
HOUSE No. 6087
By Mr. Greene of Billerica, petition of William G. Greene, Jr., and

other members of the General Court for legislation to authorize the
establishment of a charter for Middlesex County. Counties.

Commontocaltf) of iflassactjusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Six

An Act providing a charter for Middlesex county.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

I SECTION 1. Charter.

1

3 We the people of Middlesex county, in order to gain for our-
-4 selves and for the municipalities in which we live, all the rights,
5 powers, privileges, duties and obligations which may now or in
6 the future be derived from county government, to establish for
7 ourselves and for our municipalities the means and the structure to
8 deal with regional issues that transcend the existing boundaries of
9 municipal governments, or which may more efficiently and effec-

-10 lively be dealt with on a regional basis, to improve the organiza-
-11 tion presently available for the delivery of services by our county
12 government, and to permit and to encourage a continuing review
13 to be made of our county government to assure county services
14 are always being provided in the most efficient and effective
15 manner possible, and to secure all of these benefits for ourselves
16 and for our posterity, do hereby ratify, approve, adopt and affirm
17 the following home rule charter of Middlesex countv.

PREAMBLE.
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18
19

21 The inhabitants of the Middlesex county shall continue to be a
22 body politic and corporate under the name Middlesex county with
23 all the rights, powers, privileges, duties and obligations granted by
24 the Constitution of Massachusetts and by law.

26 The boundaries of the Middlesex county shall continue to be
27 the territorial limits currently established and these limits shall not
28 be changed without the consent of the voters of Middlesex county
29 and the consent of the voters of the affected geographical area.

31 Middlesex county shall continue to have the power to organize
32 and regulate its internal affairs; create, alter, and abolish offices,
33 positions and employment and define functions, powers and duties
34 thereof; establish qualifications for persons holding offices, posi-
-35 tions and employments, and provide for the manner of their
36 appointment and removal and for their term, tenure and compensa-
-37 tion; adopt, amend, enforce, and repeal ordinances and resolu-
-38 tions; construct, acquire, operate and maintain public
39 improvements, projects or other enterprises for any public pur-
-40 poses; take by eminent domain; tax; borrow; sue and be sued;
41 have a corporate seal; contract and be contracted with; buy, sell,
42 lease, hold and dispose of real and personal property; and appro-
-43 priate and expend monies for county purposes. The specific men-
-44 tion of any particular power in this charter shall not limit the
45 general powers of Middlesex county.

ARTICLE 1.
INCORPORATION AND POWERS.

20 Section 1.1 Incorporation.

25 Section 1.2 Boundaries.

30 Section 1.3 Powers.

46 Section 1.4 Exercise and Enforcement of Powers
47 Middlesex county shall exercise and enforce all powers in the
48 manner prescribed by this charter, or when not so prescribed, in
49 such manner as may be provided by ordinance or resolution of the
50 county representatives. The exercise and enforcement of any
51 power by Middlesex county shall be subject to the express limita-
-52 tions on the exercise and enforcement of such power in the Consti-
-53 tution of Massachusetts and in law.
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54 Section 1.5 Municipal Powers.
55 Middlesex county shall not exercise any municipal powers and
56 shall not provide for the succession of any property or obligation
57 of any municipality without the consent of that municipality. In
58 case of conflict between the exercise of powers granted by this
59 charter and the exercise of powers granted to municipalities by the
60 Constitution of Massachusetts and by law, the exercise of powers
61 by the municipality shall prevail.

63 Middlesex county may exercise any of its powers or perform
64 any of its functions and may participate in the financing thereof,
65 jointly or in cooperation by contract or otherwise, with any one or
66 more states or civil divisions or agencies thereof or the United
67 States government or agencies thereof, subject to the applicable
68 requirements of the Constitution of Massachusetts and of law.

