
SENATE No. 10
By Ms. Melconian, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 10)

ofLinda J. Melconian, Robert A. Durand, Matthew J. Amorello, John D.
O’Brien and other members of the Senate for legislation to establish the
Paul Revere Partnership for science and technology business enterprises.
Science and Technology (Senate).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five

An Act to establish the paul revere partnership for science and
TECHNOLOGY BUSINESS ENTERPRISES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 40 of the General of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting the fol-
-3 lowing new chapter:

4

5 Section 1. It is hereby found and declared that;
6 (1) There exists within the Commonwealth a growing need to
7 expand and diversify the economy and provide new, high quality
8 jobs for residents of Massachusetts. (2) The economic strength
9 and vitality of the Commonwealth increasingly depends on culti-

-10 vating the success of small-to-medium-sized manufacturing com-
il panics and emerging technology-oriented businesses. (3) To retain
12 the current level of manufacturing jobs, mature industries such as
13 plastics, paper and allied products, fabricated metal products, and
14 textiles, must adopt state-of-the-art management and production
15 techniques in such areas as (i) production, planning and inventory
16 control; (ii) plant layouts; (iii) factory and office automation;
17 (iv) technology improvements; (v) workforce development and other
18 training programs; and (vi) manufacturing strategies. (4) A
19 shortage of capital, the limited presence of Massachusetts’ quasi-
-20 public corporations in certain regions of the state, and the central-
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21 ization of financial activity in the Greater Boston area has created
22 an impediment to the ability of the Commonwealth to recruit tech-
-23 nology-based businesses to remain or locate within the state. (5)
24 The shortage of investment fund will result in a decrease in the
25 development of new job opportunities within the Commonwealth.
26 (6) There is a continuing need to promote, stimulate and
27 encourage basic and applied scientific and technological research
28 and development. (7) It is an important function of government to
29 provide assistance and services that will advance the adoption and
30 utilization of technology and encourage the creation of new prod-
-31 ucts and industry within the Commonwealth. (8) Therefore it is
32 found that it is in the public interest of the Commonwealth to pro-
-33 mote the prosperity and general welfare of its citizens, a public
34 purpose for which public money may be expended, to provide
35 technical and financial assistance to technology-oriented busi-
-36 nesses in the Commonwealth, and the creation of the Paul Revere
37 Partnership will assist in serving this public purpose.
38 Section 2. For the purposes of this chapter the following words
39 and terms shall have the following meanings, except where the
40 context clearly indicates otherwise:
41 (1) “Center”, a Paul Revere Technology Center.
42 (2) “Center board”, the board of directors of a Paul Revere
43 Technology Center.
44 (3) “Defense-dependent business”, an enterprise engaged in
45 defense-related commercial activities which has derived over
46 twenty-five percent of it operating income generated from opera-
-47 tions located within the commonwealth through prime contracts
48 with the United States Department of Defense or through subcon-
-49 tracts to such prime contractors, in at least two of the preceding
50 five years, or over the life of the business, whichever period is
51 shorter.
52 (4) “Enterprise”, any individual, partnership, corporation, or
53 joint venture carrying on business or proposing to carry on busi-
-54 ness within the state which is engaged in the provision of products
55 or services involving new technology.
56 (5) “Finance committee”, a subcommittee of the board of direc-
-57 tors of a Paul Revere Regional Technology Center having the
58 authority to approve or deny applications for financial assistance
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59 and to enter into agreements on behalf of the corporation to pro-
-60 vide financial assistance.
61 (6) “Full-time employee”, an employee who works a minimum
62 of thirty-five hours per week.
63 (7) “Medium-sized business”, an enterprise that employs more
64 than one hundred but less that five hundred persons within the
65 state on a full-time basis.
66 (8) “New technology”, methods, products, processes and proce-
-67 dures developed through science or research.
68 (9) “Partnership”, the Paul Revere Partnership.
69 (10) “Partnership board”, the board of directors of Paul Revere
70 Partnership.
71 (11) “Product”, any outcome, device, technique, or process
72 which is or may be developed or marketed commercially and
73 which has advanced beyond the theoretical stage and are readily
74 capable of being, or have been, reduced to practice.
75 (12) “Qualified institution”, a university or university-affiliated
76 research institution with an established record of research and
77 development in the area or areas of technology involved and the
78 capacity to conduct research and development activities in collab-
-79 oration with business and industry.
80 (13) “Small business innovation research program” or “SBIR”,
81 the federal program enacted pursuant to the Small Business
82 Innovation Development Act of 1982 (PL. 97-219), which pro-
-83 vides funds to small businesses to conduct innovative research
84 which has potential commercial applications.
85 (14) “Small-sized business”, an enterprise that employs two
86 hundred fifty or less persons within the state on a full-time basis.
87 Section 3. There is hereby created a body politic and corporate
88 to be known as the Paul Revere Partnership. The partnership is
89 hereby constituted as a public instrumentality and the exercise by
90 the partnership of the powers conferred by this chapter shall be
91 deemed to be the performance of an essential government
92 function.
93 The partnership is hereby placed in the executive office of eco-
-94 nomic affairs but shall not be subject to the supervision or control
95 of said office or any board, bureau, department or other agency of
96 the commonwealth except as specifically provided in this chapter.
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The partnership shall be governed and its corporate powers
exercised by a board of directors which shall consist of 15 direc-
tors; the secretary of economic affairs, the executive director of
the Massachusetts office of business development, two members
of the Massachusetts quasi-public planning council to be
appointed by the governor, four representatives from the manufac-
turing or advanced technology business sector to be appointed by
the governor, three representatives from higher education to be
appointed by the governor, a member of the Senate to be
appointed by the President of the Senate, a member of the Senate
to be appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate, a member
of the House of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, one representative appointed by the
Minority Leader of the House of Representatives. Each member
appointed by the governor shall serve for a term of three years.
The representatives of the General Court shall serve terms of two
years to run concurrently with the term of the legislative session.
Each public official who is a member of the board of directors
may designate an officer or employee of the commonwealth to
represent him at meetings of the board of directors. Each designee
may lawfully vote and otherwise act on behalf of the member of
the board of directors for whom he constitutes the designee. The
designation shall be in writing and continue in effect until revoked
or amended in writing.

