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I am honored to stand before you once again, and I thank the people
of Massachusetts for allowing Bill Weld and me to serve another term
as your Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

As Governor Weld has said, we have accomplished a lot over the
past four years. Taxes are lower. More people are working. Our laws
are tougher on criminals. Our schools are improving.

But our work is far from done.
Our economy is stronger and unemployment is down. But we have

to give our workers the skills they need to succeed in the global
economy.

Our laws are tougher than they were. But laws are empty promises
if we don’t have enough prison space to punish criminals.

Our public schools have been strengthened by education reform.
But we have to do a better job educating students who go to work
rather than to college.

And the welfare system produces far more tragedy than triumph.
Welfare needs radical reform, not trivial tinkering.

So our work is far from done, but I know this state can answer the
challenges.

I am hopeful, because I’ve seen the spirit of this state my whole life.
I grew up in Hudson, and I still live there with my wife Jan and my
daughters Kate and Anne. My father and mother still live in Hudson,
and I am proud they can all be here with me today.

I know I wouldn’t be here today without the simple but powerful
values my parents taught me. My father worked six days, then half of
Sunday. He taught me that even though hard work has its pains, it has
even greater rewards that families are our greatest sources of
strength and that you always treat people with respect.
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I’ve been lucky, I know, and I also know that too many kids grow up
without the family, good schools, and strong community that I had, and
still have, in Hudson.

The highest calling for those of us in public service is to see to it
that our children can make their own futures, with their own grit and
determination. We have failed, quite frankly, if their futures are deter-
mined for them by bad schools, by violent neighborhoods, and by a
welfare system that segregates thousands of children in hopeless and
perpetual poverty.

I know the world has changed since I was young. But as much as we
might like to, we can’t return to simpler times. We can’t go back-
wards— and Massachusetts never has. Our duty is to meet the chal-
lenges of the day. And this is a duty we all share: parents, teachers,
business people, and public servants.

Our schools have to respond to a changed economy but so do our
employers. Our laws have to respond to a more violent society but
so do parents.

Our schools have to be able to tell more stories like Claudia
Arana’s. A high school senior in Cambridge, Claudia has worked in
Polaroid’s Technical Internship Program. When Polaroid had to clean
up a plot of land, it was Claudia who monitored the clean-up. She
taught herself the necessary software and had the sort of responsibility
few too few young people experience. School-to-work programs
like Polaroid’s can give hope to all students, whatever their goals.

In November, I talked with students and went to work sites in
Denmark and Germany, where they are far ahead of us in training
young people for work. If we are to draw even with our economic
competition and, more important, if we are to give all our kids a
shot at rewarding careers we have to make classroom lessons live in
the working world. For this to happen, employers have to step up to
the plate and tell us what they need and expect of their workers, and
our schools have to respond.

Those of us in government can work to steer our schools in new
directions, but we will only be going in the right direction if parents,
businesses, and students themselves point the way.

Those of us in government also have an obligation to fight crime.
Great schools are nothing more than bunkers if students fear walking
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the streets that lead to those schools. Constitutional rights are just
words on a page if women cannot exercise those rights. We must put
violent criminals in prison. And society is entitled to express its out-
rage by imposing the ultimate penalty when even life in prison is too
weak a punishment.

But we also have to change attitudes, and that is where parents,
churches and synagogues, and after-school programs come in. Violent
messages surround our children, on television, video games, and in the
movies. Our society doesn’t believe in censorship, and neither do I.
But I do believe we must commit ourselves to spreading the message
that violence has no place in settling real-life disputes in school, on
the streets, at a clinic, or in the home .

Government has a duty to kick any kid who brings a gun to class out
of school. And we will. We have a duty to prosecute husbands who
beat their wives. And we will. We have a duty to make fathers support
their children. And we will.

It is a far greater and more important challenge, however, to change
attitudes so that we can prevent rather than prosecute, educate rather
than incarcerate. We all have to assert some simple truths. It is wrong
to bring a gun to school, wrong to hit a girlfriend, and wrong to aban-
don a child. And the most important speakers of those truths are
parents.

Yes, our work is not done, and the problems we face aren’t easy
ones. But I do believe we have much to look back to with pride, and
forward to with hope.

I look forward to a Massachusetts that will help high school
students sprint into careers rather than stumble through dead-end jobs.

I look forward to a state where each of us is an ambassador against
violence.

And I look forward to a Massachusetts where we reassert the values
that we all know are the source of meaningful lives, economic oppor-
tunity, and strong families: hard work, responsibility, tolerance, and
respect.

I am honored to serve you, the citizens of Massachusetts, as your
Lieutenant Governor, and to work side by side with Governor Weld as
we continue to steer our state toward a brighter future for all our chil-
dren.

Thank you