70 The legislative powers of Middlesex county shall be vested in
71 and exercised by the board of county representatives as specified
72 in article 2 of this charter. The executive powers of Middlesex
73 county shall be vested in and exercised by the county manager as
74 specified in article 3of this charter.

75
76

78 The board of county representatives shall consist of one
79 member from each municipality of Middlesex county chosen in
80 the following manner; in towns, any member of the board of
81 selectmen or town council or a salaried municipal official selected
82 by the board of selectmen or town council; in a Plan D or Plan E
83 city, the city manager or his designee, who must be a member of
84 the city council or board of aldermen or a salaried municipal
85 employee appointed by the city manager; in other cities, the
86 mayor or his designee, who must be a member of the city council
87 or board of aldermen or a salaried municipal official appointed by

62 Section 1.6 Intergovernmental Relations.

69 Section 1.7 Division of Powers.

ARTICLE 2.
BOARD OF COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES.

77 Section 2.1 Composition and Appointment.



[JuneHOUSE No. 6087

the mayor. No person shall be a county representative and, at the
same time, an employee of Middlesex county.

88
89

Section 2.2 Organization and Procedures.
The county representatives shall meet at least once monthly and

90

91
the number of county representatives sufficient to cast a majority

of the aggregate weighted vote shall constitute a quorum. The
county representatives shall vote on all questions and, unless a dif-
ferent percentage is otherwise provided for in this charter, all
questions shall be adopted by majority weighted vote. A quorum
shall be present when any vote is taken and only the votes cast
shall be used to determine whether or not a question received the
required number of votes for adoption.

92
93
94
95

96
97
98
99

The weighted vote of each municipality shall be determined by
dividing that municipality’s property valuation by the aggregate
property valuation for all municipalities of Middlesex county to
the nearest one hundredth. Said valuations shall be in accordance
with the most recent final equalization and apportionment report
accepted by the general court pursuant to section ten C of chapter
fifty-eight of the General Laws.

100
101
102
103
104
105
106

The county representatives shall determine the rules of their
proceedings and shall publish and shall make available those rules
to the public. The county representatives shall keep a record of
their proceedings and those of their executive committee and any
other committee formed by them, and shall make those records
available to the public. Upon the request of county representatives
representing one-fifth of the weighted votes, the yeas and nays of
the county representatives shall be recorded on any question.

107
108
109
110
11l
112

i

114
The county representatives shall choose a moderator, vice-mod-

erator and secretary from among its members. The moderator shall
preside at the meetings of the county representatives. The vice-
moderator shall preside at the meetings of the county representa-
tives in the absence of the moderator. The secretary shall prepare
the minutes of all county representative meetings and shall preside
at the meetings of the county representatives in the absence of the
moderator and the vice-moderator. The moderator, vice-moderator,
and secretary shall not be a member of the board’s executive
committee.

115
116
117
118
119
120
21

122
23

124
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125 Section 2.3 Powers and Duties.
126 The county representatives shall hold the legislative powers of
127 Middlesex county and they shall appoint a county manager, fix the
128 manager’s salary and benefits, and evaluate the manager’s job
129 performance; adopt an annual budget for Middlesex county; con-
-130 firm any appointment, removal or suspension of the county trea-
-131 surer, the county attorney, the county hospital director, the county
132 public information officer, the county legislative liaison, members
133 of any county board, commission or committee, and all county
134 department heads; approve the county administrative code;
135 approve the acquisition, disposition, and management of real
136 property; approve the entering into, conduct and termination of
137 litigation; approve county personnel policies; approve collective
138 bargaining agreements; approve county contracts; conduct investi-
-139 gations; and conduct or approve such other matters as the county
140 representatives may deem appropriate.

