
OIJl? QInmmo«ui?altI? of Mnssntl^nBttts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty.

An Act to regulate the manufacture and sale of Chap.QSO
BEER, cider and LIGHT WINES.

Be it Enacted by the People, and by their Authority, as folloios:

Section 1. The words "certain non-intoxicating bev- Manufacture

erages" as used in this act shall be construed to mean all bl^rrcide/and

beverages containing not less than one half of one per cent
j.'Igu'iateX^

and not more than two and three fourths per cent of alcohol
^^o°[-intoxi-*^'"

by weight at sixty degrees Fahrenheit, and such beverages eating bey-.... erages, de-

sliall be deemed not to be intoxicating liquor. fined.'

Section 2. All provisions of existing statutes relating to certain laws

the appointment, tenure of office, powers and duties of Hcense force.Vt"!^^
'"

commissioners and boards shall remain in full force and
effect so far as may be necessary to carry out the purposes

and provisions of this act.

Section 3. In a city, which at its annual city election, Granting of

or in a town, which at its annual town election, votes to au- class ircen&^s°"'^

thorize the granting of licenses for the sale of "certain non-
intoxicating beverages" as hereinafter provided, licenses of

the first and second classes, as mentioned in section nine,

may be granted annually to applicants therefor by the

licensing boards in cities and by selectmen in towns.

Every license shall be signed by the licensing board in Licenses to be

cities having such boards, in other cities by the mayor and cJfrded, etc.

city clerk, and in towns by the chairman of the selectmen and
town clerks, and it shall be recorded in the office of the

licensing boards in cities having such boards, and in other

cities and towns, in the office of the city or town clerk, and
the licensee shall pay the recording officer one dollar for re-

cording the license. It shall name the person licensed, shall

set forth the nature of the license, and the building in which
the business is to be carried on, and shall continue in force

until the first day of the May next ensuing, unless sooner
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forfeited or rendered void. The aldermen and selectmen,

respectively, shall insert in the warrant for the annual city

election or town meeting an article providing for a vote upon
the question " Shall licenses be granted for the sale of certain

non -intoxicating beverages in this city or town?" The clerk

of each city or town shall within thirty days after such vote

is taken, transmit a true statement thereof to the secretary

of the commonwealth, and shall annually, in November,
make a return to said secretary, showing the number of

licenses of each class issued, the amount received for the

same by classes and the number revoked, if any.

Section 4. The licensing board of a city or town which
has voted to authorize the granting of licenses for the sale of

certain non-intoxicating beverages may, during March and
April, receive applications for such licenses, pubHsh, investi-

gate and act thereon, and may, in April, grant such licenses

to take effect on the first day of May following.

Section 5. In cities and towns which vote to authorize

the granting of licenses for the sale of certain non-intoxicating

beverages, the number of places Hcensed for the sale of such

beverages shall not exceed one for each one thousand of the

population as ascertained by the last preceding national or

state census, but one such place may be licensed in any
town having a population of less than one thousand. In

Boston, one such place may be licensed for each five hundred

of the population, but in no event shall the total number of

licensed places therein exceed one thousand. Nowhere in

the commonwealth shall a first class license be granted to

be exercised upon the same premises with a license of the

second class, except that a licensed innholder, who has a

license of the first class may likewise be granted a license of

the second class for the purpose of supphing said non-

intoxicating beverages to guests who have resorted to his

inn for food or lodging. No more than one license shall be

granted by any one vote of the licensing board. Such Hcenses

shall be numbered in regular order as granted, and any

license granted contrary to or in excess of the provisions of

this section shall be void; but in a town voting as aforesaid

at its last annual towoi meeting, which has less than five

thousand permanent residents according to the last preceding

state or national census but has an increased resident popu-

lation during the summer months, the selectmen may, on or

before the fifteenth day of May in any year, apply to the

chief of the bureau of statistics of labor to have an enumera-
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tion made of the temporary or smnmer residents of such

town. Said chief shall thereupon make such enumerations,

between the twenty-third and the twentj'-eighth day of

June next folloA\-ing under such rules as he shall establish.

