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By Mr. LeLacheur of Lowell, petition of Edward A.
LeLacheur for legislation to authorize the Division of Capital
Planning and Operations to grant easements over certain parcels
of land located in the city of Lowell. State Administration.

3Tlje Commontocaltf) of iHas^actjusietts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five

An Act

authorizing

the division of

capital

planning

and

OPERATIONS TO GRANT EASEMENTS OVER CERTAIN PARCELS OF LAND
LOCATED IN THE CITY OF LOWELL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House

Court assembled, and by the authority

of Representatives in General
of the same, as follows:

1
SECTION I, Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
2 Forty E to Forty J, inclusive, of chapter Seven of the General
3 Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the
4 Commissioner of the Division of Capital Planning and Operation,
5 in consultation with the Department of Environmental
6 Management, as to Tract Numbers 110-05, 110-15, Tract 107-36,
7 and Tract 107-37 hereinafter described, is hereby authorized and
8 directed to grant easements, by deed approved as to form by the
9 Attorney General, without consideration, over certain parcels of
10 land, including park and environmental land, located in the City

11 of Lowell,
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United States of America for canal walkway
development, for maintenance and operation of the so-called
“Mack” Building and its facilities, including but not limited to
public exhibits, and for activities related to all of the foregoing
purposes pursuant to the Lowell National Historical Park Act,
consistent with the Preservation Plan developed pursuant to said
Act and such additional terms as said Commissioner may prescribe in consultation with the Department of Environmental
Management. Said parcels are located in Lowell, Middlesex
County and are described as follows:
to the
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Tract 110-05
That certain parcel of land commonly known as Francis Gate
Park, beginning at a point on the southerly sideline of Pawtucket
Street, said point being S 65° 56' 06" W, a distance of 10 feet
more or less from the point marking the intersection of the
southerly sideline of said Pawtucket Street and the westerly sideline of the Pawtucket Canal;
Thence, S 25° 14’ 54" E, a distance of 58.49 feet along a chain
link fence to a point;
Thence. S 24° 39’ 41" E, a distance of 80.63 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 18° 08' 37" E, a distance of 36.78 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 14° 25’ 24" E, a distance of 45.82 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 08° 51' 50" E, a distance of 43.27 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 03° 51' 07" E, a distance of 59.17 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 03° 43’ 45" E, a distance of 17.85 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 05° 12' 11" W, a distance of 42.29 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 04° 48’ 16" W, a distance of 66.11 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 19° 34' 39" W, a distance of 60.21 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 01° 14’ 58" W, a distance of 141.00 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 06° 06' 45" E, a distance of 20.27 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 07° 16’ 49" E, a distance of 48.48 feet along said
chain link fence to a point;
Thence, S 41° 57' 15" E, a distance of 0.73 feet to a point;
Thence, S 10° 41’ 41" E, a distance of 147.13 feet along a wire
fence to a point;
Thence, S 10° 33' 46" E, a distance of 18.34 feet along said
wire fence to a point;
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Thence, S 14°17' 34" E, a distance of 47.04 feet
fence to a point;
Thence, S 22° 29' 50" E, a distance of 31.65
wire fence to a point;
Thence, S 25° 25' 35" E, a distance of 59.18
wire fence to an iron pipe;
Thence, S 23° 3T 39" E, a distance of 6.35 feet