142 There shall be an executive committee of the board of county

143 representatives comprising of nine members chosen annually, at a
144 meeting of the county representatives, in the following manner
145 the fifty-four municipalities of Middlesex county shall be listed
146 by descending order of population, as determined by the last pre
147 ceding national census; the first six municipalities on said list
148 shall form a population group and each subsequent six municipali-
149 ties shall, likewise, form a population group; the county represen
150 tatives within each population group shall elect, by majority
151 weighted vote, one county representatives from their group to
152 serve on the executive committee. For the purpose of this election
153 a quorum of each population group shall be present and the
154 number of county representatives from that population grou
155 ficient to cast a majority of the aggregate weighted vot
156 group shall constitute a quorum
157 The executive committee shall meet at least twice monthly and
158 shall report to the board of county representatives at least
159 monthly. They shall oversee the carrying out of policies voted b
160 the county representatives and the duties of the county manager
161 and shall perform such other duties as the county representali
162 shall determine

141 Section 2.4 Executive Committee.
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163 The executive committee shall choose a chairman, vice
164 chairman and secretary from among its members. The executive
165 committee shall vote by person, not by weighted vote, and a

166 majority of its members shall constitute a quorum.

167 Section 2.5 Compensation.
168 County representatives shall receive twenty-five dollars for

169 each board of county representative meeting attended and mem-
-170 bers of the executive committee shall receive twenty-five dollars
171 for each executive committee meeting attended. An increase in the
172 amount of compensation paid to the county representatives and
173 executive committee members not to exceed two and one-half per
174 cent per annum may be provided for by two-thirds weighted vote
175 of the county representatives; provided, however, that no increase
176 so voted shall take effect until the beginning of the next fiscal
177 year. The yeas and nays of county representative shall be recorded
178 on all such votes.

180 Vacancies in the board of county representatives shall be filled
181 within thirty days in accordance with the provisions of section 2.1
182 of this charter. Vacancies in the executive committee shall be
183 filled at the next county representatives meeting in accordance
184 with the provisions of section 2.4 of this charter.

185
186

187 Section 3.1 Qualifications and Appointment.
188 The county representatives shall, by two-thirds weighted vote,
189 appoint a county manager solely on the basis of executive and
190 administrative education, training and experience.
191 The county manager shall enter into a written employment con-
-192 tract with Middlesex county and this contract and any amend-
-193 ments or revisions thereto shall be approved by the county
194 representatives. The county manager shall not be subject to the
195 Middlesex county personnel policies and there shall be no require -

196 ment for the county manager to be a resident of Middlesex county.

179 Section 2.6 Vacancies.

ARTICLE 3.
COUNTY MANAGER.
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The county manager shall not have served in an elective office
in Middlesex county government for at least one year prior to
appointment. Upon appointment, the county manager shall devote
full time to the office and shall not hold any other public office,
elective or appointive, nor engage in any other business or occu-
pation during the term of appointment, unless such action is
approved by the county representatives.

197
198
199
200
201
202
203

204
The county manager shall receive an annual salary within the

amount appropriated by Middlesex county for said salary.
205
206

207
The county manager shall be directly responsible to the county

representatives for the administration of all county affairs placed
in the county manager’s charge by this charter. The county man-
ager shall

208
209
210
211

(a) supervise and direct the administration of all county
departments or agencies for whose function the county manager is
responsible;

212
213
214
215 (b) appoint, remove or suspend all employees, subject to the

provisions of collective bargaining agreements and except as
otherwise authorized by this charter;

216
217

(c) fix the compensation of all employees appointed by the
county manager or his subordinates within the limits established
by existing appropriations and approved personnel policies;

218
219
220

(d) attend all regular meetings of the county representatives
and their executive committee and shall have a voice, but no vote
in all their deliberations;

221
999

223
224 (e) keep full and complete records of the office, and render as

often as may be required by the county representatives, but not
less than once annually, a full report of all operations during the
period reported on, which shall be made available to the public;

225
226
227
228 (f) prepare and submit an annual county capital improvements

and operating budget;229

Section 3.3 Powers and Duties.

Section 3.2 Compensation.

