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by vote of he town) for legislation to transfer the regulation of does 

S p ^ o ^ f  t S e T p  l° the tOWn ° f Wakefldd- Counties- [Local

®fjc Commontocaltfj of iflaftsatfjusett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three

A n A ct  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of  d o g s  f r o m  Mid d l e se x

COUNTY TO THE TOWN OF WAKEFIELD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. That the second paragraph of Section 137 of 
Chapter I40 of the General Laws as it applies to the Town of 
g r a ^ 1— ’ ^ amended by rePlacin8 it with the following para-

That license shall be in a form prescribed by the clerk if the 
municipality, and furnished by said municipality, and shall be 
subjected to the condition expressed therein that the dog which is 
the subject of the license shall be controlled and restrained from 
killing, chasing or harassing livestock or fowls. The owner of any 
og may add descriptive words, not over ten in number, upon the 
icense form to indicate color, breed, weight, and special markings 

of the licensed dog. The owner or keeper of a licensed dog shall 
cause it to wear around its neck or body a collar or harness of 
leather or other suitable material to which shall be securely at
tached a tag in a form prescribed by the Town Clerk and upon 
w ich shall appear the license number, the name of the town 
issuing such license and the year of issue. Such tags shall be 
urmshed in the same manner as the license blanks, and if any such 
ag shall be lost, the owner or keeper of such dog shall forthwith 

secure a substituting tag from the town clerk. This section shall not 
app y to a person having a kennel license. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of section 139, and all other sections in chapter 140
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23 related to the licensing of dogs, the fees and charges set forth
24 therein may be changed from time to time by vote of the Town.

1 SECTION 2. To amend the second paragraph of section 137 A
2 of chapter 140 of the General Laws, as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 Every person maintaining a kennel shall have a kennel license.
5 Any owner or keeper of less than four dogs three months old or
6 over who does not maintain a kennel may elect to secure a kennel
7 license in lieu of licensing such dogs under section one hundred and
8 thirty-seven, and during such time as he does not license such dogs
9 thereunder shall have a kennel license and shall be subject to this 

10 section and to sections one hundred thirty-seven B and one 
1 I hundred thirty-seven C and to so much of section one hundred and
12 forty-one as relates to violations of this section, section one
13 hundred and thirty-seven B or section one hundred and thirty
14 seven C to the same extent as though he were maintaining a kennel.
15 Kennel licenses under this section shall be issued by the town clerk.
16 Such license shall be in lieu of any other license for any dog while
17 kept at such kennel during any portion of the period for which such
18 kennel license is issued. The holder of a license for a kennel shall
19 cause each dog kept therein to wear while it is at large, a collar or
20 harness of leather or other suitable material, to which shall be
21 securely attached a tag upon which shall appear the number of such
22 kennel license, the name of the town issuing such license and the
23 year of issue. Such tags shall be in a form prescribed by the town
24 clerk and shall be furnished to such owner or keeper by the clerk of
25 the town which such kennel is licensed in quantities not less than
26 the number of dogs kept in such kennel. The fee for each license for
27 a kennel shall be ten dollars if not more than four dogs are kept in
28 said kennel, twenty-five dollars if more than four but not more
29 than ten dogs are kept therein and fifty dollars if more than ten
30 dogs are kept therein: provided that, for the purpose of determin-
31 ing the amount of such fee for any kennel, dogs under the age of six
32 months not be counted in the number of dogs kept therein. That
33 name and address of the owner of each dog kept in any kennel, if
34 other than the person maintaining the kennel, shall be kept on file
35 thereat and available to inspection by any dog officer, conservation
36 officer, deputy conservation officer, fish and game warden or
37 police officer.
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38 The town clerk shall upon application issue without charge a
39 kennel license to any domestic charitable corporation incorpo-
40 rated exclusively for the purpose of protecting animals from
41 cruelty, neglect or abuse for the relief of suffering among animals.
42 Any holder of a license for a kennel in any town may remove his
43 kennel to a location in any other town in the same county, with the
44 written approval of such new location of the mayor or selectmen of
45 the town to which he removes his kennel. Before such removal he 

4  46 shall deliver to the clerk of the town into which he intends to
47 remove his kennel the written approval of the mayor or selectmen
48 thereof and his original license, and the clerk shall thereupon, on
49 payment of a fee of one dollar, issue to him a new license covering
50 the new location for the balance of the period of the original
51 license.