A person who has not been a resident of such town for at

least three days preceding the enumeration shall not be re-

garded as a temporary or summer resident thereof. Said

chief may employ, for such enumeration, such persons as

may be necessary, who shall in all cases be residents of the

town if suitable and competent persons can be found; other-

wise, non-residents may be employed. The chief shall report

the total number of such temporary or summer residents to

the selectmen of the town on or before said twenty-eighth

day of June. The expenses incurred in making such special

enumeration shall be paid by the commonwealth. The Assessment of

1 • 1 1 Ti 1
• !-• towns for ex-

treasurer and receiver-general shall thereupon issue ms war- penseof

rant, as provided in section thirty-four of chapter twelve,

requiring the assessors of such town to assess a tax to the

amount of the expense incurred in making this special

enumeration, and such amount shall be collected and paid

over to the treasurer and receiA^er-general in the same manner
as other state taxes. The selectmen may, in April, recei\'e Granting of

applications for such licenses and investigate and publish towns wing

the same; and may grant one such license for each five hun- summer popu-

dred of such temporary resident population, not including ^^*^°"-

the permanent inhabitants of such town, as ascertained by
said special enumeration, to take effect on the first day of

July and to expire on the first day of October next following.

And in the towns of Hull and Nahant, it is further provided
Ift?""*^"^

that when either of said towns has voted to authorize the Nahant.

granting of hcenses for the sale of certain non-intoxicating

beverages at its last annual town meeting, and such special

enumeration has been made in the calendar year last pre-

ceding last annual town meeting, the selectmen may in

April receive applications for such licenses and investigate

and publish the same, and may grant one such license for

each five hundred of such temporary resident population, not

including the permanent inhabitants of the town ascertained

by said special enumeration taken in said last preceding
calendar year, to take effect on the fifteenth day of May
and to expire on the first day of October next following. A Penalty,

selectman, a member of a licensing board or census enumer-
ator who \iolates any provision of this section shall be
punished by a fine of five hundred dollars.
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Section 6. Notice of all applications for licenses shall,

at the expense of the applicant, to be paid in advance, be
published in the following manner: — In the city of Boston
by the licensing board in two or more daily newspapers
published therein; and in the Charlestown, East Boston,

South Boston, Dorchester, Roxbury and Brighton districts

of said city, respectively, in at least one weekly newspaper
published in the district in which the premises for wliich the

license is asked are situated, if any is there pubhshed; in

other cities having Ucensing boards, by said boards, and in

other cities and towns, by the mayor and aldermen, and the

selectmen, respectively, in such newspapers, printed therein

and published at least once a week, as they may designate;

or if no such newspaper is printed therein, then by posting

such notice in a conspicuous place on the premises described

in the apphcation for the license, and in two or more places

in which public notices are usually posted in the neighbor-

hood. Such notice shall set forth the name of the applicant

in full, the class of the license applied for, a particular de-

scription of the premises on which the license is to be exer-

cised, designating the building or part of a building to be

used, and, if practicable, the street and number, and shall

be published at least ten days before the licensing board

acts thereon. If a license is granted without such previous

pubhcation, any citizen of the city or town \nthin which

such license is issued may make complaint to the police,

district or municipal court, or the trial justice having juris-

diction therein; and if, after due hearing, it appears that

such notice was not given, the court or justice shall re-

voke the license and give notice thereof to the board which

issued it.

Section 7. The licensing board may at any time refuse

to issue a hcense to a person whom it considers unfit to

receive the same; but the provisions of this chapter shall

not be so construed as to compel said Ucensing board to

grant licenses.

Section 8. Each hcense shall be expressed, to be subject

to the follo^\^ng conditions: —
First, That the pro\dsions in regard to the nature of the

license, and the building in which the business may be carried

on under it, shall be strictly adhered to.

Second, That spirituous or intoxicating liquor shall not be

sold, exchanged or delivered, or exjDosed, offered or kept for

sale, exchange or delivery, upon the licensed premises.
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Third, Non-intoxicatins; beveraa-es shall not be sold between Sa'es at certain
tinies for-

the hours of eleven at night and six in the morning, or on the bidden, etc.