3

along said wire
feet along said
feet along said
along said wire

fence to a point;
Thence, S 25° 29' 17" E, a distance of 28.28 feet along a chain
68 link fence to a point;
Thence, S 26° 00' 08" E, a distance of 65.21 feet along a wire
69
fence
to a point;
70
Thence, S 24° 18' 35" E, a distance of 11.23 feet along said
71
72 wire fence to a point S 06’ W 14’ of an iron pipe, the last 23
73 courses all being along lands now or formerly of the Proprietors
74 ofLocks and Canals;
Thence, S 87° 47' 51" W, a distance of 44.02 feet along land
75
76 now or formerly of the Lowell Housing Authority, to an iron pipe;
77
Thence, N 02° 12' 32" W, a distance of 101.96 feet along other
78 land now or formerly of the Lowell Housing Authority, to an iron
79 pipe;
Thence, S 87° 48' 54" W, 207.96 feet along land now or
80
81 formerly of said Lowell Housing Authority, to an iron pipe
Thence, N 01° 07' 06", a distance of 163.16 feet along land
82
83 now or formerly of Noel, Stys, and Sylvester to a point marked by
84 a drill hole in a stone bound;
85
Thence, N 01° 40' 44" W, a distance of 203.04 feet along lands
86 now or formerly of Briggs, Hampton Avenue and Clark to a point
87 marked by a drill hole in a stone bound;
Thence, N 01° 44' 15" W, a distance of 397.88 feet by lands
88
89 now or formerly of Clark, Netto, Rivard, Conlon, Cricones and
90 Rourke to a point marked by a drill hole in a stone bound;
91
Thence, N 01° 17' 08" W, a distance of 196.55 feet by land now
92 or formerly of Williams to a point on the southerly sideline of
93 Pawtucket Street;
Thence, N 65° 56’ 06" E, a distance of 93.58 feet along said
94
95 southerly sideline of Pawtucket Street to the point of beginning.
96
Being the same premises conveyed by the City of Lowell to the
97 Commonwealth of Massachusetts by deed recorded with the
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Middlesex Northern District Registry of Deeds at Book 2285,
99 Page 658. See also plan recorded with said Registry of Deeds at
100 Plan Book 125, Page 143.
98

101
Tract 110-15
102
All that certain triangular parcel of land situated on the
103 southerly side of Broadway Street, being bounded and described
104 as follows:

105
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127

Northerly, by said Broadway in two courses of 95 feet, more or
less, and 10.7 feet, more or less;

Westerly, by land now or formerly of the City of Lowell, the
line being the easterly line of a 12 foot strip of land now or formerly used for water department purposes, 310 feet, more or less;
and
Easterly, by land now or formerly of the Proprietors of Locks
and Canals in three courses of 170 feet, 76 feet and 91 feet, more

or less.
Containing 11,680 square feet more or less
Being the same premises taken by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts by Order of Taking recorded with said Registry of
Deeds at Book 2343, Page 568.
Tract 107-36
Five parcels of land on Dutton, Merrimack and Shattuck
Streets, containing a total of 15,766 square feet of land, more or
less, together with the buildings and structures thereon, more particularly described as follows;
PARCEL 1
The land situated upon the westerly side of Shattuck Street and
on the easterly side of the Merrimack Canal, so called, and containing 10,880 square feet of land, more or less, and bounded and
described as follows:
128
Beginning at a point in the northwesterly line of said Shattuck
129 Street, which is distance southwesterly 159.74 feet, more or less,
130 from the intersection of the northwesterly line of said Shattuck
131 Street with the southerly line of Merrimack Street, which point of
132 beginning is at the southerly corner of a piece of land conveyed

133 by Proprietors of Locks and Canals to Tappan Wentworth by deed
134 dated April 11, 1844;
135
Thence, running southwesterly along said Shattuck Street 130
136 feet more or less to the easterly comer of land conveyed by said
137 Proprietors to Sewall G. Mack by deed dated October 1, 1896;
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Thence, at a right angle northwesterly on said last named land
and on other land now or formerly of said Proprietors 73.80 feet
to the top of the westerly face of the most easterly wall of the
Merrimack Canal;
Thence, turning and running along the top of said face of said
wall northeasterly 251.56 feet, more or less, to said Merrimack