(g) keep the county representatives fully advised as to the needs
of Middlesex county, and recommend for adoption by Middlesex
county such measures requiring action by them or by the other gov-
ernmental bodies as may be deemed necessary or expedient;

230
231
232
233
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(h) supervise the rental and use of all county property, and be
responsible for the maintenance and repair of all buildings and
facilities placed under the county manager’s control by this charter
or vote of the county representatives;

234
235
236

(i) keep a full and complete inventory of all real and personal
county property;

238
239

(j) negotiate contracts involving any subject within the county240
241 manager s supervision;
242 (k) purchase all county supplies, material and equipment;

(1) enforce the provisions of all laws as they pertain to Mid-
dlesex county, votes of the county representatives and this charter;

243
244

(m) administer the approved personnel policies and collective
bargaining agreements for county employees and, in conjunction
with the personnel board, prepare, maintain, and keep current a
plan establishing the personnel staffing requirements of each
department;

245
246
247
248
249
250 (n) inquire into the conduct of office of any employee or

department under the county manager s control;251
252 (o) perform any other associated duties required by the county

administrative code or by the county representatives;
254 (p) authorize any subordinate employee to exercise any power

or duty which the county manager is authorized to perform; pro-
vided, however, that all acts which are performed under any such
delegation shall be deemed to be the county manager’s acts;

255

256
257

258 (q) designate newspapers for notices and advertisements
259 (r) declare emergencies and report such declarations to the

county representatives;260
261 (s) develop and update the county administrative code in

accordance with article 5 of this charter;262
263 (t) constitute boards, commissions and committees as the

county manager deems necessary with the approval of the county
representatives.

264
265

266
267

Section 3.4 Performance Review
The county manager shall have an annual review of job perfor-

mance by the county representatives between the first day of Jan-
uary and the fifteenth day of February. This review shall be held
in public session and a written report of the review shall be kept in
the manager’s personnel file as a permanent record. This report
shall be made available to the public.

268
269
270
271
272
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273 Section 3.5 Suspension and Dismissal.
274 The county representatives, by two-thirds weighted vote, may
275 suspend or dismiss the county manager in the following manner:
276 (a) during the six month probationary period notice in
277 writing of suspension or dismissal;
278 (b) after the probationary period the county manager shall
279 not be suspended or dismissed except for good cause, nor unless
280 at least thirty days prior to the meeting at which the vote is to be
281 taken, the county manager shall have been notified of such
282 intended vote; nor unless, if the county manager so requests in
283 writing, shall have been furnished by the county representatives
284 with a written statement of the charge or charges or the cause or
285 causes for which the suspension or dismissal is proposed; nor
286 unless, if the county manager so requests in writing, has been
287 given a hearing before the county representatives which may be
288 either public or private at the option of the county manager, and at
289 which the county manager may be represented by counsel, present
290 evidence, and call witnesses to testify in the manager’s behalf;
291 (c) non-renewal of the county manager’s contract shall not be
292 considered a dismissal and the provisions of clauses (a) and (b)
293 shall not apply.

294 Section 3.6 Acting County Manager.
295 The county manager, shall, by letter filed with the county repre-
-296 sentatives, designate a qualified Middlesex county employee to
297 exercise the powers of the office during a temporary absence. The
298 county representatives shall not revoke such designation until at
299 least ten working days have elapsed, whereupon they may desig-
-300 nate another qualified Middlesex county employee to serve as
301 acting county manager.
302 Any vacancy in the office of the county manager shall be filled
303 as soon as possible by the county representatives. During the
304 interim, the county representatives shall appoint a suitable person
305 as acting county manager to perform the duties of the office. Such
306 appointment shall not exceed six months.
307 The powers of an acting county manager shall include authority
308 to make temporary, emergency appointments or designations to
309 county employment, but no such appointment or designation shall
310 be of a permanent nature.
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311
312

313 Section 4.1 Budget Submission.
314 The county manager shall submit to the county representatives
315 a proposed budget for Middlesex county for the ensuing fiscal
316 year, with an accompanying budget message and supporting docu-
-317 ments. Within five days after submission of the budget to the
318 county representatives, the county manager shall transmit a copy
319 of the budget to the board of selectmen or town council in towns;
320 to the city manager and the city council or board of aldermen in
321 Plan D and Plan E cities; and to the mayor and the city council or
322 board of aldermen in all other cities.

