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To the Honorable Senate

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to
the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I am returning to you for
amendment Senate Bill No. 1780, "An Act Authorizing The City Of Marlborough To
Convey Certain Land."

This bill would authorize the city of Marlborough to reconvey two parcels of park
land to Louis Seymour, the parcels’ original owner who had the land taken by eminent
domain. The conveyance would be in settlement of a court case brought by Seymour against
the City.

! do not disagree with the conveyance provided for by the Bill. However, the
property was partially paid for with an Urban Self Help Grant from Environmental Affairs’s
Division of Conservation Services. According to the terms of the Urban Self Help program,
the Commonwealth must be compensated for land taken out of park use The compensation
can either be by the return of grant funds, or by the conveyance of new conservation land.
The Division of Conservation Services was not informed that Marlborough was intending to
give up title to the park land and therefore the city may not be prepared to reimburse the
state. To ensure that the state receives the appropriate compensation, I propose amending
the bill to require approval by the Secretary of Environmental Affairs before the conveyance
could be made final.

I further recommend that this bill be amended to include the street number "54", in
the description of the land which is the subject of the conveyance. This bill, pursuant to the
settlement agreement, intends to convey, “two” parcels of park land (54 and 56 Jefferson
street). However, the way in which the bill is presently worded, it would appear to convey
only "one” parcel of land, 56 Jefferson street.

1, therefore, recommend that Senate Bill No. 1780 be amended by striking out all text
after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the following new text:
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ARGEO PAUL CELLUCCI

SECTION 1: Subject to the approval of the Secretary of Environmental Affairs and
consistent with the standards of the Urban Self Help Grant Program, so called, the city of
Marlborough is hereby authorized to convey to Louis Seymour of said city, two parcels of
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land located at 54 and 56 Jefferson street in said city pursuant to a settlement agreement
dated February twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred and ninety-four and filed in the case of Louis
Seymour vs, city of Marlborough, Middlesex superior court, docket number 87-564

SUCTION 2: Chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred
and eighty-seven is hereby repealed,

Respectfully submitted,

William F. Weld
Governor
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