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By Mr. Flaherty of Boston, petition of Michael F. Flaherty for 
legislation to allow inspection of a decedent’s safe deposit box. The 
Judiciary.

®be Commontotaltfj of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three.

A n A ct  to  allow  in spec tio n  of decedent’s safe deposit  box.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 191 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 Section 14 A, as follows: —
3 At any time prior to the allowance or filing of any petition to
4 probate a will, or a petition for administration, the surviving
5 spouse or any heir at law of an individual who died as a resident of
6 the Commonwealth may request that any and all safe deposit
7 boxes located in a bank, credit union, or other similar financial
8 institution located in the Commonwealth, that were held solely in
9 the name of the deceased, be opened to determine whether said

10 boxes contain any wills, codicils or other testimentary documents
11 executed by the deceased, or copies of such documents.
12 The surviving spouse or heirs at law shall initiate this inspection
13 by making a request in writing to the appropriate financial institu-
14 tion which shall be accompanied b\ a death certificate of the
15 deceased and an affidavit describing the relationship of the party
16 requesting the examination to the deceased. Said affidavit shall be
17 signed by the relative seeking the inspection.
18 The examination shall occur within ten days of the request in the
19 presence of two (2) bank officials and the relative(s) requesting the
20 inspection. Any wills, codicils, and/or testimentary documents
21 discovered as a result of the inspection shall be filed forthwith by
22 the appropriate party with the Probate and Family Court.
23 Immediately upon completion of the inspection, all contents,
24 except those items to be forwarded to the appropriate court, shall



25 be returned to the safety deposit box(es) and sealed. Nothing, other
26 than the aforementioned testimentary documents, may be re-
27 moved from the box.
2X Any individual who provides fraudulent or inaccurate informa-
29 tion to a financial institution in order to obtain access to a safety
30 deposit box shall be subject to a fine of five hundred dollars.