323 Section 4.2 Budget Message.
324 The budget message shall explain the proposed budget both in
325 fiscal and work program terms. It shall outline proposed financial
326 policies for the ensuing fiscal year; describe important features of the
327 proposed budget; indicate any major variations from the current
328 budget in financial policies, expenditures, and revenues, together
329 with the reasons for such changes; summarize the debt position; and
330 include such additional information as the county manager deems
331 desirable or the county representatives may require.

333 The county representatives shall adopt a budget for Middlesex
334 county for the ensuing fiscal year prior to the first day of May.
335 Prior to adopting said budget, the county representatives shall
336 hold at least one public hearing to inform the citizens of Mid-
-337 dlesex county of the budget’s content and to hear testimony and
338 argument from said citizens. No later than fourteen days prior to
339 this hearing, the county manager shall cause notice of this hearing
340 to be posted in each city and town hall within Middlesex county
341 and shall cause notice thereof to be published in a newspaper of gen-
-342 eral circulation in Middlesex county. The notice shall include, but is
343 not limited to, the date, time and place of the hearing, announcement
344 of the public’s right to provide written and oral comments, a sum-
-345 mary of the entire proposed budget, and the place where the pro-
-346 posed budget may be inspected or procured by the public.

ARTICLE 4.
FISCAL PROCEDURES.

332 Section 4.3 Budget Adoption.
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347 Section 4.4 Capital Improvement Plan.
348 The county manager shall submit a capital improvement plan to
349 the county representatives at least thirty days prior to the submis-
-350 sion of the proposed operating budget. The information in the cap-
-351 ital improvement plan shall be revised annually with regard to all
352 items still pending, or in the process of being acquired, improved
353 or constructed.
354 The capital improvement plan shall include, but not limited to,
355 a clear, concise general summary of its contents; a listing of all
356 capital expenditures proposed to be made, by year, during the five
357 fiscal years next ensuing, with supporting information as to the
358 need for such expenditure; cost estimates, methods of financing
359 and recommended time schedules; the estimated annual cost of
360 operating and maintaining any new facility or piece of major
361 equipment involved.

363 The finances of Middlesex county shall be audited annually by
364 a certified public accounting firm with experience in municipal
365 and other public agency audits, chosen by the county representa-
-366 lives. Copies of this audit shall be provided to the county repre-
-367 sentatives and shall be made available to the public.

368
369

370 Section 5.1 Requirements.
371 There shall be an administrative code for Middlesex county and
372 all county departments or agencies, except those specifically
373 excluded, shall be subject to this code. A copy of the county
374 administrative code and any amendments thereto shall be pro-
-375 vided to the county representatives and to the board of selectmen
376 or town council in towns, to the city manager and the city council
377 or board of aldermen in Plan D or Plan E cities, and to the mayor
378 and the city council or board of aldermen in all other cities; and
379 shall be made available to the public.

362 Section 4.5 Audit.

ARTICLE 5.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE.
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381 The county administrative code shall include a table of organi-

-382 zation of county departments or agencies, a list of duties and
383 responsibilities for each county department or agency, a list of
384 administrative and budgetary procedures for all county depart-
-385 ments or agencies, personnel policies, a budget preparation and
386 adoption time schedule, and any other item deemed appropriate.

