
HOUSE No. 6419

t Commontocaltfj of Mai&acljuettte

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Department

ATE HOUSE • BOSTON 02133

(617) 727-3600

WILLIAM F WELD

iRGEO PAUL CELLUI
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOI

November 22, 1995

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of Article 63 of theAmendments to the
Constitution of the Commonwealth, I am today signing House Bill 5652, "An Act
Relative to Bond Authorizations for Certain Emergency Capital Projects of the
Commonwealth.” This Bill includes funding for a number of important information
technology, recreation, hazardous waste clean-up, and construction projects.

However, there are several provisions which concern me. I am opposed to the language
in line item 0332-5961 in section 2A that unduly restricts contractors bidding on the
Brockton Courthouse project. The language requires that in order to be considered for
award ofany contract or subcontract, a bid must “include an agreement to employ only
union labor in the course of the construction project. . . and a statement that all labor
organizations representing the contractor’s employees on [the] project have agreed not to
strike with respect to work on the project.” This language is anti-competitive, and may
discourage capable contractors from bidding on the project, thus increasing the
Commonwealth’s costs. Nevertheless, in the interest of moving this project forward, I
am not exercising my veto power.

1 am also concerned about language in line item 8995-8968 ofsection 2A for repair and
construction of water and sewer facilities and pollution mitigation projects. The line item
earmarks at least $2,2 million for improvements to sewer lines terminating at the
Department ofCorrection’s Norfolk sewage treatment facility. I support this initiative.
But other language authorizes the Board of Health for the town ofNorfolk to require the
Department of Correction to provide drinking quality water to residents of the town,
independent ofany showing that the Department is responsible for any of the existing
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problems. In addition, I seriously doubt that giving a local Board of Health authority
over a state agency is constitutional. Nevertheless, I have chosen not to veto this
language or reduce the appropriation because I recognize the concerns of Norfolk
residents about contaminants in their water. 1 plan to consult with the Attorney General’:
Office regarding the Clean State Act implications of any work performed under
this line item. Signing this line item is in no way an admission of liability regarding any
aspect of the water problems facing some residents of Norfolk,

I am vetoing sections 32, 34, and 38 of this Bill. Each of them directs a state agency, the
MBTA, the Division ofCapital Planning and Operations, and the Metropolitan District
Commission respectively, to place a particular project ahead of other projects unde, the
agency’s direction. Although the respective agencies are working on or planning all of
these projects, these sections constitute unwarranted intrusions on Executive Branch
discretion.

1 hereby approve the remainder of this Act

Respectfully submitted,

William F. Weld
Governor
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