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REMARKS OF THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE MASSACHU-
SETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, RICHARD A. YOKE
OF BOSTON, DELIVERED TO A SESSION OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES ON APRIL 9, 1996.

April 9, 1996

Mr. Speaker—May I move to place an Order in the hands of the
Clerk—

I move that this election be made unanimous
Mr. Speaker—l guess I should go procedural a little bit. I thought

that would be a quick vote and then I could give my speech—but, I
guess I have to incorporate my speech into the order—l do have a ten-
dency to be long winded so maybe at this point winded is meant to be.

Mr. Speaker—l offer my very heartiest congratulations to you. I
have had the good fortune of knowing you for some twenty years. I
remember when you first became a lawyer. I had recently established
my law practice when you came to see me—and you asked: “How
would you start a local law practice and become an attorney with a
successful practice?” I sat with you—you took some of my advice and
I think you in turn started your own law practice which—l might
add—has become more successful than mine. Mr. Speaker—l became
a chairman two years before you—in the year 1983—and then you
had the good fortune of becoming a chairman in 1985. You sat with
me and asked: “How do you suggest I become a chairman and be a
good chairman and run the committee on Banks and Banking?” I then
told you what I knew about conducting the business of a committee of
the General Court. Some six years later—Mr. Speaker—l was about
to leave Ways and Means—and can I be given one line here—one
little line—l feel like the poor guy that was running for president in
1988—when he said “stop lying about my record.”

In 1991 you came to see me and asked the question: “How do I
become a successful chairman of the committee on Ways and
Means?” At that time I responded by saying to you that I thought that
you had all of the ingredients and every one of the qualities which are
necessary. If I said what they were, you would think I would not have
been humble.

You know you have to be bright—you have to be compassionate,
listen to people, be diligent, and be willing and able to devote an inor-
dinate amount of time and effort to solve the many problems which



HOUSE No. 59231996]

come before the Ways and Means committee. I thought you had
everyone of those qualities and I also thought that you were in fact a
very able successor to the position that I held in those tumultuous
days in the eighties and nineties---and-—I guess Mr. Speaker—l
would have been a better professor and teacher than I was candidate
for Speaker because my tutee student of the tutor has seemed to show
the tutor exactly how the end-game is finished. So, I congratulate you
on that Mr. Speaker. I look forward to a long and very continued
friendship with you.

A young lad was in here on Saturday—a member of the House—-
with his young woman friend. After questioning their appearance in
Boston—they indicated to me that, in addition to their state business
and duties, they purchased tickets for Phantom of the Opera. I said
that I once had the pleasure of attending the Phantom of the Opera
with Tommy Finneran. Mr. Speaker—l shared so many good times
with you and your family—your in-laws, Jerry and Jerry, who are up
there in the gallery and are such wonderful people.

I know that this House is in the hands of somebody who will make
as his number one priority that of bringing this institution back
together. There is no question, Mr. Speaker, that this is a very, very,
wounded House and that has to cease and that has to end. Your offer,
Mr. Speaker, of an olive branch, of a healing process, of a coming
together or of some other type of fraternal activity is necessary and is
really where it’s at. I say on behalf of the majority of the Democratic
Caucus that voted for me today—l think I can say without exception—-
and I would like to say thank you to one hundred per cent of the inde-
pendents—l wish there were a few more—but Mr, Gately, I would
like to thank you very much—you’re a brave, brave soul. I want to
say on behalf of those folks who asked me to be their standard
bearer—asked me to be the Democratic nominee—that they are here,
Mr. Speaker, as your members—they are here to support you—they
welcome inclusion—they welcome a healing process—they welcome
an administration that recognizes their talents along with the many
gifts and talents of the people that support you. It is just the begin-
ning.

Mr. Speaker, later on today, 1 will submit my resignation to you
effective on the certification of a successor as the Majority Leader. I
believe that is a position, in your time, that you should be able to fill,
but nevertheless, I shall be here in my capacity as a member,
Mr. Speaker, I will be here as the old war horse that has advice that
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you might need and also if you have anything that you might ask me
to do in an unofficial capacity.

Someone asked me today if I was looking for a new role in the
administration of the new Speaker—and I responded by saying that
when you served as chairman of Ways and Means through three years
of plenty and three years of famine then served as Majority Leader for
five and one-half years—there is really no place else to go. The Dean
being a great exception to that rule. I suppose—but there is no place
else to go and I thought, Mr. Speaker, that it would be fair for you to
have someone else of your choosing in that position—but that doesn’t
diminish one bit my love of this institution—those goals that you and
I and so many of this House share—those tasks that are in front of us
and those ideas that have to be held out to the people of the
Commonwealth. We are not here in any manner, shape or form to be
obstructionists. We are not here to impede any progress. We are here
to work towards good and lasting solutions so that all in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts may have a finer life.

Mr. Speaker, congratulations.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.