Lord's Day or on a legal hohday or on any day on which a

national, state, city or annual town election is held in the

city or town in which the licensed premises are situated;

but if the licensee is also licensed as an innholder, he may,

between the hours of six in the morning and eleven at night,

on the Lord's Day, a legal hohday, or such election day,

supply such beverages to persons who have resorted to his

inn for food or lodging.

Fourth, That there shall be no disorder, indecency, prosti- Disorder,

tution, lewdness or illegal gaming on the licensed premises, etc., on

or any premises connected there\nth by an interior com- premlles for-

munication. ^^^'^^"' ^*''-

Fifth, That the license, or a copy thereof, certified by the License or

recording officer of the Hcensing board or by the clerk of the be displayed.

city or town by which it is issued, shall be displayed on the

premises in a conspicuous position, where it can easily be

read.

Sixth, That the license shall be subject to forfeiture, as License

herein pro\ided, for breach of its conditions, and that, if the forfeiture, ^tc.

licensee is convicted of a \iolation of any of such conditions,

his license shall thereupon become void.

Each license of the first class shall be subject to the further First class

condition that the licensee shall hold a license as an innholder licensed^nn-

or common victualler.
^°''^'''- '''

Each license issued to a common \ictualler shall specify Licenses of

,
. , . , ,

...,'• common
the room or rooms m which such non-mtoxicatmg bev'erages victualler to

shall be kept or sold, and the holder of such license shall not fw Storage™/

keep, sell or deliver any such beverages in any room or part erigel
*"*""

of a building not so specified.

Section 9. Licenses shall be of the follovnng classes: —
First class, To sell malt bev^erages, cider and hght wines First class

containing not more than two and seventy-fi\-e one hun-
dredths per cent of alcohol by weight at sixty degrees Fahren-
heit, to be drunk on the premises.

Second class, To sell, or manufacture and sell, malt bever- Second class

ages, cider and light wines containing not more than two and
seventy-five one hundredths per cent of alcohol by weight
at sixty degrees Fahrenheit, not to be drunk on the premises.

Section 10. The fees for licenses of either class shall be Amount of fees.

not less than two hundred and fifty dollars.

Section 11. If a licensee dies before the expiration of the issuance of

term of his license, or if a license has been surrendered and death^of"^""
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cancelled, the board or authority issuing the license may
issue another license of any class, and the two licenses shall

count as one license; and said board or authority shall re-

quire as a license fee for said second license a part of the

Hcense fee required therefor for the whole year proportionate

to the unexpired term of the hcense. Said board or authority

may in its discretion, in cases where two Hcenses have been
issued in the same year, give a certificate to the party to

whom the first license was issued, or, in case of his death, to

his administrator or executor, stating that a part of the fee

paid therefor proportionate to the unexpired term of the

license is to be refunded to such party or to such adminis-

trator or executor by the treasurer of the city or town from

the fees thereafter received by said treasurer for licenses to

sell such non-intoxicating beverages. Said treasurer shall

comply with the requirements of such certificate, and shall

retain one quarter of the amount so paid from any money
thereafter due from him or the city to the commonwealth
on account of licenses to sell such non-intoxicating beverages.

If the licensee dies before the expiration of the term of his

license, the city or towm by which it was granted may re-

fund to his executor or administrator a part of the license

fee proportionate to the unexpired term of the license, and
the proportionate part of the percentage which has been paid

to the commonwealth shall be refunded to the city or town.

Section 12. The board which grants the license may
require a licensee to close permanently all entrances to the

licensed premises except those from the public street or

streets upon which said premises are situated, and may so

specify in the license. In such case the construction or

opening of any such entrance shall of itself make the license

void. A hcensee holding a license of the first class shall not

place or maintain or permit to be placed or maintained, in

any pubUc room used by him for the sale of such non-intoxi-

cating beverages under the provisions of his license, any

screen, blind, shutter, curtain, partition or painted, ground

or stained glass \Aindow, or any other obstruction, in such a

way as to interfere with a \ie\v of the business conducted in

the premises, and the placing or maintaining of any of said

obstructions shall of itself make the hcense void, except that

the board, at its discretion may, upon application of a

licensed innholder who also holds a hcense to sell such non-

intoxicating beverages, permit screens, curtains, or such

other obstructions as it may designate to be placed at the
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windows of the dining rooms of the hotel maintained by said

innholder, and said board shall have the power to revoke

such privilege.