97
98
99
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Any person appointed to fill a vacancy in the office of a member
shall be appointed in a like manner and shall serve only the unex-
pired term. Any member shall be eligible for reappointment.. Any
member may be removed from his appointment only for good
cause. Any member of the board designating an alternate to act in
his place shall be responsible for all such actions of such
designee.

121
122
123
124
125
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127

The executive director of the Massachusetts office of business
development shall serve as chairman of the partnership board and
shall be authorized to designate an officer or employee within the
department to chair partnership meetings in his absence. The
directors shall annually elect one of their members as vice-
chairman and designate a secretary and treasurer who need not be
members of the board. The secretary shall keep a record of the
proceedings of the corporation and shall be the custodian of all

128
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135
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136 books, documents, and papers filed with the partnership and the
minute books of the partnership. The secretary shall cause copies
to be made of all minutes and other records and documents of the
partnership and shall certify that such copies are true copies and
all persons dealing with the corporation may rely on such certifi-
cation.

137
138
139
140
141

Eight of the directors of the partnership shall constitute a
quorum and the affirmative vote of eight directors shall be neces-
sary for any action to be taken by the board. The members of the
board shall serve without compensation, but each member shall be
entitled to reimbursement for his actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of his official duties.

142
143
144
145
146
147

The provisions of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A shall
apply to all directors, officers and employees of the partnership
except that the partnership may purchase from, sell to, borrow
from, contract with or otherwise deal with any organization in
which any director of the partnership is in any way interested or
involved; provided however, that such interest or involvement is
disclosed in advance to the directors and recorded in the minutes
of the proceedings of the partnership; and provided further, that
no director having such an interest or involvement may participate
in any decision relating to such organization.

148
149
150
151
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Neither the partnership nor any of its officers, directors, agents,
employees, consultants or advisors shall be subject to the provi-
sions of Section three B of chapter seven, Sections nine A, forty-
five, forty-six and fifty-two of chapter thirty, or chapter
thirty-one.