387 Section 5.3 Approval.
388 The county administrative code or any amendments thereto
389 shall be approved by two-thirds weighted vote of the county repre-
-390 sentatives and shall become effective upon approval. Prior to
391 adopting the county administrative code or any amendments
392 thereto, the county representatives shall hold at least one public
393 hearing on the proposed county administrative code or on any pro-
-394 posed amendments thereto, giving notice in the same manner as
395 provided in section 4.3 of this charter.

396
397

399 Any person who holds an elected office in Middlesex county,
400 with more than twenty-four months remaining of the term of
401 office at the time of the filing of the application, may be recalled
402 from the office by the voters of Middlesex county in the manner
403 provided herein.

405 In the case of a county wide position, fifteen percent of the
406 voters may file with the county clerk an affidavit containing the
407 name of the official whose recall is sought and a statement of the
408 grounds for recall. In the case of a district county position, fifteen
409 percent of district voters may file with the county clerk an affi-
-410 davit containing the name of the official whose recall is sought
411 and a statement of the grounds for recall. If the official is elected
412 from the county at large, the signatures of such affidavits shall
413 also contain the names of at least fifteen percent of the voters in

380 Section 5.2 Contents.

ARTICLE 6.
RECALL OF ELECTED OFFICIALS.

398 Section 6.1 Application.

404 Section 6.2 Petition.



HOUSE No. 60871996]

any twenty-seven municipalities within Middlesex county; if the
official is elected from any district into which Middlesex county
is divided, the signatures on such affidavits shall also contain the
names of at least fifteen percent of the voters in at least fifty per-
cent of the municipalities in said district. When submitted to the
county clerk the signatures shall bear the certification of the regis-
ters of voters of the municipality in which collected that they are
the names of voters in said municipality.

414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421

The county clerk shall certify such affidavits with regard to the
sufficiency and validity within seven days and shall thereupon
deliver to the ten persons first named on such affidavits, petition
blanks demanding said recall, printed forms of which the county
clerk shall keep available. The blanks may be completed by
printing or typewriting; they shall be addressed to the county rep-
resentatives; they shall contain the names of the ten persons to
whom they are issued and the grounds for recall as stated in the
affidavit; they shall demand the election of a successor to the offi-
cial; they shall be dated and signed by the county clerk. The recall
petitions shall be returned to the county clerk within twenty days
following the date they are issued, signed by at least twenty-five
percent of the total number of persons registered to vote in Mid-
dlesex county as of the date of the most recent state election if the
official is elected at large and by twenty-five per cent of the total
number of persons registered to vote in the district as of the date
of the most recent state election if the official is elected from a
district.

422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439

The county clerk shall within three days following such filing,
submit the petitions to the board of registers of voters in the sev-
eral municipalities from which collected and which board of reg-
isters of voters shall within five working days thereafter certify
thereon the number of signatures which are the names of voters.

440
441
442
443

444

446 If the petitions shall be certified by the board of registrars of
447 voters to be sufficient, the county clerk shall forthwith submit the
448 same with a certificate so stating to the county representatives, a
449 copy of which shall simultaneously be filed by said county clerk
450 with the state secretary. Upon receipt of the certified petition, the
451 county representatives shall forthwith give notice, in writing of

445 Section 6.3 Recall Election.
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452 said petition to the official whose recall is sought. If said offic>a '

453 does not resign from office within five days following delivery ol
454 the said notice, the county representatives shall order a question
455 relating to the recall of said official to appear on the ballot at the
456 next regular state election which is held at least one hundred and
457 fifty days following the date of the certification by the county
458 clerk that the recall petition is sufficient. A copy of said vote of
459 the county representatives shall, forthwith upon its adoption, be
460 filed by the county clerk with the state secretary. If a vacancy
461 occurs in the office after a recall election has been ordered, the
462 election shall nevertheless proceed as provided in this section, but
463 only the ballots for candidates shall be counted.

