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MEMORANDUM OF THE MASSACHUSETTS SECRETARY
OF STATE IN RESPECT TO THE PETITION OF PETER A.
VELLUCCI RELATIVE TO THE BENEFITS PAID TO ITS
MEMBERS AND THEIR SPOUSES BY THE CAMBRIDGE
POLICE MUTUAL AID ASSOCIATION.

June 8. 1983

To the Honorable Senate anil House of Representatives

On May 20, 1983, the Clerk of the House transmitted the above-
referenced petition with accompanying bill to me with a request for a
memorandum. Said petition is subject to the provisions of Massachu-
setts General Laws, Chapter 3, section 7. In compliance with that
section, a request for additional information showing why the object
sought cannot be accomplished under the General Laws was sent via
certified mail to the above-named petitioner. Petitioner’s reply is
attached for your information.

The Cambridge Police Mutual Aid Association was organized by
means of a special act. Chapter 246 of the Acts of 1884. The
corporation was organized on May 20, 1884 for the following purpose:

to assist the families of deceased members of the Cambridge
Police Mutual Aid Association and the members thereof
whensick ordisabled, or upon theirresignation ordischarge
from the Cambridge Police Department, or upon the death
of their wives.

The special act also empowered the corporation to receive grants,
devises, bequests and donations, and to hold real and personal estate
not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) in value.

The corporate purpose was amended on May 28, 1901. That amend-
ment authorized the corporation to pay death benefits to members
retired pursuant to section one of Chapter 378 of the Acts of 1892.
Such retired members shall not, however, receive any benefits from the
association for sickness or disability.

The corporate purpose was further amended on March 2, 1954
pursuant to Chapter 178, section 1, of the Acts of 1954. That
amendment raised the ceiling on the valueof the corporation’s real and
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personal estate holdings to two hundred thousand dollars
($200,000.00).

The bill before you seeks to authorize the corporation to pay the
following benefits:

1) retirement benefit to any member in good standing who has
completed twenty-five or more years of service as a perma-
nent officer (not to exceed $10,000.00);

2) retirement benefit to a member in good standing who retires
after more than one year but less than twenty-five years of
service as a permanent officer; such sums shall equal $lOO,OO
for each year of service plus $270.00 for each year of service
in excess of 10 years (not to exceed a total amount of
$5,000.00).

3) death benefit to any active member in good standing, upon
the death of his spouse, in the amount of $ 1,000.00 (the final
payment to such member upon his retirement shall be
reduced by that amount);

4) death benefit to spouse of an active member in good
standing, upon the death of such member (not to exceed
$10,000.00).

The subject to the proposed legislation comes within the purview o
the Commissioner of Insurance, and it is respectfully suggested that a
opinion be sought from that office.

Finally, it appears that special legislation is necessary to effect tin
desired result. There is no provision in the General Laws which permit
the corporation to accomplish these amendments by means ot i
routine filing in the Secretary’s office. This office has no opinion on tin
merits of the proposed bill, and no fee is required to be paid tin
Commonwealth by a corporation of this type under Chapter 3, sectio:

Respect! u \ submitted

MICHAI 1 lOSI PH CONNOI W
.S'
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By Mr. Vellucci of Cambridge, petition of Peter A. Vellucci for
legislation to authorize the Cambridge Police Mutual Aid Association
to pay certain benefits to its members and their spouses. Insurance.

tCbe Commontotalflj of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three

An Act relative to the benefits paid to its members and itieir

SPOUSES BY THE CAMBRIDGE POLICE Ml THAI, AID ASSOCIA I lON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The Cambridge police mutual aid association, a corporation
2 established under the laws of the commonwealth, is hereby author-
-3 ized, upon the retirement of any member in good standing who has
4 completed twenty-five or more years of service as a permanent
5 officer of the Cambridge police department, is hereby authorized to
6 pay such member such sum. not exceeding ten thousand dollars, as
7 may from time to time be determined by a vote of the association;
8 provided, however, that such member shall thereupon cease to be a
9 member of the association and shall not thereafter be entitled to

10 receive any benefits therefrom.
11 The association is further authorized, upon the retirement of a
12 member in good standing who has completed at least one. but less
13 then twenty-five, years of service as a permanent officer of said
14 Cambridge police department, to pay to such member a sum of
15 money equal to one hundred dollars for each year of service for the
16 first ten years of service plus two hundred and seventy dollars for
17 each year of service in excess of ten years; provided, however, that
18 in no event shall the totalamount exceed five thousand dollars; and
19 provided further, that such member shall thereupon cease to be a
20 member of the association and shall not thereafter be entitled to
21 receive any benefits therefrom.
22 The association is further authorized to pay, to any act
23 member in good standing, upon the death of his spouse, the sun
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24 one thousand dollars; provided, however, that the final paymentto
25 such member, upon his retirement, shall be reduced by that
26 amount.

27 The association is further authorized, upon the death of an active
28 member in good standing, to pay to the spouse of such member
29 such sum, not exccding ten thousand dollars, as may be determined
.30 bv a vote of the association.