158
159
160
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162
163 Section 4. The partnership shall have the following powers
164 (a) to make, amend and repeal by-laws, rules and regulations

for the management of its affairs;165
166 (b) to sue and be sued in its own name;
167 (c) to make contracts and execute all instruments necessary or

convenient for the carrying on of its business;168
(d) to acquire, own, hold, dispose of and encumber personal or

real property of any nature or any interest therein in the exercise
of its powers and performance of its duties under this chapter;

169
170
171

(e) to enter into agreements or transactions with any federal,
state or municipal agency or other public institution or with any
private individual, partnership, firm, corporation, association or
other entity;

172
173
174
175
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176 (f) to appear in its own behalf before boards, commissions,
177 departments, or other agencies of federal, state or municipal
178 government;
179 (g) to appoint such employees, officers, agents, consultants and
180 advisors as may be necessary or desirable to carry out the pur-
181 poses in accordance with this chapter and prescribe their duties
182 and fix compensation within the limits provided by law.
183 (h) to procure insurance against any losses in connection with
184 its property, in such amounts, and from such insurers, as may be
185 necessary or desirable;
186 (i) to solicit, receive and accept any and all aid, contributions,
187 donations, grants, bequests, and devises, conditional or otherwise,
188 of money, property, service, or other things of value which may be
189 received from the United States or any agency thereof, any gov-
190 ernmental agency, any institution, person, firm or corporation,
191 public and private, to be held, used or applied for any or all the
192 purposes specified in this chapter in accordance with the terms
193 and conditions of any such grant. Receipt of each such donation or
194 grant shall be detailed in the annual report of the corporation; such
195 annual report shall include the identity of the donor, lender, or
196 grantor, the nature of the transaction and conditions attaching
197 thereto;
198 (j) to support the modernization efforts of manufacturing corn-
199 panics through collaborative initiatives and individual projects

200 that apply and deploy advanced manufacturing, management and
201 production philosophies and techniques;
202 (k) to facilitate the creation of university-based consortia
203 between business, universities and government to engage in col-
204 laborative activities that will provide advanced technology
205 research and development, job training, and technical and busi-
206 ness services;
207 (1) to designate Regional Centers to assist companies, with a
208 special emphasis on serving small-and-medium-sized businesses,
209 by providing services in furtherance of the purposes of this
210 chapter, which may include, but not be limited to, comprehensive
211 business services;
212 (m) to establish a coordinated, centralized clearinghouse to pro-
-213 vide entrepreneurs with easy access to information on applied
214 research and development, technology transfer, technical assis-



1995] 7SENATE No. 10

215 tance, job training, financial capital and other financial resources,
and technical and financial referrals;216

217 (n) to assist businesses obtain governmental or commercial
financing in the form of debt or equity capital from any source,
including quasi-public corporations, banks, venture capitalists,
and local, state and federal agencies.

218
219
220

(o) to coordinate industrial expansion and retention activities
with business assistance programs sponsored or operated by
public or private universities and state or federal agencies.

221
11l

223
(p) to enter into contractual arrangements with private entities

to provide financial aid in furtherance of the purposes of this
chapter.

224
225
226

(q) to determine specific areas in which financial investment in
scientific and technical research and development could be
enhanced or increased if state resources were made available to
assist in financing such activities.

227
228
229
230

(r) to assist small-and-medium-sized businesses and defense
dependent-businesses in applying for federal research grants and
state or federal procurement contracts, including dissemination of
information on the availability of such grants.

231
232
233
234

(s) to organize and conduct seminars and workshops addressing
industry technological and business development needs.

235
236
237 (t) to provide referrals to appropriate local, state, regional, and

federal organizations and programs which deliver economic
development services.

238
239

(u) to review the potential of industries employing innovative
and emerging technologies to stimulate job creation and economic
growth within the state during the five years following the estab-
lishment of the Paul Revere Partnership and recommend policies
and strategies for the centers to adopt that will promote the devel-
opment within the state of those industries with the greatest poten-
tial to promote technology-based development within the state.

