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To the Honorable Senate

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment
Senate Bill No. 896, "An Act Authorizing Special Assessments For Water Improvements in
the Leino Park Water District in the Town of Westminster."

This bill is intended to authorize the Leino Park Water District to levy special
assessments for the cost of water system improvements constructed several years ago. The
authorization would be notwithstanding the limitations of the district’s enabling statute, the
district’s failure seasonably to adopt and to comply with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 40, §

42G, and its failure to meet certain other requirements necessary to authorize such
assessments. However, as drafted, the bill authorizes the District to "increase" the provisions
of the General Laws which authorize such special assessments, rather to "utilize" those
provisions. In addition, the language of the bill does not clearly provide that the District may
utilize these provisions notwithstanding the District’s inability to comply seasonably with
certain of their requirements.
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I, therefore, recommend that Senate Bill No. 896 be amended by striking out all text
after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the following new text:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter three hundred and ninety-eight of
the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-five, or any other general or special law to the
contrary, and notwithstanding the District’s failure to seasonably comply with the provisions
of section one of chapter eighty of the General Laws and seasonably to adopt and to comply
with the provisions of sections forty-two G through forty-two I of chapter forty of the
General Laws, the Leino Park Water District in the town of Westminster may utilize the
assessment and betterment provisions of chapter forty and chapter eighty of the General Laws
to satisfy outstanding fiscal obligations incurred for capital expenditures made for the purpose
of laying pipes and otherwise supplying said water district with water under section one of
said chapter three hundred and ninety-eight.
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SECTION 2. The authority granted under section one shall terminate upon the Leino
Park Water District’s failure to implement the provisions hereof by ordinance, bylaw or vote
on or before one year following the effective date of this act.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage

Respectfully submitted.

William F. Weld
Governor
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