152

PARCEL II
The land bounded and described as follows
Beginning at the most westerly corner of the piece of land
conveyed as aforesaid to Tappan Wentworth;
Thence, running northeasterly along the above described first
parcel of land 45.7 feet, more or less;
Thence, at a right angle southeasterly 3 feet, more or le
Thence, southwesterly at a right angle by a line parallel with
the first described dimension 45.7 feet, more or less to a point in
the southwesterly line of the lot of land conveyed as aforesaid to
Tappan Wentworth;
Thence, northwesterly by aid last described boundary 3 feet.
more
are or less
or beginr
point of
less to the point
be
ol land, more or less
Containing 137.1 square feett of
PARCEL III:
The land beginning at the most southerly point of the above
described second parcel of land and in the southwesterly line of
the lot of land conveyed as aforesaid to Tappan Wentworth;
Thence, running northeasterly along the southeasterly line of
said second described parcel of land 40.7 feet, more or less;
Thence, at a right angle southeasterly 12 feet, more or le
Thence, southwesterly by a line parallel with the first described
dimension 40.7 feet, more or less, to a point in the southwesterly
line of the lot of land conveyed as aforesaid to Tappan
Wentworth;

Street;

Thence, easterly along said Merrimack Street 11.21 feet, more
or less, to land conveyed as aforesaid to Tappan Wentworth;
Thence, southwesterly 126.67 feet, more or less, along said
land conveyed to Tappan Wentworth to the most westerly corner
149 of the piece of said land conveyed to Tappan Wentworth;
150
Thence, southeasterly on said last named land 64.71 feet, more
151 or less, to the point of beginning.
153
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177
Thence, northwesterly by said last described line 12 feet to the
178 point of beginning.
179
Containing 488.4 square feet of land, more or less
180
PARCEL IV
181
The land situated on the southerly side of Merrimack Street
182 and on the westerly side of the said Merrimack Canal, so called,
183 and containing 4370 square feet of land, more or less, and
184 bounded and described as follows;
185
Beginning at a stone bound in the southerly line of said
186 Merrimack Street, which is distant easterly 14.60 feet, more or
187 less, from a stone bound at the intersection of the southerly line of
! 88
said Merrimack Street with the southeasterly line of Dutton
189 Street;
190
Thence, running southwesterly by a line which is parallel with
191 and 13 feet distant southeasterly from the southeasterly line of
192 said Dutton Street 242.88 feet, more or less;
193
Thence, at a right angle southeasterly 17.04 feet, more or less,
194 to a point marked by a copper bolt set in the top of the face of the
195 most westerly wall of the Merrimack Canal, so called, which
i 96 point is in the southeasterly line of land conveyed by said
! 97
Proprietors to the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation by
i 98 deed dated January 25, 1847, and recorded in the Middlesex
3 99 Southern District Registry of Deeds in Book 502, page 185;
200
Thence, northeasterly by said southeasterly line of said
201 Railroad Corporation’s said land 252.22 feet, more or less, to said
202 Merrimack Street;
Thence, westerly along said Merrimack Street 20.55 feet, more
203
204 or less, to said stone bound at the point of beginning.
205
PARCEL V:
206
Beginning at a point in the southerly line of said Merrimack
207 Street distant 35.15 feet, more or less, easterly from a stone bound
208 at the intersection of the southerly line of said Merrimack Street
:o9 with the southeasterly line of said Dutton Street said point of
210 beginning being also at the easterly corner of the fourth parcel of
211 real estate described above;
212
Thence, running southwesterly along the southeasterly side of
213 said fourth parcel 252.22 feet, more or less, to a copper bolt set in
214 the top of the face of the most westerly wall of the said
215 Merrimack Canal at the southerly corner of said fourth parcel;
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Thence, southeasterly by a line which is at a right angle with
216
217 said Dutton Street and which is a continuation southeasterly of
218 the southwesterly line of said fourth parcel 41 feet, more or less,
219 to a point in a line which is a continuation of the northwesterly
220 line of the first parcel described above;
Thence, northeasterly on other land now or formerly of said
221
999
Proprietors 20 feet, more or less, to the westerly comer of said
223 first parcel;
224
Thence, still northeasterly in the same course along the top of
225 the westerly face of the most easterly wall of the Merrimack
226 Canal 251.56 feet, more or less, along said first parcel to said
227 Merrimack Street;
228
Thence, westerly on said Merrimack Street 42.60 feet, more or
229 less, to the point of beginning.
230
Containing 10,301 square feet of land more or less. All five
231 parcels being the same premises conveyed to the Commonwealth
232 of Massachusetts by the Greater Lowell Family Young Men’s
233

