
HOUSE No. 1277
By Mr. Glodis of Worcester, petition of William J. Glodis, Jr., for

legislation to improve English language acquisition programs in the
public schools of the Commonwealth. Education, Arts and
Humanities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five

An Act to improve English language acquisition.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section lof chapter seventy-one Aof the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by adding the following definitions:
4 “English language acquisition program”, a full-time program of
5 instruction designed to meet the special needs of children of limited
6 English proficiency using instructional methodologies in either
7 transitional bilingual education, English as a second language,
8 structured immersion or other special or experimental program
9 based on sound educational theory.

10 “Program in English as a second language”, a full-time pro-
-11 gram of instruction in which a child of limited English proficiency
12 (1) receives, for part of each day, instruction in all courses or sub-
-13 jects the child is required by law to receive and which are required
14 by the child’s school committee in a mainstream classroom in
15 English, and (2) receives one to three hours each day of English as
16 a second language instruction for developing, listening, speaking,
17 reading and writing comprehension in English, depending on the
18 age and English proficiency of each child.
19 “Program in structured immersion”, a full-time program of lim-

-20 ited English proficiency from the same language background
21 (1) receive instruction in all those courses or subjects which are
22 required by law and which are required by the school committee;
23 (2) the courses or subjects are given in English in a manner where
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24 no prior knowledge of English is assumed and subject content is
25 introduced in a way that can be understood by the student; and
26 (3) instruction is given by a teacher certified in English as a sec-
-27 ond language by the board of education who is fluent in the native
28 language of the children being taught, or by a teacher of English
29 as a second language who, if not fluent in the native language of
30 the children, is assisted by a teacher’s aide who is fluent in the
31 child’s native language.
32 “Teacher of English as a second language”, a teacher with
33 (1) speaking, reading and writing proficiency in English, includ-
-34 ing knowledge of English vocabulary, structure and usage, (2) a
35 familiarity with theories of language acquisition and linguistics,
36 and (3) training in methods of second language instruction and in
37 communicating with students whose native language is other than
38 English.

1 SECTION 2. Section 1 of Chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is
2 hereby amended by striking out lines 12 to 15 and inserting in
3 place thereof the following definition:
4 “Teacher of transitional bilingual education”, a teacher with
5 (1) speaking, reading, and writing proficiency in a language other
6 then English, (2) speaking, reading and writing proficiency in
7 English, including knowledge of English vocabulary, structure and
8 usage, (3) a familiarity with theories of language acquisition and
9 linguistics, (4) training in methods of second language instruction,

10 and (5) certification in elementary education or in a subject area
11 for secondary level teaching.

1 SECTION 3. Section 1 of Chapter 71 A, as so appearing is
2 hereby further amended by striking out the words “Children of
3 limited English-speaking ability” and inserting in place thereof
4 the words “Children of limited English proficiency”.

1 SECTION 4. Sections, 2,3, 4,5, 7,8, and 9 of Chapter 71A of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition, are
3 hereby amended by striking out the words “transitional bilingual
4 education” wherever they appear and substituting in place thereof
5 the words “English language acquisition” in each instance, and by
6 striking out the words “limited English-speaking ability” wherever
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7 they appear and substituting in place thereof the words “limited
8 English proficiency” in each instance.

1 SECTION 5. Section 2of Chapter 71A of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the second para-
-3 graph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph;—
4 When, at the beginning of any school year, there are within a
5 city, town or school district not including children who are
6 enrolled in existing private school systems, children of limited
7 English proficiency in any language classification, the school
8 committee shall establish an English language acquisition pro-
-9 gram. The school committee shall institute such programs and

10 techniques as will, in the reasonable judgment of the school com-
-11 mittee, be most effective in removing the language barrier to an
12 equal education for children of limited English proficiency. Such
13 programs shall be based on sound educational theory, provide
14 appropriate resources, staff, and materials, and demonstrate stu-
-15 dent progress in English language learning.

1 SECTION 6. Section 2of Chapter 71A of the General Laws,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the third para-
-3 graph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 Every school-age child of limited English proficiency not
5 enrolled in existing private school systems shall be enrolled and
6 participate in the English language acquisition program estab-
-7 lished by the city, town or school district in which the child
8 resides until such time as the child achieves a level of English
9 proficiency which will enable the child to perform successfully in

10 classes in which instruction is given only in English but not to
11 exceed three years.

1 SECTION 7. Section 2of Chapter 71A of the General Laws,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the words
3 “subject to the”, in line 25 in paragraph 4, the word “written”.