1 SECTION 3. To amend the first paragraph of section 137 C of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws, as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 The chief of police or a dog officer within his jurisdiction may at
5 any time inspect or cause to be inspected any kennel and if, in their
6 or his judgment the same is not being maintained in a sanitary and
7 humane manner, or if records are not properly kept as required by
8 law, the selectmen shall be ordered to revoke or suspend, and in
9 case of suspension may reinstate, such license. Upon the petition of 

10 twenty-five citizens, filed with the selectmen, setting forth that they 
I 1 are aggrieved, or annoyed to an unreasonable extent, by one or
12 more dogs at a kennel maintained in such town, because of the
13 excessive barking or vicious disposition of said dogs or other
14 conditions connected with such kennel constituting a public nui-
15 sance, said selectmen, within seven days after the filing of such
16 petition shall give notice to all parties in interest of a public hearing
17 to be held within fourteen days after the date of such notice. Within 

Q  18 seven days after such public hearing said selectmen shall make an
19 order either revoking or suspending such kennel license or other-
20 wise regulating said kennel, or dismissing said petition. Written
21 notice of any order under this section revoking, suspending or
22 reinstating a license shall be mailed forthwith to the officer issuing
23 such license and to the holder of such license. Within ten days after
24 such order the holder of such license may bring a petition in the
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25 district court within the judicial district of which such kennel is
26 maintained, addressed to the justice of the court, praying that the
27 order may be reviewed by the court, and after such notice to the
28 officer or officers involved as the court may deem necessary, it shall
29 review such action, hear the witnesses and affirm such order unless
30 it shall appear that it was made without proper cause or in bad 
3 1 faith, in which case such order shall be reversed. The decision of the
32 court shall be final and conclusive upon the parties. Any person
33 maintaining a kennel after the license thereof has been so revoked,
34 or while such license is so suspended, shall be punished by a fine of
35 not more than fifty dollars.

1 SECTION 4. To amend the first paragraph of section 141 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws, and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section: —
4 Whoever violates any provision of section one hundred and
5 thirty-seven, one hundred and thirty-seven A, one hundred and
6 thirty-seven B or one hundred thirty eight shall forfeit not less than
7 five or more than fifteen dollars, which shall be paid to the Treas-
8 urer of the municipality in which the dog was kept. If the dog as to
9 which violation occurs was unlicensed at the time of such violation, 

10 the court shall impose the forfeiture provided herein.

1 SECTION 5. To amend the first paragraph of section 147 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 The town clerk shall issue said licenses and tags receive the
5 money thereof and pay it into the treasury of the town on the first
6 Monday of each month or oftener, and shall certify under penalties
7 of perjury to the amounts of money thus received and paid over by
8 them. All such licenses shall bear date of issue and no other. The
9 town clerk shall make a record, in books kept therefor and to be 

10 furnished by the town of each license issued by him, of the name of 
! 1 the owner or keeper of each dog licensed, and of the name regis- 
i 2 tered number description of each such dog, and such books shall be
13 open to public inspection during the usual office hours of such
14 town clerk. All blanks for such licenses and tags and all such record
15 books shall be paid out of the dog fund. The town clerk or towp.
16 treasurer violating any provision of this section shall be punished
17 by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars or

♦
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18 by imprisonment for not less than one month nor more than one
19 year, or both. If such a town clerk neglects or fails to pay such
20 money into the town treasury as required by this section, the town 
2] may recover the amount thereof, with all damages sustained
22 through such neglect or failure, and interest, in an action on the
23 official bond required by section thirteen of said chapter forty-one.
24 All payments required hereunder shall be subject to the provisions
25 of section fifty-two of said chapter forty-one.

1 SECTION 6. To repeal section one hundred and forty-nine of
2 chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws, as it applies to
3 said town.

1 SECTION 7. To amend the first paragraph of section 151 A of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 The selectmen shall, annually within ten days after June first
5 issue a warrant to such dog officer or officers directing him or them
6 to seek out, catch and confine all dogs within the town which then
7 have not been licensed, collared or harnessed, and tagged, as
8 required by this chapter, and to enter and prosecute a complaint
9 for failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter against the

