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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five

An Act relative to possession of marihuana for medical purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 32C of Chapter 94C of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by adding the following subsection:
4 (c) It shall be a prima facie defense to a charge of possession of
5 marihuana with intent to distribute that (1) the defendant is a
6 patient certified to participate in a therapeutic research program
7 described in Chapter ninety-four D, or (2) the defendant, without
8 the medical use of marihuana, (i) would be faced with a clear and
9 imminent danger, (ii) could reasonably expect that his use of mari-

-10 huana would be effective in abating the danger, and (ii) there is no
11 legally available alternative which would be equally effective in
12 abating the danger.

1 SECTION 2. Section 34 of said Chapter 94C, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph;
3 It shall be a prima facie defense to a charge of possession of
4 marihuana under this section that (1) the defendant is a patient
5 certified to participate in a therapeutic research program described
6 in Chapter ninety-four D, or (2) the defendant, without medical
7 use of marihuana, (i) would be faced with a clear and imminent
8 danger, (ii) could reasonably expect that his use of marihuana
9 would be effective in abating the danger, and (iii) there is no

10 legally available alternative which would be equally effective in
11 abating the danger.
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