240
241
242
243
244
245
246

(v) to advise universities of the research needs of business and
improve the exchange of scientific and technical information for
the mutual benefit of universities and private businesses.

247
248
249

(w) to assist businesses in identifying and applying appropriate
technologies.

250
251

(x) to collect and disseminate information on financial, tech-
nical, marketing, management, technological, job training and

252
253
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other services available to companies on a free or for hire basics
from universities, private for-profit businesses, non-profit
organizations, public instrumentalities, and quasi-public
instrumentalities.

254
255
256
257

(y) to assist businesses in identifying ways to enhance produc-
tivity and market competitiveness.

258
259

Section 5. There is hereby established a fund for carrying out
the purposes of this chapter to be designated the “Paul Revere
Partnership Fund.” Deposited into the fund shall be the proceeds
of any bonds or notes of the commonwealth issued for this pur-
pose, any appropriations authorized by the general court specifi-
cally designated to be credited to the Paul Revere Partnership,
federal funds, donations, bequests, grants, devises, contributions,
fee revenues and funds from any other source for the purposes
authorized by this chapter.

260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269 Unless otherwise specified, all monies of the partnership, from

whatever source derived, shall be paid to the treasurer. The
monies in said fund shall be paid out on the warrant or other order
of the treasurer or of such other person or persons as the board
may authorize to execute such warrant or warrants.

270
271
272
273

The partnership shall draw upon the fund to meet the start-up
expenses, project costs, and current expenses of acquiring, owning
and operating, or of acquiring, leasing and operating lands, build-
ings, facilities and equipment for Paul Revere Technology Centers
established pursuant to section six.

274
275
276
277
278

Section 6. (a) The partnership shall designate five Paul Revere
Technology Centers throughout the commonwealth. The centers
will be established with the purpose of coordinating the resources
of the public and private sectors to promote technology-based
development in the state.

279
280
281
282
283
284 (b) The partnership board shall:
285 (1) Establish criteria for the designation of five centers that will

service the following regions: Western Massachusetts including
the Berkshires and the Pioneer Valley; Central Massachusetts;
Southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard and
Nantucket; Greater Boston; and Northeastern Massachusetts. An
advisory committee shall be created by the partnership board to
study the feasibility of designating the Massachusetts office of
business development’s One-Stop Business Centers as the Paul
Revere Technology Centers.

286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
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294 (2) Formulate and approve a detailed plan for the establishment
of each center that will ensure that such centers (i) will substan-
tially further the purposes of. this chapter; (ii) will not duplicate
the actual or proposed facilities or programs of any industrial net-
work, the Massachusetts Office of Business Development, the
Massachusetts Small Business Development Center, the
University of Massachusetts, the United States Small Business
Administration, or any other entity within the state that serves the
economic development needs of the commonwealth, provided
that to the extent such duplication may be found to exist, the
center as proposed in the plan may reasonably be characterized as
enhancing or supplementing the ability of such an institution or
consortium of institutions to conduct such actual or proposed
programs.

295
296
297
298
299
300
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304
305
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307

(3) Provide financial support to designated centers. The part-
nership board shall establish guidelines for a schedule and the
manner in which each center shall file annual reports with the
partnership on the center’s activities. The partnership board shall
evaluate each center’s operations using methods such as site
visits, reporting of specified information and peer review evalua-
tions, The partnership shall notify each center of the results of its
evaluations and work with such center to remedy any findings of
deficiencies. If such findings are not remedied, the partnership
may withdraw state funding support, in whole or in part, or with-
draw the center designation.

308
309
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(c) Funding of regional centers:319
320 The partnership board will provide financial support, through

grants or other means, to designated Paul Revere Regional
Technology Centers which may be used for operating expenses,
the administration of financial assistance programs, and other
activities deemed necessary to carry out the purposes of this
chapter. In each case, the amount provided by the partnership
board to a center shall be in accordance with the following;

321
322
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(1) for the initial two fiscal years in which funding is provided to
designated centers, each center shall be funded in an equal amount.