10 owners or keepers thereof, if known, and to kill or cause to be killed
11 each such dog which after being detained by or for him or them for
12 a period of ten days shall not have been licensed, collared or
13 harnessed and tagged, unless delivery of such dog to an institution
14 licensed under chapter forty-nine A shall be required under the
15 provisions of section three of said chapter forty-nine A; provided
16 that at the end of said ten days such dog officer may, subject to the
17 provisions of said chapter forty-nine A, sell any male or any spayed
18 female dog not found to be diseased, for a sum not less than three
19 dollars and shall keep an account of all moneys received by him
20 from such sales, and shall forthwith pay over such sums to the town

|  21 treasurer. Before delivery of any dog so sold, such dog otficer shall
22 require the purchaser to procure a license and tag for such dog
23 from the clerk of the town where the dog is to be kept. Dogs
24 confined under authority of this section shall be confined in a place
25 suitable, for the detention and care of dogs and kept in a sanitary
26 condition, or they may be placed in the care of the holder of a
27 kennel license or of a domestic charitable corporation incorpo-
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28 rated exclusively for the purpose of protecting animals from
29 cruelty, neglect or abuse. The selectmen from time to time shall
30 cause all such places to be inspected and shall make necessary
3 1 orders in relation thereto. A dog officer having custody of a con-
32 fined dog shall be allowed the sum of two dollars per day for the
33 care of such dog, payable by the owner or keeper thereof, if known,
34 otherwise from the dog fund.

1 SECTION 8. To amend the first paragraph of section 157 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws, as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 If any person shall make complaint in writing to the selectmen of
5 a town any dog owned or harbored within their jurisdiction is a
6 nuisance by reason of vicious disposition or excessive barking or
7 other disturbance, or that any such dog by such barking or other
8 disturbance is a source of annoyance to any sick person residing in
9 the vicinity, such selectmen or their agent shall investigate or cause

10 to be investigated such complaint, including an examination on
11 oath of the complainant, and may make such order concerning the
12 restraint or disposal of such dog as may be deemed necessary.
13 Within ten days after such order the owner or keeper of such dog
14 may bring a petition on the district in the district court within the
15 the judicial district of which the dog is owned or kept, addressed to
16 the justice of the court, praying that the order may be reviewed by
17 the court, and after such notice to the officer or officers involved as
18 the court may deem necessary it shall review such action, hear the
19 witnesses and affirm such order unless it shall appear that it was
20 made without proper cause or in bad faith in which case such order 
2! shall be reversed. The decision of the court shall be final and
22 conclusive upon the parties. Any person owning or harboring such
23 dog who shall fail to comply with any order of the selectmen or
24 district court, as the case may be, shall be punished by a fine of not
25 more than ten dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than thirty
26 days, or both.

1 SECTION 9. To amend the first paragraph of section 158 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 Any police officer, constable or dog officer shall kill a dog which
5 the selectmen of a town, or, upon review, the district court, shall
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6 have ordered to be restrained if such dog is again found outside the
7 enclosure of its owner or keeper and not under his immediate care
8 and may kill a dog which is living in a wild state.

1 SECTION 10. To amend the first paragraph of section 159 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 If a dog which the selectmen of a town or, upon review, a district
5 court, shall have ordered to be restrained shall wound any person,
6 or shall worry, wound or kill any livestock or fowls, the owner or
7 keeper of such dog shall be liable in tort to the person injured
8 thereby in treble the amount of damages sustained by him.

1 SECTION 11. To amend the first paragraph of section 160 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 The selectmen of the town, or their agents thereto authorized in
5 writing, may after written notice to the owner or keeper, enter upon
6 the premises of the owner or keeper of any dog known to them to
7 have worried or killed livestock or fowls, and then and there kill
8 such dog unless such owner or keeper whose premises are thus
9 entered for the said purposes shall give a bond in the sum of two

10 hundred dollars, with sufficient sureties, approved by the select-
11 men, conditioned that the dog shall be restrained for twelve
12 months next ensuing. And if the owner or keeper of the dog
13 declares his intention to give such a bond, said selectmen or their
14 agents, shall allow him seven days, exclusive of Sundays and
15 holidays, in which to procure and prepare the same and to present
16 it to them, or to file it with the clerk of the town where the said
17 owner or keeper resides.

1 SECTION 12. To amend the first paragraph of section 161 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Whoever suffers loss by worrying, maiming or killing of his
5 livestock or fowls by dogs, outside the premises of the owners or
6 keepers of such dogs, may inform the chairman or the selectmen of
7 the town, or, if he is absent or ill, any one of the selectmen, who
8 shall proceed to the premises where the damage was done and
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determine whether the same was infl.ctd by dog and if so, appraise 
the amount thereof if it does not exceed fifty dollars. If in the 
opinion of said chairman or selectmen, the amount of said damage 
exceeds fifty dollars, the damage shall be appraised, on oath by 
three persons, of whom one shall be such chairman or selectmen 
t°,net' ha‘1 be ;W ointed by the person alleged to be damaged, and 
he third shall be appointed by the other two. The said appraisers 

