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Pursuant to Section 5 of Article LXIII of the Amendments to
the Constitution of the Commonwealth, I am signing House Bill No
4814, "An Act Providing for the Operation of the Third Harbor
Tunnel and the Study of a Unified Transportation System in the
Boston Metropolitan Area."

This bill represents an important contribution to the
Commonwealth's transportation agenda. Among its most significan
provisions, the bill:

provides for the continuation of the statewide highway
construction program by providing additional bond
authorization of up to $4OO million, thereby ensuring
that Massachusetts will continue to receive all of the
federal highway funds for which it is eligible;
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authorizes the Turnpike to issue notes and bonds to
provide for its contribution to the cost of the Central
Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel project; and

freezes tolls on the Turnpike and on the harbor
crossings for all but certain commercial vehicles,
until December 1996.

Although I agree with the Legislature that it is appropriate
for Massport to pay its fair share in return for the benefits of
the Third Harbor Tunnel, I am concerned that as drafted, Section
13 of the bill could jeopardize Massport's ability to borrow
funds to make this contribution to the project and to carry out
its other essential responsibilities. To remedy this potential
problem, I am vetoing Section 13 alone, and today filing a
separate bill to enact a slightly modified version of Section 13.

The revised Section 13 will enable Massport to bond for its
contribution to the Third Harbor Tunnel project, without
imperiling its ability to carry out its other responsibilities,
by defining Massport's maximum contribution, to be established in
a feasibility study provided for in the bill, at $125 million;
making Massport a party to the feasibility study; and providing
that the feasibility study determine what assets which are part
of the Third Harbor Tunnel are to be transferred to Massport to
enable it to make its contribution, consistent with bond and
statutory restrictions now applicable to Massport.

I am pleased to sign this important piece of legislation
into law, and I hope the Legislature will act promptly on the
suggested additional language for Section 13.

Respectfully submitted

William F. Weld
Governor
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