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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am filing today for your consideration the attached
legislative proposal, entitled, "An Act Providing For Adjusting
the Compensation of the Commonwealth's Judges."

Judicial salaries in Massachusetts have not been increased
for more than six years, making Massachusetts the only state
which has not adjusted judicial salaries since 1988. Although
judges' income has remained the same, the cost of living has
risen by over twenty-six percent. Massachusetts now ranks thirty
second in judicial salaries, behind, for example, Connecticut,
New Jersey, Rhode Island and New Hampshire. At the same time,
our judges have among the highest caseloads nationally.

Under these circumstances an adjustment in judicial
compensation and the method of adjusting compensation in the
future is merited, particularly if we are to continue to attract
judicial candidates of the highest caliber. The bill we are
filing would increase judicial pay in three incremental steps of
six percent each, as recommended by the Boston Bar Association in
their report dated November 23, 1992. Beginning in January,
1997, the bill would adjust judicial pay annually based on
changes in the consumer price index.

Lieutenant Governor Cellucci and I are committed to a
judiciary of excellence; fair and periodic adjustment in judicial
compensation is important to achieving this vital goal.

I urge your consideration of this proposal.

Respectfully submitted,

William F. Weld
Governor
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Four

An Act providing for adjusting the compensation of the

COMMONWEALTH'S JUDGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 211 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking sec-
-3 tion 22 in its entirety, and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 22. Salaries of justices, etc.; practice of law prohibited.
5 (a) Effective the first day of the first pay period commencing
6 on or after January 1, 1995, the chief justice shall receive a salary
7 of ninety-nine thousand three hundred and thirty dollars and each
8 associate justice shall receive a salary of ninety-five thousand
9 eight hundred and eighty dollars.

10 (b) Following January 1, 1995, the rate of basic pay for
11 the chief justice and for each associate justice shall be increased
12 on July 1, 1995 and then again on January 1, 1996, such that
13 salaries, on an annualized basis, equal the amounts set forth in the
14 following table:
15 Chief Justice Associate Justice
16 July 1,1995 $105,290 $101,630
17 January 1, 1996 111,610 107,730

18 (c) Effective the first day of the first pay period commencing
19 on or after January 1, 1997, and continuing annually effective the
20 first pay period of each successive calendar year, the rate of basic
21 pay for the chief justice and for each associate justice shall be
22 adjusted by an amount, rounded to the nearest multiple of $lO,
23 equal to the percentage of such salary rate which corresponds to
24 the most recent percentage change in the CPI-U, as defined in
25 subsection (d) below.
26 (d) Method for Computing Percentage Change in the CPI-U
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27 (1) For purposes of this section, the term CPI-U means the
28 Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers as published by
29 the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
30 (2) The “most recent percentage change in the CPI-U,” as of
31 any date, shall be the percentage (rounded to the nearest one-tenth
32 of one percent) by which the annual average of the CPI-U for the
33 immediately preceding calendar year exceeds the annual average
34 of the CPI-U for the year before the preceding calendar year (if at
35 all). No percentage change determined under this subsection shall
36 be less than zero.
37 (e) In addition to their base salaries, the chief justice and each
38 associate justice shall also annually receive from the Common-
-39 wealth, upon the certificate of the chief justice, the amount of
40 expenses incurred by them in the discharge of their duties.
41 (f) Such justices shall devote their entire time during ordinary
42 business hours to their respective duties and shall not, directly or
43 indirectly, engage in the practice of law.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 211 A of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking section 2
3 in its entirety, and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 2. Justices; salaries; expenses; limitation of practice.
5 (a) Effective the first day of the first pay period commencing
6 on or after January 1, 1995, the chief justice shall receive a salary
7 of ninety-two thousand one hundred and ninety dollars and each
8 associate justice shall receive a salary of eighty-eight thousand
9 seven hundred and thirty dollars.

10 (b) Following January 1, 1995, the rate of basic pay for the
11 chief justice and for each associate justice shall be increased on
12 July 1, 1995 and then again on January 1, 1996, such that salaries,
13 on an annualized basis, equal the amounts set forth in the following
14 table:
15 Chief Justice Associate Justice
16 July 1, 1995 $ 97,720 $94,050
17 January 1, 1996 103,580 99,690

18 (c) Effective the first day of the first pay period commencing
19 on or after January 1, 1997, and continuing annually effective the

20 first pay period of each successive calendar year, the rate of basic
21 pay for the chief justice and for each associate justice shall be
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22 adjusted by an amount, rounded to the nearest multiple of $lO,
23 equal to the percentage of such salary rate which corresponds to

24 the most recent percentage change in the CPI-U, as defined in

25 subsection (d) below.
26 (d) Method for Computing Percentage Change in the CPI-U.
27 (1) For purposes of this section, the term CPI-U means the
28 Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers as published by
29 the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
30 (2) The “most recent percentage change in the CPI-U, as of
31 any date, shall be the percentage (rounded to the nearest one-tenth
32 of one percent) by which the annual average of the CPI-U for the
33 immediately preceding calendar year exceeds the annual average
34 of the CPI-U for the year before the preceding calendar year (if at

35 all). No percentage change determined under this subsection shall
36 be less than zero.
37 (e) In addition to their base salaries, the chief justice and each
38 associate justice shall also annually receive from the Common-
-39 wealth, upon the certificate of the chief justice, the amount of
40 expenses incurred by them in the discharge of their duties.
41 (f) Such justices shall devote their entire time during ordinary
42 business hours to their respective duties and shall not, directly or
43 indirectly, engage in the practice of law.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 21 IB of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking the
3 second, third and fourth sentences of section 4, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Effective the first day of the first pay period commencing on or
6 after January 1, 1995, each associate justice shall receive a salary
7 of eighty-five thousand one hundred and eighty dollars; each chief
8 justice of the several departments shall receive as a salary eighty-
-9 eight thousand seven hundred and thirty dollars; and the chief

10 administrative justice shall receive as a salary ninety-two thou-
-11 sand one hundred and ninety dollars.
12 Following January 1, 1995, the rate of basic pay for each asso-
-13 ciate justice, each chief justice and the chief administrative justice
14 shall be increased on July 1, 1995 and then again on January 1, 1996,
15 such that salaries, on an annualized basis, equal the amounts set
16 forth in the following table:
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17 Chief
18 Associate Chief Administrative
19 Justice Justice Justice
20 July 1,1995 $90,290 $94,050 $97,720
21 January 1, 1996 95,710 99,690 103,580

22 Effective the first day of the first pay period commencing on or
23 after January 1, 1997, and continuing annually effective the first
24 pay period of each successive calendar year, the rate of basic pay
25 for each associate justice, each chief justice and the chief adminis-
-26 trative justice shall be adjusted by an amount, rounded to the
27 nearest multiple of $lO, equal to the percentage of such salary rate
28 which corresponds to the most recent percentage change in the
29 CPI-U, as defined in the following paragraph:
30 Method for Computing Percentage Change in the CPI-U.
31 (1) For purposes of this section, the term CPI-U means the
32 Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers as published by
33 the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
34 (2) The “most recent percentage change in the CPI-U,” as of
35 any date, shall be the percentage (rounded to the nearest one-tenth
36 of one percent) by which the annual average of the CPI-U for the
37 immediately preceding calendar year exceeds the annual average
38 of the CPI-U for the year before the preceding calendar year (if at
39 all). No percentage change determined under this subsection shall
40 be less than zero.

1 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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