Section 13. No Ucense of the first class shall be granted First class
licenses not to

for the sale of such non-intoxicating beverages in any building be issued for

or place on the same street as, and within four hundred feet public schools,

of, any building occupied in whole or in part by a public
^**''

school; but the provisions of this section shall not prevent

the granting of such license to be exercised on premises fitted

up and occupied as a place for selling such non-intoxicating

beverages under a license and by a license of a corresponding

class of tlie preceding year, although said premises are within

four hundred feet of a building used temporarily in whole or

in part for school purposes, if such use will cease perma-
nently within one year after the granting of such Hcense;

nor shall the provisions of this section prevent the granting issuance of

of such a license to be exercised in any hotel on the same hoteis^lar

street as, and having its bar more than four hundred feet
p^^Uc schools.

from, a building occupied in whole or in part by a public

school; provided, that there is no public bar in such hotel. Proviso.

Section 14. No hcense of the said classes shall be Licenses not to

granted to be exercised in a dwelling house. A hcense shall exerdsoina'^

be void when so granted, but the provisions of this section ^•^^e""^s ^o"*®'

shall not prevent the granting of a license to be exercised in

a store or shop which has no interior connection or means of

communication with a dwelling or tenement of any family.

Section 15. No license of the said classes shall be Licenses not to

granted to be exercised in any room or shop ha\ing any exercise^ in

""^

interior connection or means of communicating with a LT^ng interior

dwelling or tenement of any family, and the opening or cu^enTnirete*^

maintaining of any such connection or means of communi-
cation shall render the license void.

Section 16. A common victualler who holds a license Licensed

under the provisions of this chapter shall keep the licensed coS^'on
°^

premises closed between the hours of twelve at night and when'to''i^

five in the morning. closed.

Section 17. A hcense shall not be issued until the license Licenses not to

fee has been paid to the treasurer of the city or town by payment o^fii

which it is to be issued, nor until he has received a satis- bond'^,^'''''*

'^^

factory bond, payable to him as such treasurer, in the sum
of five hundred dollars, signed by the licensee and sufficient

surety or sureties, who shall be jointly and severally liable,

and conditioned for the payment of all costs, damages and
fines which may be incurred by a violation of the prov^isions
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No such bond shall be accepted or approved until each
surety has made and subscribed a statement under oath that

he is worth not less than one thousand dollars over and above
all liabilities and indebtedness, and the statement so made
shall designate sufficient property, real or personal, to cover

the requirement of the bond, and shall be kept on file with
the bond in connection with which said statement is made.
The bond to be taken in each case may be in the following

form :
—

Form of bond. Know all men hy these presents thnt we, A. B. of as

principal, and C. D. and E. F. of as sureties, are

held and firmly bound unto the treasurer of the city or town of

in the sum of $500, to which payment well and
truly to be made we bind ourselves and our legal representatives.

Sealed with our hands this daj^ of A.D.
191 . The condition of this obligation is such that whereas the
above bounden A. B. has this day been licensed by License No.

by the mayor and aldermen (board of police or licensing

board) of the city of (or of the selectmen of the town of)

in the county of ; now if the said A. B. shall well

and truly comply with all the provisions of law, then this bond shall

be void, but otherwise in force.

Executed in presence of:
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Section 18. No person, except a corporation organized

for the purpose of acting as surety on bonds and duly qualified

to do business in this commonwealth, shall be accepted as

surety upon more than ten bonds which may be given under

the pro\'isions of the preceding section. Each surety, except

as aforesaid, shall make a written statement, under oath,

that he is not a surety upon more than nine other bonds

given under the provisions of said section, and such state-

ment shall be kept on file with the bond.

