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1920, 312,
corrected and
amended.

period in line fourteen of section one and substituting a

semicolon; and by striking out the words "Section 2. The
said board", in line one of section two, and substituting the

word: — and. Section three, section four and section five of

said chapter three hundred and twelve are hereby renumbered
to read section two, section three and section four, respec-

tively. Section three of said chapter three hundred and
twelve, or as renumbered in this act section two, is hereby

amended by inserting in line one, after the word "Boston",
the words :

— without other authority than that contained

in this act,— and by striking out, in line five, the word " au-

thorized". Apjrroved May 17, 1920.

Town of
Billerica may
make an ad-
ditional water
loan.

Billerica

Water Loan,
Act of 1920.

C/iap.466 An Act to authorize the town of billerica to make
AN .additional water LOAN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The town of Billerica, for the purpose of ex-

tending and relaying its water mains and improving its

storage, pumping, and distributing facilities, may borrow
from time to time, outside the statutory limit of indebted-

ness, such sums as may be necessary, to an amount not ex-

ceeding twenty-five thousand dollars, and may issue therefor

bonds or notes. Such bonds or notes shall be denominated

on the face thereof, Billerica Water Loan, Act of 1920, and
shall be signed by the treasurer of the toAvn and counter-

signed by the selectmen. The said bonds or notes shall be

payable at the expiration of periods not exceeding thirty

years from their respective dates of issue, and in the manner
set forth in section fourteen of chapter seven hundred and
nineteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen and
all acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto. Each
authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan, and any
premiums received thereon shall be used as directed by gen-

eral law.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 18, 1920.

Chap.467 An Act to provide for the recording of discharge

PAPERS OF soldiers, SAILORS AND MARINES.

Emergency
preamble.

Whereas, This act should take immediate effect in order

that honorably discharged service men may have an oppor-

tunity of recording their discharge papers before the same
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are lost or destroyed, therefore the act is hereby declared to

be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-

tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The discharge or release papers of soldiers, sailors and ma- Discharge or

rines who served in the armed forces of the United States in ol'soWiS-tr'^^

time of war or insurrection and have been honorably dis- r^orS^Itc
charged therefrom or released from active duty therein, may
be recorded with the clerk of the city or town of the holder's

residence in books kept for the purpose, upon payment of a Fee, etc.

fee of twenty-five cents for each discharge or release so re-

corded. The clerk shall prepare and keep an index of the

papers so recorded, and copies of such papers, if attested by
the clerk of the city or town, shall be admitted as sufficient

evidence thereof whenever they are otherwise competent.

Approved May 18, 1920.

ChapAQSAn Act relative to the distribution of the estates
of persons dying intestate.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Clause Third of section three of chapter one r. l. ho, § 3,

hundred and forty of the Revised Laws, as amended by ^tc^.^am^ndeli.

chapter two hundred and fifty-six of the acts of nineteen

hundred and five, and by chapter three hundred and three

of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen, is

hereby further amended by striking out the first paragraph
of said clause and inserting in place thereof the following :

—
Third, If the deceased leaves no issue and it appears on de- Distribution

termination by the probate court, as hereinafter provided; pLlo'S'rdy'iLg

that the whole estate does not exceed five thousand dollars in intestate.

value, the surviving husband or wife shall take the whole
thereof; otherwise the surviving husband or wife shall take

five thousand dollars and one half of the remaining personal

property and one half of the remaining real property. If ^^ be^mlt*"^

the personal property is insufficient to pay the said five

thousand dollars, the deficiency shall, upon the petition of

any party in interest, be paid from the sale or mortgage, in

the manner provided for the payment of debts or legacies, of

any interest of the deceased in real property which he could
have conveyed at the time of his death; and the surviving

husband or wife shall be permitted, subject to the approval
of the court, to purchase at any such sale, notwithstanding


