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LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD
100 CAMBRIDGE STREET

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02202, NOVEMBER 2, 1994,

The Honorable Michael J. Connolly, Secretary of State
State House, Room 340, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Secretary Connolly:
Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30, section 33, the Low-Level Radioactive

Waste Management Board hereby submits one legislative recommen-
dation for the 1995 session of the General Court.

Enclosed are the bill, “An Act Relative to the Low-Level Radio-
active Waste Management Fund,” and a detailed explanation.

Sincerely,

CAROL C. AMICK,
Executive Director
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Section-by-Section Analysis

This legislation amends M.G.L. c. 111H, section 4A, pertaining to
the annual assessment on users of radioactive materials in the
Commonwealth for the purpose of providing funds to implement the
Low-Level Radioactive Waste (LLRW) Management Plan and to carry
out the powers and duties conferred by M.G.L. c. 111H.

Section 4A currently authorizes the Management Board to “annually
assess each person licensed or registered to receive, possess, use,
transfer or acquire radioactive materials in the Commonwealth...”
[emphasis added]. The reference to “licensed” relates to those radioac-
tive materials users that are licensed by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) to possess certain by-product and other radio-
active materials. The reference to “registered” relates to the registra-
tion issued by the Massachusetts Department of Labor and Industries
(DLI) involving conditions of safety and health at all places of
employment, including those where radioactive materials are used.
DLI registrants generally do not produce LLRW. If they do, they
would also be licensed by the NRC and therefore would not be exempt
from paying an assessment.

Section 1 would remove the references to “registered” and “regis-
trant” from section 4A, thereby eliminating the requirement that per-
sons registered with DLI pay a portion of the $500,000 that may be
assessed annually to finance activities of the Management Board. The
recommended change would not affect the assessment level annually
raised; it would merely shift a small portion of the assessment
(approximately $20,000) away from radioactive materials users who
do not generate LLRW.

In addition. Section 1 would reduce the assessment payment period
from 90 days after bills are mailed, to 60 days after they are sent. This
change would expedite the existing lengthy assessment billing and
receipts period, in order to more rapidly repay the annual state appro-
priation loaned to the Board prior to the receipt of assessment funds.

Section 2 provides that the bill would take effect upon passage.

DETAILED EXPLANATION: AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT FUND.
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Recommendation of the Low-Level Radioactive Waste
Management Board (House, No. 185). Natural Resources and
Agriculture.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five,

An Act relative to the low-level radioactive waste management

FUND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 111 H of the Genera! Laws, as most
2 recently amended by section 166 of Chapter 138 of the Acts
3 of 1991, is hereby amended by striking section 4A(a) and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:—
5 (a) There is hereby established on the books of the common-
-6 wealth a separate fund, to be known as the Low Level Radioactive
7 Waste Management Fund. For the purpose of providing funds to
8 implement the management plan adopted pursuant to section
9 twelve and to carry out the powers and duties conferred by this

10 chapter, the board shall annually assess each person licensed to
H receive, possess, use, transfer or acquire radioactive materials
12 in the commonwealth, amounts sufficient to defray the costs annu-
ls ally incurred by the board for such purposes. Amounts assessed
14 shall be deposited in said fund and may be expended by the board,
15 subject to appropriation, to carry out the powers and duties con-
-16 ferred by this chapter. The total amount to be assessed shall be
17 apportioned annually in accordance with a schedule, sufficient to
18 produce an amount not to exceed five hundred thousand dollars,
19 adopted by regulation by the board, after notice to interested per-
-20 sons and a public hearing. In establishing such schedule, the board
21 shall reduce the total amount to be assessed by the amount of any
22 other donations, loans, grants, reimbursements, payments or
23 unexpended assessments received, or other funds conferred by
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24 this chapter. Such schedule shall be based on the volume and clas-
-25 sification of radioactivity of waste produced by each licensee
26 which is shipped for disposal off site or stored for later disposal;
27 provided, however, that the board shall make a minimum assess-
-28 ment on all licensees. Such schedule may further provide for
29 surcharges based on the classification scheme contained in the
30 management plan. Assessments shall be due and payable not less
31 than sixty days after written notice to the person upon whom such
32 assessment is imposed, and shall accrue interest at twelve percent
33 per annum on and after the due date. Failure without just cause to
34 pay any lawful assessment pursuant to this section shall constitute
35 a violation of this section.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage
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