
HOUSE No. 4242
By Mr. Bosley of North Adams, petition of Daniel E. Bosley relative

to reimbursements to hospitals under the workers’ compensation law.
Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five.

An Act relative to workers’ compensation and reimbursements
TO HOSPITALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section thirty-two of chapter six Aof the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is amended by
3 inserting after line 334 thereof the following new paragraphs;
4 In establishing rates of payment to be paid providers of health
5 care services by insurers under chapter one hundred and fifty-two,
6 the commission shall establish separate rates of payment for hos-
-7 pitals, including each “acute hospital” as that term is defined in
8 section one of chapter six B of the General Laws, and for outpa-
-9 tient rehabilitation settings. Such rates of payment shall, in all

10 cases, meet the costs associated with treating injured employees
11 pursuant to said chapter one hundred and fifty-two.
12 For purposes of the preceding paragraph
13 (1) the term “hospital” includes the physical plant and campus
14 of any hospital and any setting operated and controlled by a hos-
-15 pital if the hospital is accredited by either the commission on
16 accreditation of rehabilitation facilities or the joint commission on
17 accreditation of healthcare organizations, and the setting is
18 included by the Department of Public Health on the license of the
19 hospital, and the hospital is certified to provide services at the set-

-20 ting to beneficiaries of title XVIII or XIX of the federal Social
21 Security Act;
22 (2) the term “outpatient rehabilitation setting” means any pro-
-23 fessional practice or clinic not included on the license of a hos-
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24 pital providing outpatient care and services to injured employees
25 and shall include clinics operated and controlled by a hospital not
26 described in paragraph (1) and corporate rehabilitation facilities.
27 If any such outpatient rehabilitation setting receives accreditation
28 from the joint commission on accreditation of healthcare organi-
-29 zations or the commission on accreditation of rehabilitation facili-
-30 ties and is certified to provide services at the clinic to
31 beneficiaries of title XVIII or XIX of the Social Security Act, it
32 shall be treated as a hospital, but only for purposes of such para-
-33 graph (1).

1 SECTION 2. (a) Subsection (1) of section thirteen of chapter
2 one hundred and fifty-two of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 the 1992 Official Edition, is amended by striking the second para-
-4 graph therein.
5 (b) Said section thirteen is further amended by inserting after
6 subsection (3) the following new subsection;—
7 (4)(a) Except as provided in subsection (1), no insurer shall be
8 liable for expenses incurred for health care services adjudged
9 compensable under this chapter at a rate in excess of the rate set

10 by the rate setting commission pursuant to section thirty-two of
11 chapter six A.
12 (b) For purposes of subsection (4)(a), to the extent that the term
13 “expenses incurred for health care services” includes any
14 expenses incurred by a hospital (including, where applicable, an
15 “acute hospital” as defined in section one of chapter six B of the
16 General Laws), in treating an injured employee, such term shall
17 include all inpatient and outpatient expenses incurred by the hos-
-18 pital.
19 (c) Requests for reimbursement for health services under this

20 chapter must be signed by the person performing such service and
21 must be accompanied by a detailed description of the service ren-
-22 dered as well as the name and licensure number of the person per-
-23 forming such service. All health services provided under this
24 chapter shall be subject to the provisions of chapter one hundred
25 and seventy-five H and 42 CFR 1001.951-1001.953, the so-called
26 “safe harbor regulations” as adopted by the federal government on
27 July twenty-nine, nineteen hundred and ninety-one.



1995] 3HOUSE No. 4242

28 (d) No employee shall be liable for health care services
29 adjudged compensable under this chapter.

1 SECTION 3. The provisions of this legislation shall take effect
2 upon its enactment.