465 Notwithstanding any provision in law to the contrary, the nomina-
-466 tion of candidates for the office shall be by nomination papers, in
467 conformity with the provisions of law relating to nomination of per-
-468 sons for the same office when it is otherwise to be filled at an elec-
-469 tion except the time for filing such papers with the state secretary
470 shall be on or before the first Wednesday in August. The names of
471 candidates shall appear only on the ballots used at the state election
472 and in conjunction with the recall questions, as provided below, and
473 candidates shall not be nominated at the state primary election. Any
474 official sought to be recalled shall not be eligible for nomination as a
475 candidate to succeed to the same office.

476 Section 6.5 Ballot Propositions.
477 The ballots used at an election at which a question relating to
478 the recall of an official shall be submitted to the voters in substan-
-479 tially the following form:

480 For the recall of (insert name) present Middlesex county
481 (insert name of the office)(insert name of the office)

482 Against the recall (insert name) present Middlesex county
483 (insert name of the office)(insert name of the office)

484 Adjacent to each such proposition shall appear a place to vote
485 for either of said propositions. Following said propositions on the486 ballot shall appear the word “candidates” and the names of candi

464 Section 6.4 Nomination of Candidates.
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487 dates to succeed to the office if a majority of the votes cast upon
488 said propositions is in the affirmative. The names of candidates
489 shall be arranged as otherwise provided by law.
490 If a majority of the votes cast are in favor of the recall, the offi-
-491 cial shall be deemed to be recalled and the candidate receiving the
492 highest number of votes for the office shall be declared to be
493 elected as successor to the office and shall serve for the balance of
494 the unexpired term.

496 The incumbent shall continue to hold office and perform the
497 duties until the recall election. If not then recalled, the incumbent
498 shall continue in office for the remainder of the unexpired term,
499 subject to recall as provided in section 6,7 of this charter.

500 Section 6.7 Repeat of Recall Petition.
501 No recall shall be filed against an official within twelve months
502 after taking office, or in the case of an official subjected to a recall
503 election and not recalled thereby, until at least twelve months after
504 the election at which the recall was submitted to voters.

505
506

508 The following words as used in this charter shall have the fol-
-509 lowing meaning:
510 (a) County Representatives board of county representatives
511 (b) Department or Agency any board, commission, com
512 mittee, division or office of Middlesex county.
513 (c) General Laws the General Laws of Massachusetts of
514 1921, as amended.
515 (d) Law Special Laws of Massachusetts applicable to Mid
516 dlesex county and the General Laws of Massachusetts.

517 Section 7.2 Specific Provisions Prevail.
518 To the extent that any specific provision of this charter shall
519 conflict with any provision expressed in general terms, the spe-
-520 cific provision shall prevail.

507 Section 7.1 Definitions.

495 Section 6.6 Officeholder.

ARTICLE 7.
GENERAL PROVISIONS.
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521 Section 7.3 Computation of Time.
522 In computing time under this charter, if seven days or less, only
523 business days, not including Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holidays
524 shall be counted; if more than seven days, every day shall be
525 counted

526
527

528 Section 8.1 Title.
529 This instrument shall be known as the Middlesex County Charter.

531 Proposed amendments to this charter shall be submitted to the
532 voters of Middlesex county by two-thirds weighted vote of the
533 county representatives cast at a meeting called for that purpose no
534 later than ninety days prior to submitting the amendments to said
535 voters, or by petition signed by at least five per cent of the number
536 of the voters residing in Middlesex county at the preceding state
537 election and submitted in accordance with the provisions of sec-
-538 tion fourteen of chapter thirty-four Aof the General Laws.
539 Proposed amendments shall become effective upon approval by
540 a majority of the votes cast by the voters of Middlesex county at a
541 biennial state election.
542 The ballots used when voting on charter amendments shall con-
-543 tain a question in substantially the following form: “Shall the fol-
-544 lowing amendments to the Middlesex County Charter proposed by
545 [the registered voters of Middlesex county or the board of the
546 county representatives] be enacted?” (Insert here a fair and con-
-547 cise summary of each question prepared by the county counsel and
548 approved by the county representatives.)

