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SENATE No. 1833
By Mr. Rauschenbach, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate,

No. 1833) of Henri S. Rauschenbach, Edward B. Teague 111 and
Thomas S. Cahir for legislation to provide for the control of mosquitoes
in the commonwealth utilizing an integrated pest management approach.
Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five.

An Act providing for the control of mosquitoes in the common-
wealth UTILIZING AN INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT APPROACH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by striking out chapter
2 252 and inserting in place the following chapter—

3 CHAPTER 252.
4 CONTROL OF MOSQUITOES IN THE COMMONWEALTH
5 UTILIZING AN INTEGRATEDUTILIZING AN INTEGRATED
6 PEST MANAGEMENT APPROACH.

7 Section 1. As necessary and useful to reasonably modify
8 existing wetlands or other types of lowland to control the mos-
-9 quito population for the protection of the general public health,

10 comfort and welfare of the Commonwealth, such modifications
11 may be made as provided in this chapter.
12 Section 2. “IPM” (Integrated Pest Management) means the selec-
-13 tion, integration, and implementation of pest control based on pre-
-14 dieted economic, ecological and epidemiological consequences. IPM
15 seeks maximum use or naturally occurring pest control including
16 weather, various biological, physical or chemical controls and
17 habitat modification techniques. Artificial controls are imposed to
18 prevent mosquitoes from surpassing tolerable population levels
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19 predetermined from accurate assessments of the ecological, public
20 health, and economic costs of the control measures.
21 Section 3. There shall be established within the Executive
22 Office of the Environmental Affairs of the Commonwealth a
23 Mosquito Control Board. It will be made up of the following: one
24 member of the Department of Environmental Protection, one
25 member of the Department of Food and Agriculture, one member
26 of the Department of Environmental Management, one member of
27 the Department of Public Health, one member of the Department
28 of Fish and Wildlife, to be designated by their respective commis-
-29 sioners. The governor of the commonwealth shall appoint one
30 member from the University of Massachusetts Department of
31 Entomology and one citizen at large. The designation of any
32 Board member may be revoked at any time, and in such case or in
33 case of the resignation or disability of any member, his successor
34 shall be designated in the same manner. The Board shall elect its
35 own Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary. The Board may
36 draw support from the departments represented with the consent
37 of the respective commissioners. The Board shall meet as neces-
-38 sary but not less than six times each year.
39 Members thereof shall receive no compensation for service on
40 said board, but shall be entitled to their reasonable traveling and
41 other expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
42 Section 4. The Board shall establish a state integrated pest man-
-43 agement mosquito control plan for the protection of the public
44 health, comfort and welfare. In carrying out the provisions of this
45 chapter it may employ the staff and take such reasonable steps are
46 necessary to fulfill its duties. None of the employees of the Board
47 shall be subject to section nine of chapter thirty or chapter thirty-
-48 one.
49 The Board shall make an annual report of mosquito control
50 activity available to the public by March 1, of the following cal-
-51 endar year.
52 Funding for the board, its expenses, agents and employees,
53 shall be subject to appropriation via a line item within the
54 Commonwealth’s Budget.
55 Section 5. The Commonwealth, acting through one or more state
56 departments, in cases where the public health, comfort, safety or
57 convenience will be promoted may take action as prescribed in
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58 section one through eleven. Action by any such body politic here-
-59 under shall be taken by the administrative head of the state depart-
-60 ment.
61 Section 6. Any municipality, or combination of municipalities,
62 not within an organized project, wishing to conduct mosquito con-
-63 trol techniques, may petition the Board. Petition approval will be
64 based on the proposal demonstrating an Integrated Pest
65 Management approach to mosquito control.
66 If the Board decides that a mosquito project should se orga-
-67 nized, it shall issue a certificate appointing project commissioners,
68 and shall authorize said commissioners to form a mosquito control
69 district under the following section. Compensation for said project
70 commissioners will be set by the State Mosquito Control Board.
71 Such compensation and expenses shall be paid by the district. Any
72 commissioner may be removed by the Board for cause and the
73 Board shall fill vacancies.
74 Upon the organization of a mosquito control project, the
75 selected commissioners shall undertake the necessary action to
76 prepare an estimate of the total cost of Mosquito Control. This
77 will be done under direction of the Board and under an integrated
78 pest management approach.
79 Section 7. The project commissioners may employ a superin-
-80 tendent. The project superintendent with approval of the commis-
-81 sioners may employ the staff necessary to fulfill the duties of the
82 project, as prescribed by the Board. All mosquito control practices
83 shall be performed in compliance with the Board’s mosquito con-
-84 trol practices shall be performed in compliance with the Board’s
85 Integrated Pest Management plan. The current mosquito Control
86 Projects known by their identifying names as the Berkshire
87 County Mosquito Control Project, The Bristol County Mosquito
88 Control Project, the Cape Cod Mosquito Control Project, the
89 Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project, the East
90 Middlesex Mosquito Control Project, the Essex County Mosquito
91 control Project and the Suffolk County Mosquito Control Project
92 shall remain in existence by the passage of this legislation.
93 Commissioners of these projects shall continue in their capacity
94 until the expiration of their present terms, at which time they may
95 be re-appointed if the Board deems it appropriate. Employees and
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96 staff of the project shall not be subject to the provisions of
97 Chapter Thirty-One or Section Nine Aof Chapter Thirty.
98 If the Board of Health of a city or town not within an organized
99 mosquito control project, or the State Department of Public

