
SENATE No. 1557
[Senate, February 7, 1994 Senate, No. 1868 of 1993, recom-

mended new text of House, No. 5496 by the committee on Ways and
Means, and carried over for further consideration by the Senate by
an order adopted December 23, 1993, and renumbered for data
retrieval purposes.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Four.

1 SECTION 1. The fourth paragraph of chapter 60A of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by adding the following two sentences; An
4 unregistered motor vehicle or trailer operated under a test
5 registration number plate by a repairman to whom has been issued
6 a test registration and test registration number plate under
7 section 5C of chapter 90, but not owned by said repairman, shall
8 be exempt from the excise imposed by this section if and so long
9 as such motor vehicle or trailer is operated or propelled over the

10 highways solely in accordance with the provisions of said
11 section 5C of said chapter 90. All other motor vehicles or trailers
12 owned or operated by arepairman, whether operated under a test,
13 commercial, tow or private passenger registration number plate,
14 shall be subject to the excise imposed by this section.

1 SECTION 2. Section 1 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 193 and
3 194, the words “equipping or towing” and inserting in place
4 thereof the following words: or equipping.

1 SECTIONS. Said section lof said chapter 90, as so appearing,
2 is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 353 and 354,
3 the words “unless said business is limited solely to the towing of
4 motor vehicles or trailers for the public, said” and inserting in
5 place thereof the following word: said.

tElje Commontoealti) of iffla*£ad)u*ett*



[February2 SENATE -No. 1557

1 SECTION 4. Paragraph (a) of section 5 of said chapter 90, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out clause (3).

1 SECTION 5. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 5B the following section:
3 Section SC. (a) The registrar may issue test registrations and
4 test registration number plates in such form as described in
5 subsection (b) to a repairman who meets the eligibility
6 requirements stated in subsection (c) and who certifies in writing
7 under the pains and penalties of perjury that the test registration
8 number plate will be used in compliance with the conditions of
9 use stated in subsection (d).

