
HOUSE No. 6118
By Mr. Buglione of Methuen, petition of Nicholas J. Buglione and

others (with the approval of the town council) relative to the alleviation
of certain financial burdens imposed on the city known as the town of
Methuen by the flooding of the Merrimack River on March twenty
through March twenty-third, nineteen hundred and eighty-three.
Ways and Means (House). [Local Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three.

An Act relative to the alleviation of certain financial burdens

IMPOSED ON THE TOWN OF METHUEN AND ITS CITIZENS BY THE

FLOODING OF THE MERRIMACK RIVER ON MARCH 20 THROUGH MARCH
23, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide funds immediately for the
3 costs of public services and the loss of property occasioned by the
4 flooding of the Merrimack River on March 20 through March 23,
5 Nineteen Hundred and Eighty-Three, therefore it is hereby de-
-6 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preser-
-7 vation of the public safety.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. To provide for the purpose of disaster relief and
2 to meet the expense ofpublic services incurred during theflood and
3 to aid the disaster victims of the flood of the Merrimack River in
4 the Town of Methuen on March 20 through March 23, Nineteen
5 Hundred and Eighty-Three the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars is
6 hereby made available for transfer by the Secretary of Administra-

tion to the Town Manager of the Town of Methuen as follows:
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8 For a grant to provide disaster relief to meet the expense of
9 restoring and providing police, fire and public works and other

i 0 public services utilized by theTown of Methuen for the purposes of
1 I aiding the flood victims and maintaining the public ways during
12 the flood of the Merrimack River in the Town of Methuen from
13 March 20 through March 23, Nineteen Hundred and Eighty-
-14 Three, up to $50,000.

1 SECTION 2. TheBoard of Assessors in the Town of Methuen,
2 on application for abatement in respect to the tax on real estate and
3 personal property for the years nineteen hundred and eighty-three
4 and eighty-four and thereafter, filed in compliance with the provi-
-5 sions of section fifty-nine ofchapter fifty-nine of the General Laws,
6 grant an abatement of such tax, or that portion thereof which
7 relates to the assessment on land and buildings or on personal
8 property thereon which, in the opinion of the assessors, will pro-
-9 vide an equitable adjustment for losses to such land and building or

10 on personal property arising out of repairs caused or damages
I 1 sustained by virtue of the floods; or the assessors may request the
12 state tax commission under the provisions of section eight of
13 chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws to give authority to abate in
14 whole or in part that portion of the tax on property wholly or
15 partially so destroyed which relates to the tax on such real estate
16 and buildings or on personal property thereon, and w hich may be
17 or has been levied against those who were the owners of record of
18 property on January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-three, or
1 9 subsequent owners who have assumed a part of the tax, as in their
20 opinion provides an equitable adjustment. Notwithstanding any
21 other provisions of law, application for abatement under this act
22 shall be filed before October first, nineteen hundred and eighty-

three

1 SECTION 3. In the event the board of assessors grants abate-
-2 merits under the authority of Section 2 of this act in respect to
3 applications for abatement filed under the provisions of section

4 fifty-nine of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws, or is author-
-5 ized to make abatements of the taxes levied in accordance with the
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6 provisions of section eight of chapter fifty-eight of the General
7 Laws, the Commonwealth shall, with the approval of the state tax
8 commission, reimburse the municipality for the abatements pro-
-9 vided in this act from funds appropriated therefor.

1 SECTION 4. The state treasurer may borrow from timeto time
2 on the credit of the Commonwealth such sums of money as may be
3 necessary for the purpose of meeting payments authorized by this
4 act, and may issue and renew from time to time notes of the
5 Commonwealth therefor, bearing interests payable at such time
6 and at such rates as shallbe fixed by the state treasurer. Such notes
7 shall be issued and may be renewed one or more times for such
8 terms, not exceeding one year, as the Governormay recommend to
9 the General Court in accordance with section three ofArt. LXII of

the amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
11 Massachusetts, but the final maturity ofsuch shall not be later than
12 June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-seven.

the provisions of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon request of
3 the Governor, issue and sell bonds of the Commonwealth to an
4 amount to be specified by the Governor from time to time.
5 All bonds issued by the Commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be
6 designated on their face, TOWN OF METHUEN DISASTER
7 RELIEF LOAN, ACT OF 1983, and shall be issued for such
8 maximum term of years, not exceeding ten years, as the Governor
9 may recommend to the general court pursuant to section three of

10 Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Com-
-11 monwealth, provided however, thatall such bonds shall be payable
12 not later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-seven.
13 All interest and payments on account of principal of such obliga-
-14 tions shall be payable from the General Fund.
15 Bonds and interest thereon issued under the authority of this
16 section shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, be
17 general obligations of the Commonwealth.
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1 SECTIONS. To meet the expenditure necessary in carrying out

1 SECTION 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage




