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By Mr. Natsios of Holliston, petition of Andrew S. Natsios, Mary 
Jane McKenna and another relative to the manner of electing the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, the appointment 
of members of legislative committees, the compensation of the 
members of the General Court and other changes in procedures of the 
General Court. Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

Wi)t C o m m o n t o e a lt f)  o f  f i a s g a r f j u t f e t t g

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three.

An A ct relative to the government of the general court of

MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 3 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding after Section 3 the following sections: —
3 Section 3A. Each branch shall elect from among its members a
4 permanent presiding officer, who in the Senate shall be the Presi-
5 dent and in the House of Representatives shall be the Speaker, as
6 follows: (1) the presiding officer shall be chosen by secret ballot; (2)
7 any member may place the name of any member in nomination for
8 presiding officer; and (3) the presiding officer so chosen shall be
9 that member receiving on any ballot the number of votes equal at

10 least to a majority of the members of such branch present and
11 voting for a member. In the event that no presiding officer is chosen
12 on any one ballot, succeeding ballots shall be taken until a member
13 shall receive such a majority. The presiding officer of each branch
14 so elected may be removed by a majority vote of the elected
15 members of the branch, which vote shall be by secret ballot. Any
16 vacancy in the office of permanent presiding officer of either
17 branch shall be filled as provided in this section.
18 Section 3B. The number of members who shall serve on com-
19 mittees of each branch shall be determined by the rules of said
20 branch. The number of members from each branch who shall serve
21 on joint committees shall be determined by joint rules.
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The president and the speaker shall respectively determine the 
proportion of members elected to the senate and to the house from 
each political party and of members from no political party, and 
shall appoint to each committee members of each political party or 
of no political party, in like proportion as nearly as may be; pro
vided that each member shall be appointed to serve on at least one 
committee. In each branch, the president and the speaker, respec
tively, shall appoint members to all committees; provided that a 
member of a political party, other than that of which the presiding  ̂
officer is a member, shall have first been nominated by the floor 
leader of such party.

No member of a branch having been appointed to a committee 
shall be removed from such committee without the approval of a 
majority of the members of such branch. The members of each 
committee shall elect its chairman and vice chairman, and in the 
case of a joint committee the senate members of the committee 
shall elect the senate chairman and vice chairman and the house 
members shall elect the house chairman and vice chairman.

SECTION 2. Chapter 3 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out section 9 as most recently amended by Chapter 159 
of the Acts of 1979 and inserting in place thereof the following 
section:

Section 9. The General Court shall fix by law, and may from 
time to time change, the compensation paid to the members. Such 
compensation shall be stated in dollars. A vote to fix or to change 
such compensation shall be taken by a call of the yeas and nays. 
Any change in compensation shall take effect on the first Wednes
day in January following the next state election. The compensation 
paid to the president of the senate and the speaker of the house 
shall be one and three-quarters times the compensation received by 
a member. The compensation paid to the floor leaders of each of 
the political parties represented in the senate and house of repre-^ 
sentatives shall be one and one-quarter times the compensation 
received by a member. Each member of the general court shall be
entitled to be paid for his compensation for each such session at the 
rate of one-twelfth the amount of compensation for such session 
for each full month of the session. Such payment shall be paid to 
him, upon his request, on the last legislative day in which the
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general court is in session preceding the fifteenth day of each 
month and on the date preceding the last legislative day of each 
month, and shall be for an amount not exceeding the proportion 
then due at the aforesaid rate; provided, that the state treasurer 
may, during such regular session, make additional payments on 
account, in excess of such monthly rate, to any member making 
written request but the amount of such additional payments shall 
not exceed, in the aggregate, fifteen hundred dollars in any one 
such session or two thousand dollars if such session continues 
beyond July first and in no event shall the amount of all payments 
under this section during such session to any member exceed, in the 
aggregate, the compensation of such member for such session.

SECTION 3. Chapter 3 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by adding after section 23 the following new section:

Section 23A. Joint committees of the general court shall report 
by March 25 on all matters referred to them prior to March 15 and 
within ten days on all matters referred to them on and after March 
15, unless both branches shall, by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present and voting, allow an extension, which shall not exceed ten 
days.

The house committee to which the general appropriation bill has 
been referred shall report thereon no later than eight weeks after 
the governor has submitted his recommendations to the general 
court under the provisions of Article CVII of the Articles of 
Amendment to the Constitution.

Committees of each branch shall report by May 15 on all matters 
referred to them prior to May 5; within ten days on all matters 
referred to them on and after May 5 but prior to June 10; within 
five days on all matters referred to them on and after June 10; 
provided that at any time the branch may, by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present and voting, require a committee to report 
forthwith or discharge it from further consideration of any matter 
before it.

When the time within which a committee is required under this 
section to report has expired, the unreported matter shall be placed 
in the Orders of the Day, as follows: in the case of a joint commit
tee, by the clerk of the branch in which the matter was originally 
filed; and in the case of a committee of either branch, by the clerk of
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the branch; and in either case, the clerk shall note that the bill ought 
not to pass and that the committee has been discharged under this 
section.

SECTION 4. Section 12 of chapter 11 of the General Laws, as 
most recently amended by chapter 760 of the Acts of 1979, is 
hereby further amended by striking out in lines 5 and 6, as appear
ing in chapter 270 of the Acts of 1975, the words “including those 
of districts and authorities created by the general court,” and ^  
inserting in place thereof the words: — including the general court * 
and districts and authorities created by the general court.

SECTION 5. Section 9 of chapter 12A of the General Laws, as 
appearing in section 1 of chapter 388 of the Acts of 1980, is hereby 
amended by striking from the first sentence of the first paragraph 
of that section the words, “except records under the provisions of 
section eighteen of chapter sixty-six as defined in section three of 
said chapter sixty-six” and by striking from the second sentence of 
the second paragraph of said section 9 the words, “except records 
under the provisions of section eighteen of chapter sixty-six as 
defined in section three of said chapter sixty-six” and by striking 
from the first sentence of the sixth paragraph of said section nine 
the words, “except records under the provisions of section eighteen 
of chapter sixty-six as defined by section three of said chapter 
sixty-six”.

SECTION 6. The compensation provided by law for members 
of the general court on the effective date of this Act shall remain in 
effect until the general court shall change such compensation.