327
328

(2) beginning in the third fiscal year in which funding is pro-
vided to designated centers, and in each fiscal year thereafter, the
amount provided by the partnership to each center shall be deter-
mined pursuant to guidelines established by the Partnership board

329
330
331
332
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to govern the application process for centers to follow in order to

receive financial assistance from the partnership. Such guidelines
shall include key performance measures that will enable the part-
nership to evaluate the success of each center’s programs in
enhancing economic growth in the region serviced by the center,

(3) financial assistance to centers shall in all instances be

333
334
335
336
337
338

matched equally by private sector funds. Private sector matching
funds shall include monetary or in-kind support from private busi-
nesses, corporations, individuals and trade associations and
machinery and equipment. The partnership board may establish
rules or guidelines to determine additional categories of contribu-
tions which may qualify as private sector matching funds. In no
case shall funds derived from general revenues appropriated by
the general court or from fees charged for the center’s services
qualify as matching funds.

339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347

(4) financial assistance to centers shall be disbursed to centers
on an advanced quarterly calendar year basis. Within thirty days
of the commencement of each calendar quarter, the center shall
submit to the partnership board a quarterly report setting forth in
detail all expenditures for operations and transactions conducted
by it pursuant to this chapter during the prior calendar quarter.
The partnership board shall withhold the quarterly funding dis-
bursement to any center for which it is not in receipt of the most
recent quarterly report.

348
349
350
351
352
353

354
355
356

(d) Board of directors. The activities of each center shall be
coordinated by a governing board of nine directors appointed by
the partnership board: six representatives from private industry
and three representatives from local universities. Each director
shall serve for a term of three years. Any director may be reap-
pointed. Any director may be removed by the partnership board
for cause. Any person appointed to fill a vacancy on the board
shall be appointed in a like manner and shall serve for the unex-
pired term of the predecessor director. Five directors shall consti-
tute a quorum and the affirmative vote of a majority of the
directors present and eligible to vote at a meeting shall be neces-
sary for any action to be taken by the board. The directors shall be
entitled to such compensation and expenses as may be provided in
the center’s charter or bylaws.

357
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368
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370
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The center board shall elect an executive committee composed
of five members who, during intervals between meetings of the
board, may transact such business of the corporation as the center
board may authorize. A majority of the executive committee shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business and the acts of
a majority of the members of such committee present at any time
at which a quorum is present shall be deemed the acts of such
committee.

371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379 The corporation may purchase from, sell to, borrow from, con-

tract with or otherwise deal with any organization in which any
director of the corporation is in any way interested or involved;
provided however, that such interest or involvement is disclosed
in advance to the directors and recorded in the minutes of the pro-
ceedings of the center; and provided further that no director
having such interest or involvement may participate in any deci-
sion relating to such organization.

380
381
382
383
384
385
386

(e) In furtherance of the purpose of the partnership as set forth
in section one of this chapter, the mission of the centers shall be
deemed to include, but not be limited to the following tasks:

387
388
389

(i) to make and amend articles of incorporation for the manage-
ment of its affairs as an independent nonprofit corporation.

390
391
392 (ii) to aggressively pursue commitments from businesses and

institutions in the region serviced by the center to support the
start-up of the center and to maintain a continuing effort to sup-
port the center, such support to include the provision of the equip-
ment, machinery, facilities, or personnel to establish the center
and ensure that the center is maintained at a level consistent with
achieving the purposes of this chapter.

393
394
395
396
397
398

(iii) to establish satellite offices staffed by field agents who
shall provide comprehensive assistance to businesses;

399
400

(iv) to cooperate with every other center and make every effort
to share expertise and clientele to develop a strong statewide net-
work.

401
402
403

Section 7. (a) The center board shall select a qualified indi-
vidual to act as executive director and shall delegate to the execu-
tive director full authority to direct and supervise the
administrative affairs and general management of the center. The
center board shall establish criteria for the selecting the executive
director and conduct the search pursuant to the criteria so estab-

404
405
406
407
408
409
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lished. The executive director shall serve at the pleasure of the
center board.

410
411

(b) The executive director shall perform tasks, including but not
limited to:

412
413

(1) Employ and terminate such other officers and employees of
the center as designated by the center board.

