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Section 5. Section ninety-one of chapter seven hundred itc^'Jmended.

and forty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen,

as amended by chapters ninety-two and two hundred and
sixty-four of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and fif-

teen, is hereby further amended by striking out the last two
paragraphs of said section and substituting the follo^\'ing :

—
For filing and recording the copies of the votes or the cer- Fees for filing,

tificates, as the case may be, required by sections twenty- certificates of

nine, forty-eight, fifty-two, fifty-three, sixty-nine, seventy-one trie companies.

and seventy-two, ten dollars for each such copy or certif-

icate. For filing and recording the certificate required by
section sixty-five, ten dollars.

Section 6. Section eighty-six of chapter one hundred ^c.^amended^.'

and ten of the Re\'ised Laws, as amended by chapter two

hundred and nineteen and section one of chapter three hun-

dred and eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and

eight, is hereby further amended by striking out the fifth

paragraph and substituting the following: — For filing and ftc^/certificfte

recording the certificate of condition required by section °f condition.

fifty-one, ten dollars.

Section 7. Section five of chapter three hundred and imendld.^
^'

seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and four is Trust

hereby amended by striking out the word "fortieth", in the charter fee'.

thirteenth line of the fourth paragraph, and substituting the

word :
— twentieth.

Section 8. The fee for copies of any official papers Fee for copies

certified by the secretary of the commonwealth shall be fifty paperl.'*

cents for the first page and forty cents for each additional

page. Apjyroved June 4> 1920.

An Act to authorize cities and towns to establish Qhav.599
transportation areas and to operate street ILIIL-

WAYS therein.

Whereas, The continued operation of many street railways Emergency

in the commonwealth which need financial assistance and ^'®^™ ^'

are in danger of being dismantled, is necessary for the public

convenience, therefore, this act is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of

the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. A city or town may establish, or two or more street railway
',•

,

'',
,

... 1, transpwrtation
Cities or two or more towns, or two or more cities and towns, areas may be

may unite under the prt)\dsions of this act for the purpose of by'dtiwlid
towns, etc.
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establishing, transportation areas for the operation of freight

or passenger service, or both, on street raihvays existing

therein. Upon the approval of such an agreement by the

department of public utilities, hereinafter called the depart-

ment, as pro\'ided in section three, and by the voters as pro-

vided in section four, such a transportation area shall be a

body corporate or politic, and may become vested mth all

the rights and powers and shall be subject to all the duties

and obligations hereinafter conferred or imposed. All the

laws and penalties relating to privately operated street rail-

ways wdthin the commonwealth, and such rules and regula-

tions as may from time to time be prescribed by the depart-

ment shall apply to sufch an area. The area shall be given a

distinctive name by the trustees, hereinafter pro\dded for,

which shall include the words "Transportation Area".

Section 2. A city, by vote of its city council, subject to

the pro\'isions of its charter, or a town by vote of its board
of selectmen, may make preliminary agreements with one or

more street railway companies operating within its territory

for the lease or purchase and operation of the properties of

said company. For the purposes of this section, a street

railway company shall act by a majority of its board of

directors.

Section 3. Upon the acceptance of such a preliminary

agreement by a majority in interest of all classes of stock in

such a street railway company entitled to vote, and approval

by the department after a public hearing of which due notice

shall be given, the agreement shall thereupon be binding

upon the street railway company, subject to acceptance by
the voters as hereinafter pro\dded. The department shall

make an appraisal of the property to which the agreement

relates, and shall determine the value thereof and the price

or rental to be paid therefor by the transportation area. The
appraisal shall be on the basis of the actual value at the

time of appraisal and not of the cost of replacement. There-

upon the said agreement and appraisal shall be advertised

in a newspaper published in every city and town within said

area, or in the county as the department may determine,

and shall, within sixty days, be submitted to the voters in

every such city at a regular or special municipal election,

and in every such town at a town meeting called for the pur-

pose, in the form of the following question to be placed upon
the official ballot :

— " Shall the agreement with the .

company, providing for the operation of its property by a
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transportation area under chapter of the acts of

nineteen hundred and twenty, to which the city of

(or town of ) shall be a party, be accepted?"

If approved by a majority of the voters voting thereon by Agreement,

ballot in every such city and town, except such as may have Ttc!"
^^ '°^'

been excluded by the department of public utilities, acting

under section thirteen, the said agreement shall thereupon

be binding, but not otherwise, and the mayor and city council

and the selectmen shall have authority to execute such

further agreements, contracts or leases as may be necessary

to effect the purposes and terms of the preliminary agree-

ment.

