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The committee on Insurance, to whom was referred the petition
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1926) of Lois G. Pines, other
members of the General Court and others for legislation to expand
childbirth and post partum care benefits, reports the accompanying
bill (Senate, No. 2000).

For the committee,

MARK C. MONTIGNY
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five

An Act further defining childbirth and post partum care benefits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. Section 47F of Chapter 175 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding at the end thereof the following:—
4 In addition to such benefits, such policy or plan shall provide
5 coverage of a minimum of forty-eight hours of in-patient care
6 following a vaginal delivery and a minimum of ninety-six hours
7 of in-patient care following a cesarean section for a mother and
8 her newly born child. Any decision to shorten these minimum
9 coverages shall be made by the attending physician in consulta-

-10 tion with the mother. Any such decision shall be made in accor-
-11 dance with rules and regulations promulgated by the department
12 of public health. Said regulations shall be relative to early dis-
-13 charge, defined as less than forty-eight hours for a vaginal
14 delivery and ninety-six hours for a cesarean delivery, and post-
-15 delivery care and shall include, but not be limited to, home visits,
16 parent education, assistance and training in breast or bottle
17 feeding and the performance of any necessary and appropriate
18 clinical tests. For the purposes of this section, attending physician
19 shall include the attending obstetrician, pediatrician, or certified
20 nurse midwife attending the mother and newly bom child.
21 Any subscriber or member who is aggrieved by a denial of
22 benefits to be provided under this section may appeal said denial
23 in accordance with regulations of the department of public health.

1 SECTION 2. Section 8H of Chapter 176 A of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding at the end thereof the following;—
4 In addition to such benefits, such policy or plan shall provide
5 coverage of a minimum of forty-eight hours of in-patient care
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6 following a vaginal delivery and a minimum of ninety-six hours
7 of in-patient care following a cesarean section for a mother and
8 her newly born child. Any decision to shorten these minimum
9 coverages shall be made by the attending physician in consulta-

-10 tion with the mother. Any such decision shall be made in accor-
-11 dance with rules and regulations promulgated by the department
12 of public health. Said regulations shall be relative to early dis-
-13 charge, defined as less than forty-eight hours for a vaginal
14 delivery and ninety-six hours for a cesarean delivery and post-
-15 delivery care and shall include, but not be limited to, home visits,
16 parent education, assistance and training in breast or bottle
17 feeding and the performance of any necessary and appropriate
18 clinical tests.
19 For the purposes of this section, attending physician shall
20 include the attending obstetrician, pediatrician, or certified nurse
21 midwife attending the mother and newly bom child.
22 Any subscriber or member who is aggrieved by a denial of ben-
-23 efits to be provided under this section may appeal said denial in
24 accordance with regulations of the department of public health.

1 SECTION 3. Section 4H of Chapter 1768 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding at the end thereof the following:—
4 In addition to such benefits, such policy or plan shall provide
5 coverage of a minimum of forty-eight hours of in-patient care
6 following a vaginal delivery and minimum of ninety-six hours of
7 in-patient care following a cesarean section for a mother and her
8 newly born child. Any decision to shorten these minimum cover-
-9 ages shall be made by the attending physician in consultation with

10 the mother. Any such decision shall be made in accordance with
11 rules and regulations promulgated by the department of public
12 health. Said regulations shall be relative to early discharge,
13 defined as less than forty-eight hours for a vaginal delivery and
14 ninety-six hours for a cesarean delivery, and post-delivery care
15 and shall include, but not be limited to, home visits, parent educa-
-16 tion, assistance and training in breast or bottle feeding and the
17 performance of any necessary and appropriate clinical tests.
18 For the purposes of this section, attending physician shall
19 include the attending obstetrician, pediatrician, or certified nurse
20 midwife attending the mother and newly bom child.
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21 Any subscriber or member who is aggrieved by a denial of ben-
-22 efits to be provided under this section may appeal said denial in
23 accordance with regulations of the department of public health.

1 SECTION 4. Section 4of chapter 176 G is hereby amended by
2 striking out the fourth sentence and inserting in place thereof the
3 following:—
4 Such health maintenance contract shall also provide coverage
5 for prenatal care, childbirth and post partum care as set forth in
6 section 41 of chapter one hundred and seventy-six G.

