
HOUSE 767

By Mrs. Walrath of Stow, petition of Patricia A. Walrath and other
members of the General Court that provision be made for home care
services insurance coverage for certain children. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five

An Act providing for home care services coverage for certain
CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 618 of the Acts of 1986 is hereby amended by adding
2 after Section 471 of Chapter 175 of the General Laws the follow-
-3 ing section:
4 Section 47J. Any blanket or general policy of insurance
5 described in subdivision (A), (C), or (D) of the section one hun-
-6 dred and ten which provides hospital expense and surgical
7 expense insurance and which is issued or subsequently renewed
8 by agreement between the insurer and the policyholder, within or
9 without the commonwealth, during the period this provision is

10 effective, or any policy of accident and sickness insurance as
11 described in section one hundred and eight which provides hospi-

-12 tal expense and surgical expense insurance and which is delivered
13 or issued for delivery or subsequently renewed by agreement
14 between the insurer and the policyholder in this commonwealth
15 during the period that this provision is effective, or any employ-
-16 ees’ health and welfare fund which provides hospital expense and
17 surgical expense benefits and which is promulgated or renewed to
18 any group of persons in the commonwealth while this provision is
19 effective, shall provide home care benefits for children with long
20 term medical needs for whom home care services are an alterna-
-21 live to hospitalization. Long term means longer than eight weeks
22 or terminal illness. Such benefits, as defined in Section 110 (K) of
23 Chapter 175 of the General Laws, plus the additional benefits
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24 described herein, shall be provided up to the cost of the otherwise
25 necessary hospitalization.
26 For children, these benefits must also provide payment for all
27 medically-necessary prescription drugs, durable and non-durable
28 medical supplies and equipment, and block private duty nursing
29 services, of up to 16 hours per day, from any public or private
30 home health agency, temporary nursing pool, or from any licensed
31 registered nurse or licensed practical nurse not residing in the
32 child’s residence. The physician’s home care plan must include all
33 medically necessary services, treatments, durable and non-durable
34 medical supplies and equipment and must specify the number of
35 hours per day of block private duty nursing based on a detailed
36 daily plan of all skilled nursing interventions required to maintain
37 the child’s medical well-being. The number of hours per day of
38 private duty nursing provided must be at least two-thirds of the
39 total daily time required to perform all of the daily skilled inter-
-40 vention on said plan. Such number of hours per day of private
41 duty nursing shall be revised at intervals of no less than eight
42 weeks. The same deductibles, co-insurance, and out-of-pocket
43 maximums which are applied to in-hospital benefits must also be
44 applied to these home care benefits.
45 And by further amending Section 81 of chapter 176 A of the
46 General Laws, as so appearing, by adding the following:
47 In addition, any contract between a subscriber and the corpora-
-48 tion under any group hospital service agreement shall provide
49 home care benefits for children with long-term medical needs for
50 whom home care services are an alternative to hospitalization up
51 to the cost of the otherwise necessary hospitalization. Long-term
52 means longer than eight weeks or terminal illness.
53 For children, these benefits must also provide payment for all
54 medically necessary prescription drugs, durable and non-durable
55 medical supplies and equipment, and block private duty nursing
56 services, of up to 16 hours per day, from any public or private
57 home health agency, temporary nursing pool, or from any licensed
58 registered nurse or licensed practical nurse not residing in the
59 child’s residence. The physician’s home care plan must include all
60 medically necessary services, treatments, durable and non-durable
61 medical supplies and equipment and must specify the number of
62 hours per day of block private duty nursing based on a detailed



31995] HOUSE No. 767

63 daily plan of all skilled nusing interventions required to maintain
64 the child’s medical well-being. The number of hours per day of
65 private duty nurisng provided must be at least two-thirds of the
66 total daily time required to perform all of the daily skilled inter-
-67 vention on said plan. Such number of hours per day of private
68 duty nursing shall be revised at intervals of no less than eight
69 weeks. The same deductibles, co-insurance, and out-of-pocket
70 maximums which are applied to in-hospital benefits must also be
71 applied to these home care benefits.
72 And by further amending Section 4of chapter 176 G of the
73 General Laws, as so appearing, by adding the following;
74 Such health maintenance contract shall also provide home care
75 coverage for children as set forth in section 47J of Chapter 175.
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