
No. 6226HOUSE

Commontocaltf) of iflassadjufictts

The commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Department

STATE HOUSE • BOSTON 02133

(617) 727 -3600

WILLIAM F. WELD

ARGEO PAUL CELLUCCI
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

July 15,1996

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

We are filing for your consideration the attached legislative proposal entitled "An
Act to Strengthen Penalties for Criminal Nonsupport of a Spouse or Minor Child." Despite
the remarkable improvements that we have made in child support enforcement over the
past five years, there are still more than 27,000 parents in the Commonwealth, most of
them men, who owe at least $7,500 in child support and have failed to pay for six months
or longer. We are facing an alarming crisis for all too many Massachusetts children who
are growing up without the financial and emotional support of both a mother and a father.
And the consequences of fatherlessness for children - increased poverty, lower high
school graduation rates and more juvenile delinquency are well documented.

This bill sends a simple message willful financial neglect of a child is a serious

crime with a serious penalty. Parents who willfully and consistently fail to support their
families -- when they can afford to do so will face a mandatory minimum sentence of
one year. This punishment will only be imposed in the most egregious cases of criminal
nonsupport, when a parent owes over $7,500 in arrears and having the financial ability or
earning capacity to pay, has failed to make payments for six months. It will serve as a
warning and deterrent to all of those who would shirk their financial responsibilities to their
children.

The Commonwealth has one of the most comprehensive and effective child support

enforcement programs in the nation. This proposal will further strengthen our efforts to
ensure that children get the support they deserve from both parents. We urge your
prompt and favorable consideration of this bill.

Respectfully submitted.
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Paul Cellucci
Lieutenant Governor

William F. Weld
Governor
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Six

An Act to strengthen penalties for criminal nonsupport of

A SPOUSE OR MINOR CHILD

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 15A of Chapter 273 of the General Laws,

2 as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, and as amended by

3 chapter 5 of the acts of 1995, is hereby amended by inserting in
4 paragraph (2), after the words “shall be punished", the fol-

-5 lowing:—(a).

1 SECTION 2. Said Section 15A of said chapter 273, as so

2 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting at the end of

3 paragraph (2) the following: — , except that (b) if such person has

4 failed to make any payments of support under such order or judg-
-5 ment for a period of six months or longer and owes arrears of
6 seven thousand five hundred dollars or more under such order or

7 judgment, such person shall be punished by imprisonment in the

8 state prison for not less than one year but not more than live
9 years, or by imprisonment in jail or the house of correction for not

10 less than one year but not more than two and one-half years; pro-
-11 vided, however, that the sentence imposed upon such person shall
12 not be reduced to less than one year, nor suspended, nor shall any
13 such person be eligible for probation, parole, or furlough or

14 receive any deduction from his sentence tor good conduct until he

15 shall have served one year of such sentence; provided, however,

16 that in imposing the sentence required by subparagraph (b), the

17 court may provide for alternative sentencing pursuant to subpara-

-18 graph (4)(b) of this section, but may not provide for any other

19 alternative sentencing. Eor the purposes of this paragraph only, a

20 payment of support shall consist of a payment or payments



HOUSE No. 62261996] 3

21 totaling the amount of current support due for one month under
22 the terms of the order or judgment, and arrears shall consist of
23 amounts that become due after entry of the order or judgment and
24 that are unpaid in whole or in part as of the date on which they
25 were due, but does not include any amount of restitution or past
26 support for the period from the birth of the child to the entry of
27 the order or judgment which is established at the time when the
28 order or judgment for support is entered.

1 SECTION 3. Said Section 15A of said chapter 273, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking, in line 19, the
3 word “In” and inserting in place thereof the following words:—
4 Except as provided in paragraph (2), in.
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