414
415
416 (2) Attend board meetings.

(3) Present to the center board for its approval annual budgets,
annual reports as required pursuant to Section 6(b)(3), and quar-
terly reports as required pursuant to Section 6(c)(4).

417
418
419

(4) Serve as chief liaison officer to participating businesses and
participating institutions in order to enhance their support of and
participation in the affairs of the center.

420
421
422

Section 8. (a) To carry out the purposes of this chapter, the
partnership board is authorized to establish financial assistance
programs, to be administered by the Paul Revere Technology
Centers, according to the following guidelines:

423
424
425
426

(1) Authorized investments by the centers in enterprises may
take the form of loans, loans convertible to equity, loans with
stock subscriptions or similar warrants that are beneficially owned
by the center, grants, grants with payback or royalty provisions;
loan guarantees, and the purchase of qualified securities issued by
an enterprise.

427
428
429
430
431
432

(2) As a condition to receiving any form of financial assistance
authorized by this chapter, the centers shall require that the recip-
ient of such financial assistance enter into an agreement stipu-
lating that any patent, license, copyright, goods, services,
proprietary processes or other results of research, funded in whole
or in part by financial assistance administered pursuant to this
section, that results in a commercial application shall be devel-
oped or produced within the state for a period of no less than ten
years subsequent to the date on which the eligible business’ appli-
cation for financial assistance received final approval. The part-
nership board shall prescribe policies and procedures in order to
implement the provisions of this subsection.

433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445 (3) The partnership board may establish a program to make

authorized investments in enterprises engaged in new product or
process innovations.

446
447
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448 (4) The partnership board may establish a program to make
authorized investments in enterprises engaged in the adoption of
modern management and production methods and techniques.

449
450

(5) The partnership board may establish a program to make
authorized investments in applied research and development pro-
jects conducted jointly by a qualified institution, or consortium of
such institutions in cooperation with an enterprise seeking to
explore new technologies with a commercial application. Priority
shall be given to defense-dependent businesses proposing a pro-
ject to develop: (i) commercial applications for technologies
developed for defense purposes, or (ii) commercially viable tech-
nologies that have both defense and non-defense uses.

451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459

(6) The partnership board may establish a program to make
authorized investments that will support an enterprise’s training of
its current workforce. Priority shall be given to training efforts
that are associated with the development, deployment, or commer-
cialization of new technologies.

460
461
462
463
464

(7) The partnership board may establish a program to make
authorized investments that will support the expansion of an
enterprise’s current operations within the state or the location
within the state of an enterprise’s operations that will, in either
instance, result in the creation of new jobs in the state.

465
466
467
468
469

(8) The centers may establish other programs of financial assis-
tance without the approval of the partnership board provided such
financial assistance programs are approved by the center board,
meet the guidelines established in this section, and carry out the
purposes of this chapter.

470
471
472
473
474

Section 9. (a) To receive funding from a financial assistance
program authorized pursuant to section eight, an enterprise must:
forward an application to the executive director of the center. The
executive director shall forward to the finance committee an
application along with a report prepared by the center’s staff con-
cerning the advisability of approving the proposed financial assis-
tance package for the enterprise that submitted the application.
Financial assistance shall be approved by the finance committee
when it finds all of the following factors to be present:

475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483

(1) the proposed undertaking has the reasonable potential to
create or preserve jobs and employment opportunities within the
state.