shall consider and include in such damages the labor and time 
necessarily expended in the finding and collecting of the livestock 
or fowls injured or separated and the value of those lost or other
wise damaged by dogs. The said chairman or selectmen shall return 
a certificate of the damages found to the treasurer of the town 
where the damage was done, within ten days after such appraisal is 
made, r hat treasurer shall examine all bills for damages, and may 
upon his own motion or upon request of an interested party shall 
summon the appraisers and all parties interested and make such 
investigation as they may think proper and shall issue an order for 
such amounts, if any, as they decide to be just and notify all 
interested parties of their decisions. The treasurer shall pay all 
orders drawn upon him in full, for the above purpose, and for the 
expenses of appraisal of any money in the town treasury and 
payments made therefor shall be charged to the dog fund The 
appraisers shall receive from the town three dollars each for the 
expenses of appraisal out of any money in the town treasury and 
payments made therefor shall be charged to the dog fund. The 
appraisers shall receive from the town and also twenty cents a mile 
one way for their necessary travel.

1 SEC TION 13. To amend the first paragraph of section 162 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 The selectmen may offer a reward of not more than twenty-five
5 do lars for the killing of any dog found worrying, maiming or

illing livestock or fowls, thereby causing damages for which their
7 owner may become entitled to compensation under section one
8 hundred sixty-one, or for evidence which shall determine to the
9 satisfaction of such selectmen who is the owner or keeper of a dog
0 which has been found to have so worried, maimed or killed any
1 livestock or fowls. The town treasurer shall pay any such reward
2 from the dog fund, upon a certificate signed by the selectmen.
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1 SECTION 14. To amend the first paragraph of section 165 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 The selectmen shall appoint one and may appoint not more than
5 four suitable persons, all residents of the town, any one of whom
6 shall, at the request of said selectmen or of the chairman of the
7 selectmen, investigate any case of damages done by a dog of which
8 the chairman or officer shall have been informed as provided in
9 section 161; and if he believes that such owner or keeper of the dog

10 as provided in said section and believes that such owner or keeper is
11 able to satisfy any judgment recovered in such action against the
12 owner or keeper before action brought pays him such amount in
13 settlement of the damage as he deems reasonable. Such action may
14 be brought in his own name and in the county where he resides, and
15 he shall prosecute it. The persons so appointed shall also have
16 throughout their respective counties the same powers and author-
17 ity as police officers, constables or dog officers appointed under
18 provisions of section one hundred and fifty-one, acting under
19 sections one hundred and thirty-seven to one hundred seventy-five,
20 inclusive. All damages received or recovered under this section
21 shall be paid over to the town treasurer and placed to the credit of
22 the dog fund. The town treasurer shall pay out of the dog fund such
23 reasonable compensation as the selectmen shall allow for services
24 and necessary expenses under this section and the reasonable
25 expense of prosecuting the said actions. The persons appointed
26 hereunder may be removed at any time by the selectmen.

1 SECTION 15. To amend the first paragraph of section 169 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
3 inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 A town officer who refuses or willfully neglects to perform the
5 duties imposed upon him by the provisions of this chapter relating

|  6 to dogs shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred
7 dollars, which shall be paid into the town treasury. Whoever is
8 aggrieved by such refusal or neglect may report the same forthwith
9 to the district attorney of his district.

1 SECTION 16. To amend the first paragraph of section 171 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws as it applies to said town, by
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inserting in place thereof the following section:
1 he owner or keeper of a dog which has done damage to live

stock or fowls shall be liable in tort to the town for all damages so 
done which the selectmen thereof have ordered to be paid as 
provided in this chapter. The town treasurer except as provided in 
section one hundred and sixty-five, may, and if so ordered by the 
selectmen shall, bring such action.

SECTION 17. Notwithstanding the provisions of General 
Laws, chapter 140, section 136A and 136B, inclusive, all fines fees 
and receipts in the Town of Wakefield from the licensing and 
control of dogs, under said sections 136Aand 174B, inclusive shall 
be paid into the Treasury of the Town of Wakefield, and shall not 
be paid, at any time, to the County Commissioners or to the 
Middlesex County. All such sums received by the Town Treasury 
shall be held in a separate fund, to be known as the Dog Fund 
which can be expended, by vote of the Town, for the implementa
tion of said sections 136A to 174B, inclusive, and for school or 
library purposes.

I SECTION 18. This act shall take effect upon its passage, or to
 ̂ see what the town will do about it.

T his D o c u m e n t  H as B een  P r in te d  O n 1 00%  R e c y c le d  P ap e r.