1 SECTION 8. Section 2of Chapter 71A of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the last two para-
-3 graphs and substituting in place thereof the following paragraphs:
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4 The department shall adopt standardized criteria for the identi-
-5 fication, assessment, and classification of children of limited
6 English proficiency eligible for entry into the English language
7 acquisition program and exit from such program. The department
8 shall develop language proficiency tests in English and basic
9 skills tests in each language classification identified by the school

10 committees in the commonwealth. Examinations in language pro-
-11 ficiency in English and in basic skills in each language classifica-
-12 tion shall be administered annually to all children enrolled and
13 participating in an English language acquisition program. No
14 school committee shall transfer a child of limited English profi-
-15 ciency out of an English language acquisition program unless the
16 child is able to participate equally in classes in which instruction
17 is given only in English as determined by (1) tests administered at
18 the end of each school year to determine the extent to which the
19 child has developed oral and written language proficiency and lan-
-20 guage skills in English, (2) teacher evaluation, (3) written or oral
21 recommendation of the parent, and (4) child interview.
22 A child exited from an English language acquisition program
23 after 3 years who is later determined to have academic difficulties
24 shall have equal access to appropriate remedial programs.
25 Each school committee required by this chapter to implement
26 an English language acquisition program shall conduct a periodic
27 assessment and continuous diagnosis on such programs for the
28 purpose of completing an annual performance report to be submit-
-29 ted to the department.
30 Each school committee required by this chapter to implement
31 an English language acquisition program shall submit annually a
32 performance report to the department which shall include the fol-
-33 lowing information broken down by school, grade and language:
34 (1) the number of children identified as limited English proficient,
35 (2) the identification and assessment procedures used to determine
36 limited English proficiency, (3) a description of the programs and
37 services available to children of limited English proficiency,
38 (4) the number of children participating in each program,
39 (5) results of examinations in language proficiency in English and
40 basic skills testing in each language classification, (6) data as to
41 the absentee, drop out, promotion, suspension and expulsion rates,
42 (7) the academic progress in regular education of children who
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43 have completed a program in English language acquisition, (8) the
44 number of children each year who have enrolled in institutions of
45 higher education and were formerly enrolled in a program of
46 English language acquisition, (9) reassessment criteria and proce-
-47 dures, (10) the source and amount of monies expended, and (11) the
48 number and qualifications of program staff.

1 SECTION 9. Chapter 71A of the General Laws, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by adding the following new section;
3 Section 2A. The school committee may establish a language
4 program to promote and maintain competence in a non-English
5 language through instruction in the listening, speaking, reading,
6 and writing comprehension of said language. Such a program
7 shall be provided in addition to the English language acquisition
8 program and all those courses or subjects taught in English which
9 a child is required by law to receive and which are required by the

10 child’s school committee. Any child in the regular instruction pro-
-11 gram or the English language acquisition program may participate
12 in the language program. The language teaching curriculum may
13 extend to all grades, from the first grade to the twelfth grade, in a
14 well articulated, sequential manner so as to afford all school chil-
-15 dren the opportunity of attaining proficiency in a second lan-
-16 guage. The language program may include, but not be limited to,
17 courses in the history, customs, and culture associated with the
18 county or region of the language taught in the program.
19 A child’s enrollment in such a program requires the written
20 approval of the child’s parent and is subject to the approval of the
21 school committee.

1 SECTION 10. Chapter 71A of the General Laws, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by adding the following new section:
3 Section 28. Each school committee required by this chapter to
4 implement an English language acquisition program shall estab-
-5 lish a parent advisory council on English language acquisition,
6 The parent advisory council shall be appointed by the school com-
-7 mittee and shall consist of parents of children of limited English
8 proficiency enrolled in an English language acquisition programs.
9 The parent advisory council shall have at least five members,

10 including one representative from each language classification
11 ascertained by the school committee.
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12 The parent advisory council shall meet regularly with school
13 administrators and teachers in the English language acquisition
14 programs and shall meet at least once annually with the school
15 committee to participate in the planning, development and evalua-
-16 tion of the school committee’s English language acquisition pro-
-17 grams. Members of the parent advisory council shall have access
18 to the English language acquisition program records.

1 SECTION 11. Section 4of Chapter 71A of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended in section 4of this act, is hereby further
3 amended by adding the words “or second language program” after
4 the words “English language acquisition program” in each
5 instance, and by adding the words “or second language programs”
6 after the words “English language acquisition programs”.

1 SECTION 12. The fourth paragraph of section 6 of Chapter 71A
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition, is
3 hereby amended by adding the following three sentences:—
4 Effective September first, nineteen hundred and ninety-five, no
5 person shall be eligible for employment by a school committee as
6 a teacher of transitional bilingual education who has not had train-
-7 ing in the bilingual teaching methodologies, such as bilingual child
8 development, first and second language acquisition theory, meth-
-9 ods and materials of bilingual education, bilingual education and