100 Health, or an established mosquito control project determines that
101 an area has or is producing mosquitoes which puts the public
102 health at rest or diminishes the comfort or welfare of the public,
103 they may then petition the Board to take action to abate said risk.
104 In such a situation the Board may notify the owner, occupant or
105 person in charge of the area to abate the problem in a specified
106 manner and under a specified limit of time. If it is not abated then
107 the Board may take the necessary steps to enter the area and abate
108 the problem as it seems appropriate and to recover said expense
109 associated with the abatement. The Board may also employ those
110 assistants to do so, who may enter on public and private property
111 as may be necessary
112 Section 7A. Any project established under this chapter may pay
113 a proper charge for obtaining insurance necessary and deemed
114 appropriate for their continued operations.
115 Section 8. The Board may purchase, lease or rent equipment
116 and supplies to be distributed to the regional mosquito control
117 projects to assist in the performance of their duties and to facili-
118 tate the Board’s integrated pest management plan. Such supplies
119 and equipment will be made available to mosquito projects by
120 petition to the Board.
121 Section 9. There shall be established a fund to be known as the
122 Mosquito Bom Disease Fund to be administered by the Board for
123 such forms as Eastern Encephalitis. Funds not expended within a
124 given fiscal year shall remain within the account to be expended
125 when and if needed. This account shall be utilized in accordance
126 with the vector control plan to supplement mosquito control pro-
127 jects to prevent possible outbreaks of epidemics of Eastern
128 Encephalitis or other form of Mosquito Born Diseases dangerous
129 to the health, comfort and welfare of the Commonwealth. These
130 funds shall be utilized in a manner consistent with the Integrated
131 Pest Management approach to Mosquito Control and should
132 include surveillance, research larviciding, adulticiding and public
133 education.
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Section 10. To meet the expenses which will be incurred annu-
ally during each fiscal year by the Board, its staff, and for capital
expenses as outlined in section 8, there shall be an annual sum of
money appropriated after suggestions by the Board sufficient to
allow the Board to carry out the provisions of this chapter.
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Section 11. The Board has the power to decide additional modi-
fications are necessary to an area and proceed as they deem appro-
priate to abate mosquito populations if in the public’s interest and
in accordance with the Board’s integrated pest management plan.
They may incur debt if determined to be necessary and in the pub-
lic’s interest to do so.
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Section 12. The Board may approve the establishment of a
Green Head Fly Project in any city or town. In an established dis-
trict the Board shall appoint commissioners consistent with the
Regional Mosquito District commissioners to direct the duties of
the District. Compensation for said district commissioners will be
set by the state mosquito control board. The cost of said district is
determined by the Green Head Fly Control Commissioners within
said district and the treasurer in said city or town shall be so noti-
fied, Each of the municipalities comprising said district shall pay
its share of such cost into the state treasury. Any city, town, or
district may in any year anticipate its liability for such cost and
may raise, appropriate and deposit the amount thereof with the
state treasury and any sum so deposited shall be credited against
its said liability subject to appropriation and shall annually be
expended from the treasury under the direction and control of the
board for the elimination or control of the greenhead fly nuisance
within the area of each. In accordance with such method of con-
trol as may be prepared and devised by the Board, there may also
be dispersed for the furtherance of such a project any other sums
voluntarily deposited with the state treasurer for said project’s
purposes to effect the greatest method ofrelief.

145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper








