
SENATE 1913

dTtje Commontoealtl) of iflassacftusctts

SENATE June 12, 1995,

The Committee of Conference, to whom was referred the matters of
difference between the two branches with reference to the Report of
the Senate committee on Rules on adoption of the temporary Joint
Rules as the permanent Joint Rules of the present General Court (see
Senate, No. 1776, amended) [The report having been amended by the
House by striking out the text and inserting in place thereof the text of
House document numbered 4718], reports, recommending that the
Senate recede from its non-concurrence in the House amendment, and
concur therein with a further amendment, striking out the text and
inserting in place thereof the following new text:

“Recommending that the rules of the preceding General Court be
the permanent rules for the years 1995 and 1996 with the following
changes:

In Joint Rule 1 by inserting after the first paragraph the following
new paragraph:

“Within three calendar days of the opening of each annual session
of the General Court the committees on Rules of the Senate and the
House of Representatives shall meet concurrently to establish at least
one designated day of each week and designated hours during that day
which shall be set aside for the holding of formal sessions of the
respective branches and during which the joint standing committees
shall not hold public hearings or executive sessions of their members
from the opening of the first annual session through the fourth
Wednesday in April in that session.”; and by striking out, in the third
paragraph of said Joint Rule 1, the words “within four weeks of the
opening of the 1984 session and within the first four weeks of the first
year of each General Court thereafter” and inserting in place thereof
the following:

“Within four weeks of the appointment of joint standing commit-
tees in the first annual session of the General Court”, and also in Joint
Rule 1 by adding at the end thereof the following two paragraphs;
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“Committees shall coordinate oversight activities, under the direc-
tion of the presiding officers of both branches, for the purpose of
achieving the maximum objectives of clauses (i), (ii) and (iii).

Each committee shall, upon completion of its oversight hearings, be
authorized to report to the General Court the results of its findings and
recommendations, with accompanying corrective legislation, if any,
by filing the same with the Clerk of the House of Representatives or
the Clerk of the Senate. Copies of such reports shall be printed and be
made available for the members and the public. The disposition of
said reports shall be determined by the Clerks with the approval of the
Speaker and the President.”;

By striking out Joint Rule 1C and inserting in place thereof the
following:—

“IC. All joint standing committees shall schedule committee
hearings and executive sessions so as not to conflict, to the extent
feasible, with the schedules of other committees and so as not to con-
flict with the day of the week and hours of the day which have been
designated under Joint Rule 1 as the day of the week and times during
that day set aside for formal sessions of the respective branches from
the first Wednesday in January through the fourth Wednesday of April
in the first annual session.”;

In Joint Rule ID by inserting after the first sentence the following
sentence:

“All joint standing committees will determine a schedule for
committee hearings to be held from the beginning of the first annual
session through the fourth Wednesday in June in said session. These
committee schedules shall be submitted to the Sergeant at Arms who
shall cause them to be published. Establishment of such schedules
shall not preclude joint standing committees from scheduling addi-
tional hearings or meetings as needed.”;

In Joint Rule 9, in the first paragraph, by striking out the following:
“Tercentenary Edition, as most recently amended by chapter 31 of the
acts of 1956” and inserting in place thereof the words “as appearing
in the Official Edition”, and in the second paragraph by striking out
the following: “Tercentenary Edition, as amended by section 3 of
chapter 364 of the acts of 1937, section 2A of chapter 549 of the acts
of 1943 and section 1 of chapter 750 of the acts of 1962” and inserting
in place thereof the words “as appearing in the Official Edition ;

In Joint Rule 10 by striking out the first sentence and inserting m

place thereof the following sentence:
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“In the first annual session of the General Court, joint committees
and the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently,
shall make final report not later than the fourth Wednesday of June on
all matters referred to them previously to the fifteenth day of June,
and within ten days on all matters referred to them on and after said
fifteenth day of June.”; and by inserting at the end thereof the
following sentence:

“Notwithstanding the provisions of Joint Rule 30, this rule shall not
be rescinded, amended or suspended more than three times except by
unanimous consent.”;

By striking out Joint Rule 12 and inserting in place thereof the
following three rules:

“12. Resolutions intended for adoption by both branches of the
General Court, petitions, and all other subjects of legislation, shall be
deposited with the Clerk of either branch prior to five o’clock in the
afternoon on the first Wednesday in December preceding the first
annual session of the General Court.