Section 4. Nothing contained in this act shall affect the Right to tax

right of the commonwealth or any subdivision thereof to tax not affected^

the property owned or leased by a transportation area in the
®*''"

same manner and to the same extent as if the same were

under private management, but cities and towns may abate '

in whole or in part the taxes thereon.

Section 5. The management and control of a trans- Board of

portation area shall be vested in a board of trustees of whom of^term, etc!''*'

two shall be chosen by the mayor of each city concerned,

with the approval of the city council, and two by the select-

men of each town concerned. The initial appointees shall

serve for terms of one and two years, respectively, and their

successors for terms of two years. In case a transportation

area is established by a single city, or town, its board of

trustees shall consist of five members, of whom the initial

appointees shall serve for one, two, three, four and five years,

respectively, and their several successors for terms of five

years. Each trustee shall be sworn to the faithful perform-

ance of his duty, and a certificate thereof shall be recorded

in the records of the secretary of the area, and shall serve

until his successor is appointed and qualified. A trustee Removal or

may be removed for cause by the appointing authority, and tnTstees, etc.

any vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as an original

appointment. The trustees shall not be deemed public

officers within the meaning of section twenty-five of chapter

five hundred and fourteen of the acts of nineteen hundred

and nine, nor shall they incur any personal liability as such.

Together with their agents and employees, they shall be

deemed agents of the transportation area. The trustees shall Compensation.

receive no stated salaries, but may be paid not more than

ten dollars each for every meeting attended, but no trustee

shall receive in the aggregate more than three hundred dol-
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lars annually. No stockholder in a street railway company
the property of which is leased to a transportation area shall

act as a trustee for such transportation area.

Section 6. The board of trustees of a transportation

area shall have full power to operate the street railway prop-

erty leased or acquired thereby, or to lease or sub-lease the

same, subject to such conditions as may be approved by the

department, and may appoint and remove and fix the com-

psnsation of such officers, managers and assistants as may
be necessary.

Section 7. At the first meeting of the said trustees, and

at each annual meeting thereafter, they shall elect from their

number a chairman, vice chairman, treasurer and a secretary

who shall perform such duties as the trustees shall prescribe.

The treasurer shall give a surety company bond in such

amount as the trustees shall fix, and the premium thereon

shall be paid as an expense of the area. Each trustee shall

be entitled to one vote on all matters calling for the determi-

nation of the board. The trustees shall hold such meetings

and transact such business as may be necessary for the

efficient operation of the transportation area. A majority of

the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of

business and the action of a majority of those present at any
meeting shall be deemed the action of the trustees. The
trustees shall annually, before February first of each year,

report, \^dth a detailed statement of the finances of the area,

to the several cities and towns of the area, and the treasurer

shall, once in every three months, make a financial report to

said cities and towns in such form as the trustees shall

prescribe.

Section 8. A transportation area established under this

act may take by right of eminent domain the whole prop-

erty, or any part thereof, of a street railway which the street

railway company has ceased, for more than ninety days, to

operate, provided that the department has determined that

public necessity and convenience require the operation of

the said street railway, or part thereof, and approves the

taking; and provided also that the taking is approved by a

majority of the voters voting thereon, substantially in- the

manner specified in section three hereof, in every city and
town included within the transportation area.

'Section 9. The cities and towns comprising a trans-

portation area shall contribute to the discharge of its liabilities

and obligations on the basis of one third part according to
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the single track street railway mileage running in or through

their respective limits, one third part according to their

population, and one third part according to their assessed

valuation. The department shall establish the said basis at

least once in three years.

Section 10. The financial year of a transportation area Financial year

shall end on the last day of each calendar year. The cities

and towns comprising the area shall, in proportion to their

respective interests, as defined in the preceding section, con-

tribute to make up any financial deficit resulting from the

operation of the area for any financial year, and the board of

assessors of anj' such city or town, upon receipt from the

trustees of a certificate sho'VN'ing the amount so found to be
due, shall include said amount in the annual tax le\'y of the

city or town for the year following the said financial year.

In case there is a surplus from such operation for any financial ^'gurpi^"'''

year, eighty-five per cent thereof shall be distributed by the earnings, etc.

trustees among the cities and towns comprising the area in

proportion to their respective interests, and fifteen per cent

thereof shall be held by the trustees to be applied to reduce

any deficit in any succeeding year. In reckoning a profit or Depreciation

a deficit, the trustees shall first charge off as depreciation ^ ^'^^^^

not less than three per cent and not more than five per cent

of the book value of the property.

