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firmative votes shall take effect and the other shall be

void.

Section 51. The ballots used in voting upon such pro- Ballots to show

posed measure shall state the nature of the measure in terms me^s'irref etc.

sufficient to show the substance thereof. No measiu-e shall

go into effect unless it receives the affirmative votes of at

least a third of the whole number of registered voters.

Section 52. All official bonds, recognizances, obhgations. Existing obii-

contracts and all other instruments entered into or executed tr^acts°^taTe"'

by or to the town of Gardner before the organization of the to bl'l'nfor^ced,

city government under this act and all taxes, special assess- ®**'-

ments, fines, penalties, forfeitures incurred or imposed, due
or owing to the town, shall be enforced and collected, and all

writs, prosecutions, actions and causes of action, except as

herein otherwise pro\'ided, shall continue without abatement
and remain unaffected by this act; and no legal act done by
or in favor of the town shall be rendered invahd by the

acceptance of this act.

All laws, by-laws, rules and regulations, general or special, ah laws, etc^^

relating to the town of Gardner, in force at the time when force, until,

this act takes full effect, shall, until altered, amended or re-
^^'

pealed, continue in force in the city of Gardner, so far as the

same are not inconsistent herewith.

Section 53. This act shall be submitted to the voters of
^°t^g/JJ^'

the town of Gardner at the annual town election in March voters, etc.

in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-two for their ac-

ceptance. At such election the polls shall be open not less

than eight hours; and the vote shall be taken by ballot, in

accordance with the provisions of the General Laws so far

as the same shall be applicable and not inconsistent here-

with, in answer to the following question w-hich shall be
placed upon the official ballot used for the election of town
officers: "Shall an act passed by the general court in the

year nineteen hundred and twenty-one, entitled 'An Act to

incorporate the city of Gardner', be accepted?" If a ma-
jority of the voters present and voting thereon vote to accept

this act then the same shall take effect; but not otherwise.

Approved March 15, 1921.

An Act to provide for the participation of the county
(Jfiaj) 120

in the repair and improvement of public ways.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter eighty-one of the General Laws is g. l. si, new

hereby amended by inserting after section twenty-six the f25!°"
*^*^"^
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Counties may
contribute,
etc., for repair
and improve-
ment of public
ways in small
towns.

Counties not
to be liable for

defects, etc.

G. L. 84, new
section after

§ 11.

Counties may
aid in main-
tenance of
public ways
constructed or
improved by
county funds,
etc.

Counties not
to be liable for

defects, etc.

following new section: — Section 26A. The county com-
missioners of the county wherein any public way is to be re-

paired or improved under the pro\isions of the preceding
section may contribute and expend county funds therefor in

accordance \dth such agreements as the commissioners may
make with the division and the selectmen of the town. Said
county funds may be paid to the division or to the town
from time to time as the work progresses, to the extent that

the said commissioners are satisfied that the work for which
agreements have been made is being done in accordance
therewith. Such contributions or ex]Denditures by a county
shall not render it liable for defects in any way or for damages
to persons travehng thereon, and when the work of repair or

maintenance for which such contribution or expenditure is

made is completed, there shall be no further obligation on
the part of the county as to the repair and maintenance
thereof until a further contribution is made by the county
commissioners for such purpose.

Section 2. Chapter eighty-four of the General Laws is

hereby amended by inserting after section eleven the fol-

lowing new section: — Section 11A. When a public way
other than a state highway has been constructed or improved
in whole or in part by aid of money contributed by a county,

the said way shall be kept and maintained in good repair and
condition by the town in which the same Hes, but the county
may aid in such maintenance, and for such purpose the

county commissioners may grant sums of money from the

county treasury to be paid to the town to aid in such repairs

as the commissioners may order. Such money may be paid

to the town from time to time as the work progresses to the

extent that the commissioners are satisfied that the same is

being done in accordance with their directions. Such grants

or contributions shall not render a county hable for defects

in any way or for damages to persons travehng thereon, and
when the work of repair or maintenance for w^hich such

grants or contributions are made is completed there shall be

no further obligation on the part of the county as to the

repair or maintenance thereof until a further grant or order

is made by the county commissioners for such purposes.

Approved March Id, 1921.