10 literacy theory and practice, multicultural curriculum design, an
11 understanding of the United States culture and history, and under-
-12 standing of the culture and history associated with the language
13 other than English; provided, however, that this provision shall
14 not apply to any person granted a certificate as a teacher of transi-
-15 tional bilingual education pursuant to an interstate reciprocity
16 agreement. All teachers of transitional bilingual education who
17 are employed by a city, town or school district to teach children of
18 limited English proficiency on the effective date of this act and
19 who do not meet the above criteria for certification as a teacher of
20 transitional bilingual education, shall have a three year period
21 from the effective date of this act to obtain such certification.
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1 SECTION 13. Section 8 of chapter 847 of the acts of 1973, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 865 of the acts of 1977, is hereby
3 further amended by inserting, after the second sentence, the
4 following two sentences:
5 Notwithstanding any general or special act or regulation to the
6 contrary, effective September one, nineteen hundred and ninety-
-7 five, no person shall be eligible to be employed by a school com-
-8 mittee to teach English as a second language, unless that person
9 meets the board’s standards for certification as a teacher of

10 English as a second language under the board’s regulations for
11 teacher certification which took effect September one, nineteen
12 hundred and eighty-two. All teachers of English as a second lan-
-13 guage who are employed by a city, town or school district on the
14 effective date of this act and who do not meet the above criteria
15 for certification as a teacher of English as a second language shall
16 have a three year period from the effective date of this act to
17 obtain such certification.

1 SECTION 14. Section 7of Chapter 71A of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended in section 4of this act, is hereby further
3 amended by adding after the word “pre-school”, wherever it
4 appears and inserting the words “, extended day, extended week,”
5 in each instance.

1 SECTION 15. Section 49 of Chapter 15 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the second paragraph the following paragraphs:
4 Each school committee required to provide a program in
5 English language acquisition pursuant to chapter seventy-one Aof
6 the General Laws as amended in this act shall file the following
7 information with the department every year:—
8 (a) the type of English language acquisition programs and serv-
-9 ices available to children of limited English proficiency; (b) with

10 regard to children of limited English proficiency, (i) the number
11 enrolled in each type of English language acquisition program;
12 (ii) the identification and assessment procedures used to deter-
-13 mine limited English proficiency; (iii) the results of basic skills,
14 curriculum assessment, achievement and English language profi-
-15 ciency testing; (iv) the absentee, suspension, expulsion, dropout
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16 and promotion rates; (v) the number of children each year who
17 have enrolled in institutions of higher education and were formerly
18 enrolled in a program in English language acquisition, (c) reassess-
-19 ment criteria and procedures; (d) the academic progress in regular
20 education of children who have completed a program in English
21 language acquisition; (e) the source and amount of monies
22 expended on programs in English language acquisition and serv-
-23 ices provided to children of limited English proficiency; (f) for
24 each child of limited English proficiency receiving special educa-
-25 tion evaluation and the movement in special education programs
26 by program prototype. Said information shall be filed in the form
27 of the total for the school district as well as categorized by school,
28 grade and language.
29 Each school committee required to provide a program in
30 English language acquisition pursuant to chapter seventy-one Aof
31 the General Laws shall also file the following information with
32 the department every year: the names and addresses of all mem-
-33 bers of the parent advisory council of the English language acqui-
-34 sition program and the name, national origin, native language, cer-
-35 tificates held, language proficiency, grade levels and subjects
36 taught of each teacher of transitional bilingual education or
37 English as a second language teacher, aide or paraprofessional,
38 guidance or adjustment counselor, and school psychologist
39 responsible for providing instruction or other services to children
40 of limited English proficiency.

1 SECTION 16. Section 35 of Chapter 69 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by Section 139 of Chapter 177 of the Acts
3 of 1990, is hereby further amended by striking out the first para-
-4 graph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:—
5 There shall be within the department of education, subject to
6 appropriation, a bureau of English language acquisition which
7 shall be headed by a project director. The project director shall be
8 appointed by the board of education upon the recommendation of
9 the commissioner, and the associate commissioner of curriculum
10 and instruction, and said project director shall have the minimum
11 qualifications of a bachelor degree in either business or public
12 administration, liberal arts, or science, and have at least three
13 years of documented administrative experience and two years’
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14 teaching experience in English as a second language. The project
15 director or the commissioner shall file a biannual report on
16 English language acquisition programs with the board of educa-

-17 tion, the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk of the
18 senate. Said report shall consist of a compilation of the school
19 committees’ reports required under section two of the school com-

-20 mittees’ reports required under section two of chapter seventy-one
21 A and paragraph three of section forty-nine of chapter fifteen.

1 SECTION 17. Section 35 of chapter 69 of the General Laws,
2 as so appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out the
3 words “transitional bilingual education” wherever they appear and
4 substituting in place thereof the words “English language acquisi-
-5 tion” in each instance, and by striking out the words “limited
6 English-speaking ability” wherever they appear and substituting
7 in place thereof the words “limited English proficient” in each
8 instance.

1 SECTION 18. Chapter 70 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1988 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 words “transitional bilingual education program” wherever they
4 appear, and substituting in place thereof the words “English lan-
-5 guage acquisition program” in each instance, by striking out the
6 words “transitional bilingual programs” in line 49 and substituting
7 in place thereof the words “English language acquisition pro-
-8 grams”, and by striking out the words “programs in transitional
9 bilingual education” wherever they appear, and substituting in

10 place thereof the words “programs in English language acquisi-
-11 tion” in each instance.
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