
HOUSE No. 2189
By Mr. Mariano of Quincy, petition of Ronald Mariano, Robert M.

Koczera and A. Stephen Tobin relative to the housing needs of elderly
and disabled persons. Housing and Urban Development.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five.

An Act relative to the housing needs of the elderly and the
HANDICAPPED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. There shall be established, within the Executive
2 Office of Communities and Development, a service coordinator
3 pilot program to assist residents in housing for the elderly and
4 handicapped. Such service coordinators shall be assigned to
5 mixed populations residing in housing for the elderly and the
6 handicapped, and shall be assigned to certain housing develop-
-7 ments as determined by the Executive Office of Communities and
8 Development.
9 The Executive Office, in conjunction with the Executive Office

10 of Health and Human Services, the Executive Office of Elder
11 Affairs, the Massachusetts Housing Finance Agency, and the
12 Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission, and the Office on
13 Disability, shall develop the guidelines of said service coordinator
14 pilot program and in evaluating said program. The guidelines shall
15 contain improved methods for screening potential tenants and
16 linking housing authorities with social service agencies and local
17 police departments that target alcoholism and other conditions
18 leading to problems and conflicts among residents of the housing.
19 The guidelines shall be implemented in all aspects of application
20 to the pilot program and to the mixed housing populations
21 residing therein,
22 The Executive Office of Communities and Development shall
23 provide service coordinators in the pilot program, who shall be
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24 assigned to each building with mixed population housing, to assist
25 residents to maintain successful tenancies in mixed population
26 housing. The effectiveness of the pilot program shall be studied
27 for replication in various geographic areas of the state, and find-
-28 ings and recommendations shall be submitted to the Joint
29 Committee on Ways and Means no later than June first, nineteen
30 hundred and ninety-five.

1 SECTION 2. The Executive Office of Communities and
2 Development (herein referred to as EOCD) shall establish and
3 administer a rental assistance pilot program for low income per-
-4 sons who are clients of the Department of Mental Health (herein
5 referred to as DMH). EOCD shall establish an interagency agree-
-6 ment with the Executive Office of Health and Human Services
7 (herein referred to as EOHHS) to provide services to participants
8 in the pilot program and to obtain compliance with requirements
9 set forth for the program, including tenancy requirements, as

10 established by EOCD.
11 The interagency agreement shall include a cooperative compo-
-12 nent that establishes an administrative appeal board comprised of
13 seven members, appointed as follows:
14 1. three members to be appointed by the Secretary of EOHHS;
15 2. three members to be appointed by the Secretary of EOCD,
16 one of whom shall be a representative of a local housing
17 authority;
18 3. one member to be appointed by the Secretary of the
19 Executive Office of Public Safety.
20 Said members shall serve board terms of one year, which may
21 be renewed on an annual basis.
22 The administrative appeal board shall conduct appeals filed by
23 program participants who have been terminated from the pilot
24 program due to inability to meet program requirements or the
25 terms of the service plan.
26 Eligibility requirements for pilot program applicants shall
27 include:
28 1. applicant must be a client ofDMH
29 2. applicant must be eligible for state-funded elderly or dis-
-30 abled or handicapped housing, or be a resident of state-funded
31 elderly or disabled or handicapped housing;



31995] HOUSE No. 2189

32 3. applicant must agree to be assessed by DMH for the pur-
-33 poses of determining servicing needs and for compliance with the
34 service plans ofDMH in consultation with the applicant.
35 The local housing authority shall assist participants in applying
36 for Section 8 housing, but shall not remove such person’s name
37 from the waiting list for a state-funded elderly, disabled, or handi-
-38 capped housing development. Clients of DMH who are on a
39 waiting list for state-funded elderly, disabled or handicapped
40 housing shall be given priority over clients of DMH who reside in
41 said housing on the effective date of this act, for placement in the
42 pilot program in accordance with established guidelines.
43 Income eligibility for the pilot program for DMH clients
44 residing in state-funded housing shall be based upon continued
45 occupancy standards, as specified in regulatory governance, pro-
-46 vided that no program participant shall be required to pay more
47 than twenty-five percent of net income as defined in regulatory
48 governance for transitional housing if utilities are not provided, or
49 thirty percent of income for transitional housing when utilities are
50 provided. The pilot program shall provide transitional housing
51 and participants shall be required, as a condition of participation
52 in the program, to accept appropriate permanent housing in accor-
-53 dance with guidelines set forth by EOCD. Refusal by participants
54 to accept such housing may be a condition for termination from
55 the program. Transitional housing funds shall be awarded to a
56 local housing agency on the basis of the needs of the community
57 served by the local housing agency as determined by EOCD.