All such matters (except messages from the Governor, reports
required or authorized to be made to the Legislature and petitions filed
or approved by the voters of a city or town, or the mayor and city
council, or other legislative body of a city, or the town meeting of a
town, for the enactment of a special law in compliance with the
requirements of Section 8 of Article LXXXIX of the Amendments to
the Constitution and which do not affect the powers, duties, etc. of
state departments, boards, commissions, etc., or which do not affect
generally the laws of the Commonwealth) deposited with the respec-
tive Clerks subsequent to five o’clock on the first Wednesday of
December preceding the first annual session of the General Court shall
be referred by the Clerks to the committees on the Rules of the two
branches, acting concurrently. No such matter shall be admitted for
consideration except on report of the committees on Rules of the two
branches, acting concurrently, and then upon approval of four-fifths of
the members of each branch voting thereon. Matters upon which sus-
pension of Joint Rule 12 has been negatived shall be placed on file.

At any special session called under Rule 26A, however, matters
relating to the facts constituting the necessity for convening such
session shall, if otherwise admissible, be admitted as though filed
seasonably in accordance with the first sentence of this rule.
Any recommendations from the Governor shall be similarly
considered. This rule shall not be rescinded, amended or suspended,
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except by a concurrent vote of four-fifths of the members of each
branch present and voting thereon

12A. All formal business of the first annual session of the General
Court shall be concluded no later than the third Wednesday in
November of that calendar year and all formal business of the second
annual session shall be concluded no later than the last day of July of
that calendar year.

In order to assist the Senate and House in its analysis and appraisal
of laws enacted by the General Court, each joint standing committee,
upon conclusion of the formal business of the annual sessions, shall,
as authorized by Joint Rule 1, initiate oversight hearings for the pur-
pose of evaluating the effectiveness, application and administration of
the subject matter laws within the jurisdiction of that committee.

Unfinished Business of the Session.
128. Any matter pending before the General Court at the end of the

first annual session and any special session held in the same year shall
carry over into the second annual session of the same General Court
in the same legislative status as it was at the conclusion of the first
annual session or any special session held during that year; provided,
however, that any measure making or supplementing an appropriation
for a fiscal year submitted to or returned to the General Court by the
Governor, under the provisions of Article LXIII of the Amendments
to the Constitution, in the first annual session or in a special session
held during that year shall cease to exist upon the termination of the
first annual session.” ;

In Joint Rule 23A by striking out the first paragraph and inserting
in place thereof the following paragraph:

“Any reorganization plan (accompanied by a bill) submitted by the
Governor under the provisions of Article LXXXVII of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution shall be referred by the Clerks of the Senate
and the House, with the approval of the President and Speaker, to a
joint standing committee within five days of the presentation
thereof.”; and by striking out the seventh paragraph and inserting in
place thereof the following paragraph:

“When such plan is before either branch, no motion relating to said
plan shall be allowed except the motions to lay on the table (only in
the Senate), to postpone to a time certain, or to commit or recommit
(at the pleasure of either branch). The motions to take a recess, to

adjourn, the previous question (if provided in the branch debating the
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issue), to close debate at a specific time, and the motion to reconsider
shall also be in order.” ;

By adding after Joint Rule 34 the following new rule
“35. The Committee on Rules of the two branches, acting

concurrently, shall reexamine the Joint Rules of the House and Senate
as needed, but at least every four years, and shall report to each
branch any recommendations it may have to facilitate the work of the
respective branches and the joint standing committees.”

And further recommending that so much of the changes as relate to
insertion of a new paragraph after the first paragraph of Joint Rule 1,
the striking and insertion of language in the third paragraph of Joint
Rule I, the striking out and insertion of a new Joint Rule 1C and the
insertion of a new sentence following the first sentence of Joint
Rule ID shall be effective as of January 3, 1997 and that all other
changes shall take effect upon their adoption.”; and that the House
concur therein.
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