484
485
486
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487 (2) the proposed undertaking is technically and commercially
488 feasible.
489 (3) the enterprise has a reasonable chance of success
490 (4) there is a reasonable possibility that the enterprise will be
491 able to repay the funding as required pursuant to section eight.
492 (5) binding commitments have been made by the enterprise to
493 the center for adequate reporting of financial data to the center.
494 (6) the enterprise has participated in one-on-one counseling ses-
495 sions with a member of the center’s staff.
496 (7) the enterprise has demonstrated the inability to obtain con-
497 ventional financing in satisfactory amounts or on satisfactory
498 terms.
499 (8) the extent of the enterprise’s dependency on defense con-
500 tracts has been considered for any application for applied research
501 and development funding.
502 (9) any other factors which the partnership board deems rele-
503 vant.
504 (b) The partnership board shall establish criteria to govern the
505 contents of the application and report, which shall include, but not
506 be limited to, such facts about the enterprise as its history, wage
507 standards, job opportunities, stability of employment, past and
508 present financial condition and structure, income statements, and
509 present and future markets and prospects.
510 The center board shall create a peer review committee to assist
511 the finance committee in evaluating the technological, marketing
512 and management feasibility of projects in connection with each
513 application for financial assistance. The peer review committee
514 shall include qualified individuals from the business, higher edu-
515 cation and advanced technology research communities
516 Section 10. (a) The partnership board shall establish a small
517 business innovation research (SBIR) program to provide grants
518 for the purpose of assisting Massachusetts small businesses who
519 have received Phase I awards from the federal SBIR program. The
520 purpose of the program is to enable such businesses to continue
521 innovative research which has potential commercial applications.
522 (b) In addition to receipt of a Phase I SBIR award, a small busi-
523 ness shall meet the following criteria:
524 (1) principal place of business is located in this state.
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525 (2) the research to be conducted will be performed solely in this
526 state

(3) no money shall be expended for travel, equipment, or
facilities.

527
528

(4) there is a reasonable probability that the research conducted
will result in the development of an emerging and innovative tech-
nology which may lead to the commercialization or fabrication
within the state of new or improved products or processes.

529
530
531
532
533 (5) the research to be conducted shall be compatible with and a

continuation of the research to be performed under the SBIR
contract.

534
535
536 (6) any other criteria which the partnership board shall deem to

be relevant.537
(c) The partnership board shall establish rules and regulations

for the administration of the small business innovation research
support program, including award selection criteria which shall
serve as the basis for awards funded under this program.

538
539
540
541
542 (d) The small business innovation research support program

established pursuant to this section shall terminate at such time as
the federal participation under the small business innovation
development act of 1982 terminates.

543
544
545
546 Section 11. (a) A one-stop business registry shall be established

in each center which shall provide services, including but not lim-
ited to, (1) access to all applicable forms relating to registration,
regulatory, licensing, permitting and approval requirements of
each state agency which may have jurisdiction over the business
activities of the company; (2) assistance in the completion of all
forms; (3) centralized collection of any fees required to be paid by
the company pursuant to the registration, regulatory, licensing,
permitting, or approval requirements of the state agencies and dis-
tribution to each agency of any such fees; (4) submission of com-
pleted forms to state agencies; and (5) liaison with all state
agencies receiving completed forms to ensure that the forms are
processed promptly.

547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558

(b) The commissioner of the department of environmental pro-
tection shall conduct a comprehensive review of department pro-
cedures, regulations, and operations in order to adopt measures,
including but not limited to, (1) streamlining the permitting
process, and (2) establishing “fast-track” permitting for emerging

559
560
561
562
563
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564 technology industries of great importance to the state’s economy
565 and new technologies to treat or control pollution.
566 The commissioner of the department of environmental protec-
-567 tion shall submit a plan to implement changes in the permitting
568 process to the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk
569 of the senate not later than October 15, 1995. The plan shall
570 address all of the measures enumerated in subsection (b) of this
571 section and shall include the commissioner’s recommendations for
572 action on each measure.
573 Section 12. The partnership shall annually submit a complete
574 and detailed report of its activities within ninety days after the end
575 of the fiscal year to the clerk of the house of representatives, the
576 clerk of the senate, and to the governor. The annual report shall
577 include, but not be limited to, (1) descriptions of programs carried
578 out to fulfill the need, mission, and purpose of the partnership as
579 described in this chapter; (2) an evaluation of the results of the
580 partnership’s operations and programs; (3) a summary of the
581 public monies expended; and (4) detailed descriptions of the busi-
-582 nesses served by the partnership’s programs.
583 Section 13. The books and records of the partnership shall be
584 subject to annual audit by the auditor of the commonwealth.
585 Section 14. The provisions of this chapter being necessary for
586 the welfare of the commonwealth and its inhabitants, shall be
587 liberally construed to effect its purposes.
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