
SENATE 1903
By Mr. Leahy (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,

No, 1903) of Steven G. Sargent, Jr., Leslie E. Romananauskas
and Adam R. Richard for legislation to establish a pet ownership
responsibility committee. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five,

An Act relative to pet ownership.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by

adding after Section 136 A the following section:
4 Section 1368. There is hereby established a Pet Ownership
5 Responsibility Committee whose responsibility is to publish a
6 booklet entitled, “Pet Owners’ Responsibilities.” The four mem-
7 bers of the Committee shall be appointed by the Governor. The
8 Governor's appointees shall include: a veterinarian; a municipal
9 dog officer; a person associated with the Society for the Preven-

-10 tion of Cruelty Against Animals; a student from the Lowell public
11 school system; and a public school teacher. The Committee shall
12 also be responsible for writing a test based on the knowledge con-
-13 tained in the book to be administered by local dog officers. The
14 Committee members shall receive no salary and the Committee
15 shall be in existence until the completion of the booklet, at which
16 time the Committee is resolved.
17 The booklet shall include, but not be limited to: cats and dogs
18 owners’ responsibilities; proper housing of cats and dogs; spaying
19 and neutering information; licensing requirements; proper feeding
20 and watering; and medical care.
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! SECTION 2. Section 137 of Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts
2 General Laws, as appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the word “dog” wherever it occurs, and
4 inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following
5 words:—dog or cat.

1 SECTION 3. Section 137 of Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts
2 General Laws, as appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is
3 amended by adding after the second paragraph the following
4 paragraphs: —

5 Every municipality shall receive copies of the Pet Ownership
6 Responsibility Booklet. Any person applying for a pet license
7 would pay a fee and receive a copy of the booklet. A test would
8 be administered by the municipality before said person could
9 receive the license. A passing grade on the test as determined by

10 the Pet Ownership Responsibility would allow a person to receive
11 a permit to own a dog or cat.
12 Any person possessing a cat or a dog without a license or
13 without a permit to own a cat or dog shall be fined thirty dollars.
14 Fifteen dollars will be transferred to said municipality and fifteen
15 dollars will be transferred to a special fund to be disbursed equally
16 among all qualified animal shelters.
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