Section 11. For the purpose of acquiring street railway Power to

property under the pro^isions of this act, of operating the iim[ted™°°^^

same, or of contributing toward the sums expended by the

transportation area for capital purposes, cities and towns
may, with the approval of the department, borrow money
in excess of the statutory limit, but not exceeding the sum of

two per cent of their respective assessed valuation. The issue of notes

board of trustees of transportation areas may for current ex- ^ ^^^ ^^'

penses issue from time to time short term notes for terms

not exceeding one year, pro^^ded that the notes shall first Proviso.

have the approval of the department.

Section 12. No extension of lines or trackage shall be Extension of

made or additional equipment purchased by a transportation
'°^^'

area without the consent of the department.

Section 13. The department may exclude from a trans- certain powers

portation area any city or town, but such exclusion shall not Sent of^pubiio

prevent the operation of street railways in or through its
"t'''*'^^-

territory. The department may also exclude any city or

town or part thereof, the inclusion of which would, in its

opinion, handicap the eflBcient operation of a transportation
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area. The department may permit the operation of street

railways AAithout the commonwealth by any transportation

area which borders on the boundary line of another state.

Section 14. The amount to be paid as rental imder a

lease of a street railway property shall not exceed seven per

cent of the price fixed in any option to purchase the prop-

erty. Rentals shall be paid to the owners of street railway

property by a transportation area at least once in six months.

No lease shall be made for a term of more than five or less

than two years, but a lease may be renewed if public neces-

sity and convenience, in the opinion of the department, so

require. A renewal of a lease shall be made in the same
manner as a new lease, except that the transportation area

shall give notice in writing to the owners of the property at

least four months in advance of such renewal. A lease may,

be terminated by the consent of a majority in interest of all

classes of stock in such company entitled to vote, and of a

majority of the voters of each city and town comprising the

transportation area, voting thereon upon submission at a

regular or special municipal election upon petition of ten per

cent of the registered voters of each city or town filed ^\^th

the city or town clerk \^'ithin thirty days of such election.

Section 15. Subject to the approval of the department

of public utilities, the trustees shall establish such fare zones

and shall fix such rates of fare to be charged by a transporta-

tion area as will reasonably assure sufficient income to meet

the cost of the service, including operating expenses, taxes,

rental, interest and the allowance for depreciation required

by section ten.

Section 16. It shall be the duty of the trustees to main-

tain the street railway property in good operating condition.

At the exjjiration of any lease which is not renewed, a trans-

portation area shall return the property to the owners in as

good condition as it was when first taken over, ordinary

wear and tear to be taken into consideration. All leases shall

be subject to a pro^^sion that any question of damages shall,

within ninety days from the date of expiration of a lease, be

submitted to the department, and its decision or award shall

be final, it being understood that fluctuations in the value of

the property and equipment shall not be taken into con-

sideration.

Section 17. In case a transportation area takes by right

of eminent domain the property of a street railway corpora-

tion, the department shall determine the damages. If the
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corporation is aggrieved by such determination, it may, upon Appeal to

petition within six months thereafter, have the damages e"^*'""'^

''""'^

'

assessed by a jury in the superior com-t in the same manner
as for takings for highway purposes. If, upon the trial, the

damages are increased, the petitioner shall recover costs,

otherwise it shall pay costs, which shall be assessed as in

other ci^^l cases.

Section 18. This act shall not apply to any territory Boston Eie-

served by the Boston Elevated Railway Company. Company I^^^

Apyrowd June 4, 1920. ''''^' ''""^ ^'='-

An Act to provide for levying an additional tax on
(Jjiar) 600

THE INCOME OF CERTAIN CORPORATIONS.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to Emergency

defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
^"^^^"^

emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of

the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter five hundred and fifty of the acts of nineteen 1920, 550, § 6.

hundred and twenty is hereby amended by striking out sec-
'^""'"''^

tion six and substituting the following:

—

-Section 6. The Rate of tax

taxes imposed under this act shall be levied on each of the certafn cor-°

corporations subject thereto at the rate of three quarters of
p°''^'^'°"^-

one per cent of their net income as herein defined and ap-

portioned to this commonwealth, and shall be retained for

the general purposes of the commonwealth.
Approved June 4, 1-920.

An Act to authorize cities and towns to limit build- Qhnjj aqi
INGS ACCORDING TO THEIR USE OR CONSTRUCTION TO
SPECIFIED DISTRICTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1 . A city or town may by ordinance or by-law cities and

restrict buildings to be used for particular industries, trades, buTwi^s m-""'*

manufacturing or commercial purposes to specified parts of thefr'Jfse or

the city or town, 'or may exclude them from specified parts toTpedfied"

of the city or town, or may provide that such buildings, if districts, etc.

situated in certain parts of the city or town, shall be subject

to special regulations as to their construction or use. A city

or town may also by ordinance or by-law provide that

certain kinds of dwelling houses and tenement houses shall