Section 19. Licensing boards may transfer licenses from

one location to another within the city or town in which

such licenses are in force ; but such transfer shall be granted

only to the original licensee, and like notice shall be given,

the same provisions shall apply, and other proceedings shall

be the same as are required upon the granting of licenses,

except that no new license fee shall be required.

Section 20. The treasurer of a city or town shall, within

tliirty days after the receipt of money for licenses for the sale
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of certain non-intoxicating beverages, make a return of the r"oney received

amount thereof to the treasurer and receiver-general, and

at the same time shall pay to him one fourth of the amount
so received, and for neglect thereof he shall pay interest at

the rate of six per cent per annum on the amount of such

receipts from the time they become due until they are paid.

Section 21, The licensing board of a city, the selectmen Licensing

of a town or any police officer or constable specially author- mTy'^e^ilter

"

ized by either of them, may at any time enter upon the prlmTses to in-

premises of a person who is licensed under the provisions of
^'e^tigate, etc.

this chapter to ascertain the manner in which such person

conducts his business and to preserve order. Such police May take

officer or constable may at any time take samples for analy- anaiysIs/"'^

sis from any beverages kept on such premises, and the vessel

or vessels containing such samples shall be sealed on the

premises by the seal of the dealer and shall remain so sealed

until presented to the assayer for analysis, and duplicate

samples shall be left with the dealer.

Section 22. The licensing board, after notice to the Forfeiture or

Hcensee and reasonable opportunity for him to be heard by Stes.'°"
°

them or by a committee of the mayor and aldermen or

selectmen, if the license was granted by them, may declare

his Hcense forfeited or may suspend his license for such period

of time as they may deem proper, upon satisfactory proof

that he has violated or permitted a \iolation of any condi-

tion thereof, or any pro\ision of this act. If the license is Licensees for-

declared to have been forfeited, the Hcensee shall be dis- to be dli-'"'"'

qualified to receive a license for one year after the expiration '^'"''''fi^"^- ^^

of the term of the license so forfeited, and if he is the owner
of the premises described in such forfeited hcense, no license

shall be issued to be exercised on said premises for the residue

of the term hereof.

Section 23. During the period between the date when Granting of

this act takes effect and the first day of May in the year cutes^and

succeeding the next annual election in any city or town, h°ad"voted"at

hcenses of either of the classes hereinabo\'e provided for may iflctio" to'

be granted in ai:^y city or town which had ^'oted to authorize o"in?oxlcaUng

the sale of intoxicating liquors at the last annual election at HQuors.

which that question appeared upon the ballot. The hcensing

board of said city or town may at any time after this act

takes effect receive apphcations for such licenses, publish,

investigate and act thereon, and may grant such hcenses to

take effect from the date on which they are granted and to

expire on the thirtieth day of April following the next ammal
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election. The provisions of this act, except section four,

shall be appHcable to such licenses.

Section 24. Whoever, not being duly licensed as pro-

vided herein, sells, exposes or keeps for sale certain non-
intoxicating beverages as herein defined, or violates any
provisions of his license or of this chapter, shall, unless other-

wise expressly provided, be punished by a fine of not less

than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, and by im-

prisonment for not less than one nor more than six months;

and such conviction of a licensee shall render any license to

him void. Such Hcensee shall be disqualified to hold a license

for one year after his conviction, and, if he is the owner of

the licensed premises, no license shall be exercised on the

premises described in the forfeited license during the residue

of the term thereof.

Section 25. The pro\isions of chapter one hundred of

the Revised Laws, and of the acts in amendment thereof or

supplementary thereto, shall not apply to the non-intoxicating

beverages referred to in this act, nor shall such bev^erages be

deemed intoxicating liquors within the meaning of those

words in any of the statutes of the commonwealth.

Certificate of
state secretary
as to approval
of the law by
the people.

Office of the Secretary, Boston, November 24, 1920.

I hereby certify that the foregoing law entitled "An Act

to regulate the Manufacture and Sale of Beer, Cider and

Light Wines" was approved by the People at the State

Election held on November 2, 1920, pursuant to the provi-

sions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Consti-

tution.

ALBERT P. LANGTRY,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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