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By Mr. Fitzgerald of Boston, petition of Thomas M. Menino, John
E. McDonough, other members of the General Court and another for
legislation to permit prompt action involving emergency conditions in
federally-assisted public housing. Housing and Urban Development.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five

An Act to permit prompt action on emergency conditions in

FEDERALLY-ASSISTED HOUSING.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
2 its purpose, which is to immediately respond to conditions in feder-
-3 ally-assisted projects which pose an imminent threat to the health or
4 safety of public housing tenants, therefore it is hereby declared to be
5 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of
6 public housing.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. That funding provided to housing authorities by
2 the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
3 to remedy emergency conditions is subject to recapture if the
4 funded repairs are not completed within a specific time period;
5 that current law can cause delays which impede the ability of
6 housing authorities to complete such repairs within such time
7 periods; and that it is in the best interests of public housing ten-
-8 ants, housing authorities, and the Commonwealth that federal
9 funds provided to housing authorities to repair emergency condi-

-10 tions in federally-assisted projects not be lost and recaptured due
11 to the inability of housing authorities to employ such funds within
12 the prescribed time period.

1 SECTION 2. Accordingly, whenever conditions exist in any
2 federally-assisted project which are determined by the United
3 States Department of Housing and Urban Development to pose an
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4 immediate threat to the health or safety of the tenants of such pro-
-5 ject and said Department has, therefore, provided funds desig-
-6 nated as emergency modernization funds to a housing authority
7 for the repair of such conditions subject to completion of such
8 repair work within a specific time period, then, notwithstanding
9 the provisions of any other law to the contrary, such housing

10 authority is authorized to initiate such repair work immediately
11 and in undertaking such repair work, to obtain only such competi-
-12 live bids as it is able to obtain within the time available to employ
13 such emergency federal funds for such work.

1 SECTION 3. It is hereby further declared that a housing
2 authority should not be delayed in using currently available federal
3 funds to repair emergency conditions in federally-assisted pro-
-4 jects. Accordingly, notwithstanding any other law to the contrary,
5 where a housing authority has federal funds, other than funds
6 described above, which may be used under federal law to remedy
7 conditions that pose an immediate threat to the health or safety of
8 public housing residents, such housing authority may undertake
9 such project solely under federal rather than state law, provided

10 that such project meets federal standards applicable to emergency
11 procurements.
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