10 (b) The registrar shall make rules and regulations relative to
11 the issuance and display of test registrations and test registration
12 number plates; provided, however, that the test registration
13 number plates are orange and that the number of plates issued
14 does not exceed two for any repair facility. In addition, repair
15 shops involved exclusively in the repair and installation of glass
16 will be eligible for one test plate. The test registration and the test
17 registration number plates are to be renewed annually with the
18 registrar.
19 (c) No repairman shall be eligible for a test registration and test
20 registration number plate unless said repairman holds the
21 necessary license or permit required by any federal, state or local
22 law for engaging in said occupation, and provides truthful and
23 complete information in the application for test registration and
24 test registration number plate in the form prescribed by the
25 registrar. No repairman shall be eligible for a test registration and
26 test registration number plate unless he is principally engaged in
27 performing major repairs affecting the functional mobility of a
28 motor vehicle or trailer. Ineligible repairmen shall include, but
29 shall not be limited to, those persons whose businesses principally
30 involve work of the following types: decorative paint work;
31 installation and repair of glass; installation and repair of
32 upholstery and interiors; and installation and repair of motor
33 vehicle stereo equipment.
34 (d) Unless prohibited by this chapter or any rule or regulation
35 of the registry, any motor vehicle or trailer operated by a repair-
-36 man who has been issued a test registration which properly dis-
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37 plays the valid corresponding test registration number plate shall
38 be regarded as registered under this chapter; provided, however,
39 that all of the following conditions of use are complied with:
40 (1) No test registration plate shall be attached to any motor
41 vehicle owned or leased by the repairman holding the test
42 registration, or to any motor vehicle owned or leased by a member
43 of said repairman’s immediately family, or to any motor vehicle
44 owned or leased by an employee of said repairman, unless said
45 individual is transporting a vehicle which contains a recent
46 purchase order.
47 (2) The motor vehicle or trailer operated under the test
48 registration number plate shall not be operated for the personal
49 use of the repairman holding the test registration and the test
50 registration number plate nor for the personal use ofhis employees
51 or his immediate family, but shall only be operated for the
52 purposes of test driving a customer’s unregistered vehicle under
53 funtional repair, for transporting a customer’s unregistered
54 vehicle or for transporting a recently purchased vehicle which
55 contains a recent purchase order. A motor vehicle or trailer
56 requiring repairs that are solely of a decorative or aesthetic nature,
57 or repairs that do not affect the functional mobility of the motor
58 vehicle or trailer shall not be operated under the test registration
59 number plate.
60 (3) The motor vehicle or trailer operated under the test
61 registration number plate shall only be operated during
62 repairman’s business hours or between the hours of six
63 o’clock ante meridian to eight o’clock past meridian.
64 (4) The test registration plate shall not be loaned or duplicated
65 for any purpose. Individuals who duplicate a lost or stolen plate
66 shall be in violation of this section.
67 (5) The repairman or any of his authorized employees who
68 operate a motor vehicle or trailer with a test registration plate in
69 accordance with this section shall have in his possession docu-
-70 mentation of the purpose for operation and the intended destina-
-71 tion of the motor vehicle or trailer bearing the test registration
72 number plate.
73 Any repairman who violates the provisions of this subsection
74 shall be punished as follows; for a first offense, a fine of one
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75 thousand dollars and a thirty-day suspension of plate; for a second
76 offense, a fine of two thousand dollars and a sixty-day suspension
77 of all plates; and for a third offense, a fine of three thousand
78 dollars and permanent revocation of all plates. Law enforcement
79 personnel of the commonwealth or the police of the city or town,
80 or the assessor(s) of the city or town in which the violation occurs
81 shall immediately seize the plate. The registry shall promulgate
82 rules and regulations that will provide violators notice and an
83 opportunity to be heard within ten working days of the seizure
84 of said plates.
85 (e) Whoever makes a false statement in an application for a
86 test registration and test registration number plate shall be
87 punished by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than
88 five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less than thirty
89 days nor more than two years.
90 Section SD. (a) The registrar may issue tow plates as described
91 in subsection (b) to an individual who meets the eligibility
92 requirements stated in subsection (g) and who certifies in writ-
93 ing under the pains and penalties of perjury that the tow plate
94 will be used in compliance with the condition of use stated in
95 subsection (d).
96 (b) The registrar shall make rules and regulations relative to
97 the immediate issuance and display of tow plates and decals;
98 provided, however, that the individual who has been issued the
99 tow plates under this section applies to the registrar for a sticker
100 or decal which indicates that said owner has complied with the
101 requirements of chapters sixty-four H, sixty-four I and ninety D,
102 with respect to each motor vehicle or trailer so registered. The
103 tow plates shall be registered annually and the registrar is hereby
104 directed to supply a list of all vehicles receiving decals for tow
105 plates to the assessors in the municipalities across the common-
106 wealth. Included in this list shall be the make, model, year, value,
107 weight and vehicle identification number of every vehicle
108 submitted no later than February first, nineteen hundred and
109 ninety-four.
110 (c) No individual shall be eligible for a tow plate unless said
111 individual holds the necessary license or permit required by any
112 federal, state or local law for engaging in said occupation, and
113 provides truthful and complete information in the application for
114 the tow plate in the form prescribed by the registrar as long as
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115 proof of paid excise tax is provided. No individual shall be eligible
116 for the tow plate unless he is principally engaged in the business
117 of assisting or retrieving disabled motor vehicles which have been
118 issued a certificate by the department of public utilities pursuant
119 to paragraph (b) of section three of chapter one hundred and
120 fifty-nine B.
121 (d) Unless prohibited by this chapter or any rule or regulation
122 of the registry, any motor vehicle which has been issued a tow
123 plate which properly displays the valid corresponding decal shall
124 be regarded as registered under this chapter; provided, however.
125 that all of the following conditions of use are complied with;
126 (1) No tow plate shall be attached to a vehicle with a gross
127 vehicle weight of less than five thousand pounds.
128 (2) The tow plate shall not be operated for the personal use
129 of the individual holding the tow plate nor for the personal use
130 of his employees or his immediate family, but may only be
131 operated for the purpose of towing a customer’s vehicle
132 (3) The tow plate shall not be loaned or duplicated for any
133 purpose. Individuals who duplicate a lost or stolen plate shall be
134 in violation of this section.
135 (4) Any individual found in violation of the provisions of this
136 subsection shall be punished as follows: for a first offense, a fine
137 of one thousand dollars and a thirty-day suspension of plate; for
138 a second offense, a fine of two thousand dollars and a sixty-day
139 suspension of all plates; and for a third offense, a fine of three
140 thousand dollars and permanent revocation of plates. Law
141 enforcement personnel or the police of the city or town in which
142 the violation occurs shall immediately seize the plate. The registry
143 shall promulgate rules and regulations that will provide violators
144 notice and an opportunity to be heard within ten working days
145 of the seizure of said plates.
146 (e) Whoever makes a false statement in an application for a
147 tow plate shall be punished by a fine ofnot less than one hundred
148 nor more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not
149 less than thirty days nor more than two years.

1 SECTION 6. Section 9 of said chapter 90, as appearing in the
1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the
second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following

2
3
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4 sentence: Any motor vehicle or trailer which is disabled and
5 is being towed, assisted or retrieved by a motor vehicle which has
6 been issued a certificate by the department of public utilities
7 pursuant to paragraph (b) of section three of chapter one hundred
8 and fifty-nine B and which displays a tow plate that has been
9 properly assigned and issued by the registrar shall be deemed

10 registered under seciton five D.

1 SECTION 7. Section 11 of said chapter 90, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “repairmen”, in
3 line 5, the following words; holding test registrations and test
4 registration number plate pursuant to section five C.

1 SECTION 8. Section 33 of said chapter 90, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “repairmen”, in
3 line 124, the following words; holding a test registration and
4 test registration number plate pursuant to section five C.

1 SECTION 9. Section 34C of said chapter 90, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 3, the words “or
3 repairman”, and by inserting after the word “fine”, in line 4, the
4 following words: or repairman applying for registration of
5 motor vehicles under section five C.

1 SECTION 10. Section 2 of chapter 280 of the General Laws,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting in line 1, after
3 the word “including,’’the following words: —fines imposed under
4 sections five C and five D of chapter ninety,.

1 SECTION 11. Said section 2 of said chapter 280, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting in line 24, after
3 the word “fund,” the following words: and provided, further,
4 that if the enforcement agency for any fine pursuant to sections
5 five Cor five Dof chapter ninety is the state police, one hundred
6 percent of the fine shall be paid over to the state treasurer and
7 credited to the Highway Fund.
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