ARTICLE 9.549
550

55! Section 9.1 Continuation of Government.
552 Unless otherwise provided for in this charter, all departments or
553 agencies of Middlesex county shall continue to perform their

ARTICLE 8.
CHARTER TITLE AND AMENDMENTS.

530 Section 8.2 Amendments.

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.
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duties until such departments or agencies have been abolished or
until such duties have been abolished or transferred.

554
555

As of the effective date of this charter, the position of Mid-
dlesex county commissioner and the advisory board on Middlesex
county expenditures shall be abolished. Unless otherwise provided
for in this charter, the county representatives shall have the
powers and perform the duties of the county commissioners and
of the advisory board on county expenditures.

556
557
558
559
560
561

562
Members of the advisory board on Middlesex county expendi-

tures shall be deemed to be the county representatives repre-
senting their respective municipalities.

563
564
565

The Middlesex county clerk of courts, register of probate, reg-
ister of deeds for the northern district, register of deeds for the
southern district and sheriff shall continue to be elected and their
authority, duties, fees, salaries and expenses shall continue as
stated in law.

566
567
568
569
570

The Middlesex county treasurer elected in November, nineteen
hundred and ninety-six shall continue in office as an elected offi-
cial until the term of office expires and, thereafter, shall be con-
tinued in office until retirement, death, or removal for cause,
serving at such salary and benefits as the county representatives
shall determine, but never less than that salary or benefit level as
obtained at the time of the effective date of this charter.

571
572
573
574
575
576
577

All employees of Middlesex county shall retain such employ-
ment and shall continue to perform their duties until such time as
said duties are discontinued or until said duties are transferred to
another person. No person in the permanent, full-time employ-
ment of Middlesex county shall forfeit their pay grade or time in
service and each such person shall be retained in a capacity as
similar to their former capacity as is practical.

578
579
580
581
582
583
584

Section 9.3 Continuation of Existing Laws.585

Section 9.2 Continuation of Personnel.

All laws, ordinances, resolutions, procedures, rules, and regula-
tions of or pertaining to Middlesex county that are in force when
this charter takes effect and not specifically or by clear implica-
tion repealed hereby, shall continue in full force and effect until
amended or repealed by due course of law or until they expire by

586
587
588
589
590
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591 their own limitation. Sections four, five, five A, eight and nine of
592 chapter thirty-four, and section twenty-eight B of chapter thirty-
-593 five of the General Laws shall, from the effective date of this
594 charter, be null and void as they apply to Middlesex county,
595 having been succeeded by specific provisions of this charter.

597 All leases, contracts, franchises and obligations entered into by
598 Middlesex county or for its benefit prior to the effective date of
599 this charter shall continue in full force and effect.

601 All records, property and equipment of any department or
602 agency of Middlesex county, the powers and duties of which are
603 assigned in whole or in part to another department or agency, shall
604 be transferred forthwith to such assigned department or agency.

605 Section 9.6 Time of Taking Effect.
606 This charter shall become fully effective upon its approval by a
607 majority of the votes cast by the voters of Middlesex county.

1 SECTION 2. Instructions to Place Charter on Ballot.
2 The state secretary shall cause to be placed on the official ballot
3 to be used in Middlesex county at the biennial state election to be
4 held in the year nineteen hundred and ninety-six the following
5 question; “Shall an act passed by the general court in the year
6 nineteen hundred and ninety-six entitled "AN ACT PROVIDING
7 A CHARTER FOR MIDDLESEX COUNTY, be accepted?” If a
8 majority of the votes cast in answer to said question is in the affir-
-9 mative then this act shall take full effect, not otherwise

596 Section 9.4 Continuation of Contracts.

600 Section 9.5 Transfer of Records and Property.

APPROVED (date)10
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