
SENATE 97

By Mr. Shannon, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 97) of
Charles E. Shannon and Nicholas P. Salerno for legislation to prohibit
certain credit card practices involving providers of travel services.
Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five,

An Act prohibiting certain credit card practices involving

PROVIDERS OF TRAVEL SERVICES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. This bill prohibits providers of travel services, as
2 distinguished from travel agents who usually act as agents of such
3 providers, from deducting credit card fees from the commissions
4 due a travel agent when the consumer uses a credit card to obtain
5 credit in the transaction. This bill exempts air carriers.
6 I. “Credit card” means any instrument, whether known as a
7 credit card, credit plate, charge plate, or by any other name, which
8 purports to evidence an undertaking to pay for service rendered or
9 furnished to or upon the order of a designated person or bearer.

10 11. “Provider of travel services” means a person, firm or corpo-
-11 ration engaged in the business of furnishing travel, transportation
12 or vacation services. This term shall not include a travel agent as
13 defined in paragraph 111.
14 111. “Travel agent” means a person, firm, corporation, partner-
-15 ship or association, other than a common carrier, or employee of a
16 common carrier, that:
17 (a) Is an officially appointed agent of a common carrier or is a
18 member of a cruise line association who operates exclusively as
19 an agent for cruise lines in the sale of cruise travel products or
20 services; and
21 (b) As a legal agent for a provider of travel services sells, or
22 offers for sale, travel, transportation or vacation arrangements.
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23 SECTION 2. A provider of travel services for which a travel
24 agent is an agent shall not impose a surcharge on or reduce the
25 commission paid to such travel agent if the consumer uses a credit
26 card to obtain credit in the transaction.

1 SECTION 3. Any violation shall constitute an unfair or decep-
-2 tive trade practice and shall subject the defendant in such case to a
3 cause of action.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100%Recycled Paper.


