
SENATE 1787
By Mr. Wetmore, a petition (accopmanied by bill. Senate,

No. 1787) of Ede Searles and Robert D. Wetmore for legislation rela-
tive to the penalties for killing, maiming or poisoning of an animal.
Criminal Justice.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Four.

An Act amending the cruelty law.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Chapter 272 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 Section 77 thereofand inserting in its place the following section:
3 Section 77. Whoever overdrives, overloads, drives when over-
-4 loaded, overworks, tortures, torments, deprives of necessary suste-
-5 nance, cruelly beats, mutilates or kills an animal, or causes or pro-
-6 cures an animal to be overdriven, overloaded, driven when over-
-7 loaded, overworked, tortured, tormented, deprived of necessary
8 sustenance, cruelly beaten, mutilated or killed; and whoever uses
9 in a cruel or inhumane manner in a race, game, or contest, or in

10 training therefor, as lure or bait a live animal, except an animal if
11 used as lure or bait in fishing; and whoever, having the charge or
12 custody of an animal, either as owner or otherwise, inflicts unnec-
-13 essary cruelly upon it, or unnecessarily fails to provide it with
14 proper food, drink, shelter, sanitary environment, or protection
15 from the weather, or leaves a cat, dog or other animal, unattended
16 in a standing or parked motor vehicle in a manner that endangers
17 the health or safety of the cat, dog or other animal, and whoever,
18 as owner, possessor, or person having the charge or custody of an
19 animal, cruelly drives or works it when unfit for labor, or willfully

20 abandons it, or carries it or causes it to be carried in or upon a
21 vehicle, or otherwise, in an unnecessarily cruel or inhumane man-
-22 ner or in a way and manner which might endanger the animal car-
-23 ried thereon, or knowingly and willfully authorizes or permits it to
24 be subjected to unnecessary torture, suffering or cruelty of any
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25 kind shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand
26 dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both.
27 In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon convic-
-28 tion for any violation of this section or of sections seventy-
-29 seven A, seventy-eight, seventy-eight A, seventy-nine A,
30 seventy-nine B, eighty A, eighty B, eighty C, eighty D, eighty F,
31 eighty-six, eighty-six A, eighty-six Bor ninety-four the defendant
32 may, after an appropriate hearing to determine the defendant’s fit-
-33 ness for continued custody of the abused animal, be ordered to
34 surrender or forfeit to the custody of any society, incorporated
35 under the laws of the commonwealth for the prevention of cruelty
36 to animals or for the care and protection of homeless or suffering
37 animals, the animal whose treatment was the basis of such con-
-38 viction.
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