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By Mr. Benson of Greenfield, petition of William D. Benson, Carol

C. Amick, Lucile P. Hicks and Walter E. Bickford for an investigation
and study by a joint special committee relative to farm credit and
alternative farm credit financing mechanisms. Natural Resources and
Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty- Three

Ordered, That a special committee, to consist of three members of
the senate to be designated by the president thereof and three members
of the house ofrepresentatives to be designated by the speaker thereof,
is hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation and
study relative to agricultural credit in the commonwealth.

Said committee shall include in its study, but shall not be limited to,
investigating the feasibility of: alternative farm and farm credit financ-
ing mechanisms including those used by other states; loans of varying
duration and amounts for varying farm purposes; alternative interest
and fee-payment schemes; alternative agencies in which to place a state
farm credit program, including possible creation of a special agency;
and interface between a state farm credit program and other state,
federal and private agricultural programs and investments.

Said committee shall also investigate alternative borrower eligibility
standards, taking into account such standards of other states, and
identifying any potential competitive disadvantages rendered to any
group of producers by one such alternative standard or another. Said
committee shall examine alternative types of food production and
infrastructure development which would be targeted by stale agricul-
tural credit.

Said committee, in investigating alternative borrower eligibility
standards, shall take into account long-term effects of such eligibility
standards upon free market control of and access to agricultural
resources and markets, and long term effects of such eligibility stand-
ards upon the economies of rural communities and future food sup-
plies to Massachusetts consumers. In investigating alternative eligiblity
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standards, said committee shall also take into account any non-
salaried employment and subsistence benefits rendered by various
standards.

Said committee shall be provided with quarters in the state house or
elsewhere, may hold hearings, and may expend for clerical and other
assistance and expenses such sums as may be appropriated therefor.
Said committee may also utilize in-kind services for its investigations
and study, including those of the legislative research bureau.

Said committee shall report to the house of representatives the
results of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, ifany,
together with drafts of legislation necessary to put its recommenda-
tions into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of
representatives on or before the last Wednesday of January, nineteen
hundred and eighty-four.
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