1 SECTION 3. EOCD shall require a local housing agency and
2 the area office of DMH to submit a joint agreement on the
3 housing needs of clients of DMH who meet eligibility require-
-4 ments for state-funded elderly or handicapped housing within the
5 community service area.
6 Housing authorities shall work in conjunction with state ser-
-7 vicing agencies and local police departments in developing and
8 implementing screening devices that utilize client histories, crim-
-9 inal records, and other relevant records. State servicing agencies

10 shall work with housing authorities to provide referral networks
11 with local support service agencies and treatment programs.
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12 The local housing agency shall administer the pilot program in
13 accordance with guidelines established by EOCD and shall notify
14 the administrative appeals board prior to terminating any resident
15 from the pilot program.

1 SECTION 4. Section lof chapter 1218 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking the number “sixty-two” in line 82 and
3 by inserting in place thereof the number: sixty.

1 SECTION 5. Section 39 of chapter 1218 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the last paragraph, the fol-
-3 lowing new paragraphs:
4 Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary,
5 each local housing authority organized under this chapter, which
6 manages housing units provided under this section and section
7 forty shall give priority in placement to non-elderly handicapped
8 persons of low income who are eligible to receive such housing
9 and who are qualified under the criteria established by EOCD reg-

-10 ulations in ten percent of said units. Non-elderly handicapped per-
il sons of low income shall receive first preference for said
12 percentage of units until such percentage is met. If a local housing
13 authority determines that there are insufficient numbers of eligible
14 and qualified non-elderly handicapped persons of low income to
15 fill ten percent of the housing units, the local housing authority
16 shall place eligible and qualified elderly persons of low income in
17 said units. The ten percent of units for which eligible and quali-
-18 fied non-elderly handicapped persons of low income receive pri-
-19 ority in placement shall not include the percentage of units for
20 which handicapped persons of low income without regard to age,
21 and their families, are given priority pursuant to subsection (f) of
22 section forty of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B. If the
23 exact percentage of ten percent is not possible for a local housing
24 authority, the authority shall give priority in placement for the
25 number of units which results in a percentage as much in prox-
-26 imity to ten percent as is attainable.

1 SECTION 6. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
2 contrary, each local housing authority organized under this chapter
3 shall give first preference in placement to elderly persons of low
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4 income, who are eligible to receive such housing and who are
5 qualified under criteria established by EOCD regulations in
6 ninety percent of said units less the percentage of units for which
7 handicapped persons of low income without regard to age and
8 their families have priority pursuant to subsection (f) of section
9 forty of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B. Preference for
10 accessible or modified units for which handicapped persons and
11 their families have priority pursuant to subsection (f) of section
12 forty of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B shall be given to
13 handicapped persons of low income without regard to age and
14 their families, who need one or more of the special design fea-
-15 tures of said units. If a local housing authority determines that
16 there are insufficient numbers of eligible and qualified elderly
17 persons of low income to fill ninety percent of said units less the
18 percentage of units for which handicapped persons of low income
19 without regard to age, and their families, have priority pursuant to
20 subsection (f) of section forty of chapter one hundred and twenty-
-21 one B, the local housing authority shall give second preference in
22 placement to eligible and qualified handicapped persons of low
23 income who are on a waiting list for state-funded elderly and
24 handicapped housing and who have attained the age of fifty, but
25 who are less than sixty years old. If a local housing authority
26 determines that there are insufficient numbers of elderly persons
27 of low income and handicapped persons of low income who have
28 attained the age of fifty but who are less than sixty years old, who
29 have applied for occupancy in state-funded elderly and handi-
-30 capped housing, to fill ninety percent of said units, less the per-
-3! centage of units for which handicapped persons of low income
32 without regard to age and their families have priority pursuant to
33 subsection (f) of section forty of chapter one hundred and twenty-
-34 one B, the local housing authority shall place other handicapped
35 persons of low income who have applied for occupancy in state-
-36 funded elderly and handicapped housing in said units.
37 The department shall, after consultation with the secretaries of
38 elder affairs and health and human services, promulgate rules and
39 regulations governing the implementation of the preferences in
40 placement, no later than January first, nineteen hundred and
41 ninety-five. Prompt notice to all applicants for the available
42 housing shall be provided in the regulations, regarding other
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43 housing resources in the commonwealth. Applicants shall receive
44 updated lists of the percentages of elderly and non-elderly handi-
-45 capped residents at every local housing authority that provides
46 state-funded elderly or handicapped housing. Placement prefer-
-47 ences shall be established through this chapter subsequent to the
48 promulgation of rules and regulations.
49 No person lawfully residing in state-funded elderly and handi-
-50 capped housing at the time of promulgation of the rules and regu-
-51 lations, shall be evicted or required to vacate a housing unit as a
52 consequence of the establishment of the placement preferences
53 through this chapter.
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