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SENATE No. 666
By Ms. Murray, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 666)

of Therese Murray, Frederick E, Berry, W. Paul White and Stanley C.
Rosenberg for legislation to require the Department of Social Services
to provide rent subsidies to families when said subsidy would prevent
the necessity of placing a child in foster care. Human Services and
Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five

An Act to preserve family integrity and reduce foster care
PLACEMENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 3of Chapter 238 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following:—

3 (v) amend the tenant selection procedures for the so-called fed-
-4 eral Section 8 Certificates and Vouchers administered by the
5 department with funds from the United States Department of
6 Housing and Urban Development to adopt, in accordance with
7 federal law, local preferences applicable to ten percent of such
8 rental subsidies which include preferences for families identified
9 by the department of social services as having a lack of adequate

10 housing that is a primary factor in the imminent placement of a
11 child in out-of-home care; or in preventing the discharge of a child
12 from out-of-home care and reunification with his or her family;
13 and youth, upon discharge from foster care, in cases in which
14 return to the family or extended family or adoption is not
15 available.
16 Section 2of Chapter 188 of the General Laws is hereby
17 amended by adding the following section:—
18 (A) (17) housing assistance in the form of a rent subsidy. Rent
19 subsidies shall be paid to or on behalf of any family for whom
20 lack of adequate housing is a primary factor in preventing the

)e Commontoealtt) of iUassacfjuSEttg



7 [January 1995]SENATE No. 666

21 discharge of a child or children from out-of-home care and to any
22 family subject to protective intervention under section 23,
23 section 24 or section 51 B of chapter one hundred nineteen for
24 whom provision of housing assistance would prevent the necessity
25 of placing a child or children in out-of-home care. Rent subsidies
26 shall be provided, to the extent available, in the form of housing
27 certificate or voucher assistance allocated to the executive office
28 of communities and development under Section 8 of the United
29 States Housing Act of 1937, 42 U.S.C. §1437f. If Section 8 hous-
-30 ing assistance certificates or vouchers are not available, the
31 department shall provide a monthly rent subsidy, the amount of
32 which shall be determined by the department, and may vary by
33 family size and by region within the Commonwealth; provided,
34 that the amount of the rent subsidy shall be sufficient to enable the
35 family to pay no more than fifty percent of its regular income for
36 shelter costs, and shall not exceed five hundred dollars per month.
37 Any subsidy other than Section 8 housing assistance certificates
38 shall be paid for a period not to exceed two years. The amounts
39 paid as housing assistance shall be disregarded in determining
40 countable income under all state and federal programs. Any sub-
-41 sidy other than Section 8 housing certificate assistance shall be
42 disregarded in determining income, eligibility and preference sta-
-43 tus for public or subsidized housing under all federal and state-
-44 funded housing programs and a family receiving such subsidies
45 shall be considered to be in temporary shelter, and shall not be
46 considered to be in standard, replacement housing.
47 Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, recipients of subsi-
-48 dies other than Section 8 housing certificates assistance shall
49 receive first preference for all federal and state-funded housing
50 programs for families of low income, including any federally-
-51 funded programs to avoid unnecessary foster care placement, if
52 they are otherwise eligible for such programs. The department
53 shall determine whether lack of adequate housing is a primary fac-
-54 tor in preventing the discharge of a child or children from out-of-
-55 home care or whether provision of housing assistance would pre-
-56 vent the necessity of placing a child or children in out-of-home
57 care; provided, however, that in all other respects the rental assis-
-58 tance program established by this section shall be administered by
59 the department of community affairs.
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