Christian Association by deed dated July 15, 1976 and recorded

234 with the Middlesex Northern District Registry of Deeds at
235. Book 2221, Page 2.
236
Tract 107-37
237
Two parcels of land situated along Shattuck Street and
238 described as follows:
239
PARCEL 1:
240
The land situated on the Northwesterly side of Shattuck Street
241 and the Northeasterly side of Market Street and described as
242 follows:
243
Beginning at the Southerly corner of the granted premises at
244 the intersections of Shattuck and Market Streets;
1A
245
Thence, Northeasterly along Shattuck Street 103.55 feet more
246 or less to land conveyed by Herbert C. Merrill et ux to B&M
247 Railroad by deed recorded with the Middlesex North District
248 Registry of Deeds, Book 687, Page 549;
249
Thence, N 57° 12’ 37” W by said railroad land 64.35 feet, more
250 or less;
251
Thence, Southwesterly by a line parallel with and distant
252 Northwesterly 64.35 feet from the Northwesterly line of Shattuck
253 Street (measured at right angles) 128.73 feet, more or less, to the
254 Northeasterly line of Market Street;
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Thence, Southeasterly along Market Street 14.4 feet more or
256 less to a spike in the ground at the angle in Market Street;
257
Thence, Easterly still along Market Street 56.07 feet more or
258 less to the point of beginning.

255

259

Excepting therefrom rights as were reserved to the Proprietors

260 of Locks and Canals by instrument dated May 11, 1906, and
261 recorded with said Registry of Deeds in Book 390, Page 86, to the
262 extent that said rights are still of force and effect.
263
PARCEL IE The land, together with the buildings and struc264 tures thereon, situated on the Northwesterly side of Shattuck
265 Street, being Number 25 thereon, and bounded as follows:
266
Beginning on said Shattuck Street at the Easterly corner of the
267 within premises;
268
Thence, Southwesterly along Shattuck Street a distance of 25.6
269 feet, more or less, to the location, now or formerly, of the Boston
270 and Lowell Railroad:
271
Thence, Northwesterly along said land a distance of 58.46 feet,
272 more or less;
Thence, Northerly along said land a distance of 5 feet, more or
273
274 less
275
Thence, Northeasterly along said land a distance of 23.16 feet,
276 more or less;
Thence, Southeasterly along said land formerly of the Locks
277
278 and Canals a distance of 63.46 feet, more or less, to the point of
279 beginning
Containing 1620 square feet of land, more or less
280
281
Excepting therefrom are rights reserved to the Proprietors of
282 Locks and Canals by instrument dated May 11. 1906, and
283 recorded with said Registry of Deeds in Book 390, Page 86, to the
284 extent that said rights are still of force and effect
285
Both parcels being a portion of the premises taken by the
286 Commonwealth of Massachusetts by Order of Taking dated
287 November 2, 1977 and recorded with said Registry of Deeds at
288 Book 2276, Page 589
89
Said Commissioner shall grant a right of reasonable access by
290 foot and vehicle over adjacent lands to facilitate the installation
91 and maintenance of improvements related to said easement

SECTION 2. Said easements shall not be inconsistent with the
iramonwealth’s use and operation of the canal system as a state
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3 park. Any improvements made on the above described parcels
4 shall not interfere with the use, maintenance or operation by
5 Boott Hydropower, Inc., their successors and assigns, for hydro-6 electric power production.

1
-2
3
4
5

SECTION 3. In the event that one or more of the parcels conveyed pursuant to this act is not developed for or ceases to be
used for the purposes for which it was intended, which is solely
for public park purposes, all interests conveyed in such parcel or
parcels shall revert to the Commonwealth.

1
2

SECTION 4. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall not
assume any costs for appraisals, surveys, and other expenses
3 deemed necessary by the Commissioner of Capital Planning and
4 Operations for the disposition of this property, or for its develop-5 ment or maintenance.
1

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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