1 SECTION 4A. Chapter 176 G is hereby amended by adding the
2 following new section: —
3 Section 41. Any health maintenance contract shall provide
4 coverage for prenatal care, childbirth and post partum care. Such
5 health maintenance contract shall provide coverage of a minimum
6 of forty-eight hours of in-patient care following a vaginal delivery
7 and a minimum of ninety-six hours of in-patient care following a
8 cesarean section for a mother and her newly born child. Any deci-
-9 sion to shorten these minimum coverages shall be made by the

10 attending physician in consultation with the mother. Any such
11 decision shall be made in accordance with rules and regulations
12 promulgated by the department of public health. Said regulations
13 shall be relative to early discharge, defined as less than forty-eight
14 hours for a vaginal delivery and ninety-six hours for a cesarean
15 delivery, and post-delivery care and shall include, but not be
16 limited to, home visits, parent education, assistance and training
17 in breast or bottle feeding and the performance of any necessary
18 and appropriate clinical tests.
19 For the purposes of this section, attending physician shall
20 include the attending obstetrician, pediatrician, or certified nurse
21 midwife attending the mother and newly born child.
22 Any subscriber or member who is aggrieved by a denial of
23 benefits to be provided under this section may appeal said denial
24 in accordance with regulations of the department of public health.

1 SECTION 5. No policy or plan covered under this act shall
2 terminate the services, reduce capitation payment, or otherwise
3 penalize an attending physician or other health care provider who
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4 orders care consistent with the provisions of this act. For the
5 purposes of this section, health care provider shall be defined to
6 include the attending physician, certified nurse midwife and
7 hospital.

1 SECTION 6. Section 51 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding the following immediately after line 126:—
4 No hospital licensed pursuant to this section shall permit early
5 discharge, defined as less than forty-eight hours for a vaginal
6 delivery and ninety-six hours for a cesarean delivery except in
7 accordance with rules and regulations established by the depart-
-8 ment of public health.
9 The department of public health shall promulgate rules and reg-

-10 ulations as required under Section 47F of Chapter 175, Section 8H
11 of Chapter 176A, Section 4H of Chapter 1768. Section 10A of
12 Chapter IIBE, and Section 17C of Chapter 32A. Said regulations
13 shall be promulgated no later than one hundred twenty days after
14 the effective date of this act, with an advisory committee com-
-15 prised of the following: three consumers chosen by the commis-
-16 sioner of public health, the chairmen of the legislative committee
17 on insurance and a representative of each of the following organi-
-18 zations: the Massachusetts Nurses Association, Massachusetts
19 Hospital Association, Massachusetts Medical Society, American
20 College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Massachusetts
21 Chapter of the Academy of Pediatricians, Massachusetts Associa-
-22 tion of Health Maintenance Organizations, Blue Cross/Blue
23 Shield, the Visiting Nurses Association, and any other organiza-
-24 tion selected by the Commissioner.

1 SECTION 7. Chapter 118 E is hereby amended by adding
2 immediately following section 10 the following new section: —

3 Section 10A. The Division shall provide coverage of a
4 minimum of forty-eight hours of in-patient care following a
5 vaginal delivery and a minimum of ninety-six hours of inpatient
6 care following a cesarean section for a mother and her newly born
7 child. Post delivery care for women and their infants who are eli-
-8 gible for benefits pursuant to this Chapter, shall be in accordance
9 with the standards established by the department of public health

10 pursuant to this act.



[August 1995]6 SENATE No. 2000

1 SECTION 8. Chapter 32A of the General Laws, as appearing in

2 the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding after
3 section 178 the following new section: —
4 Section 17C. The commission shall provide to any active or

5 retired employee of the commonwealth who is insured under the
6 group insurance commission coverage of a minimum of forty-
-7 eight hours of in-patient care following a vaginal delivery and a

8 minimum of ninety-six hours of in-patient care following a

9 cesarean section for a mother and her newly born child. Post
10 delivery care for women and their infants shall be in accordance
11 with the standards established by the department of public health
12 pursuant to this act.
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