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The committee on Science and Technology, to whom was referred
the House Bill relative to the licensure of dieticians and nutritionists
(House, No. 5648, amended), reports recommending that the same
ought to pass, with an amendment, striking out all after the enacting
clause and inserting in place thereof the text of Senate document num-
bered 2286.

For the committee,

DAVID P. MAGNANI.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Six

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws, is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 11C, as appearing in the 1994
3 Official Edition, the following section:—
4 Section 11D. There shall be within the division of registration
5 in the executive office of consumer affairs and business regulation
6 a board of registration of dietitians and nutritionists, herein called
7 the board, to consist of seven members who are residents of the
8 Commonwealth, who shall be appointed by the governor, one of
9 whom shall be a licensed dietitian with a baccalaureate degree,

10 one of whom shall be a licensed dietitian with an advanced
1 I degree, one of whom shall be both a licensed dietitian and a
12 licensed nutritionist with a baccalaureate degree.
13 One of these seven members shall be a healthcare provider
14 practicing an alternative nutrition approach listed by, but not lim-
-15 ited to, the Office of Alternative Medicine, National Institute of
16 Health, who is a member of the American Preventative Medical
17 Association, American Holistic Medical Association, American
18 Holistic Nurses Association, or the Massachusetts Chiropractic
19 Society.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section 195 the following
3 new sections:—
4 Section 196. The following words and phrases as used in this
5 section and in sections one hundred ninety-seven to two hundred
6 two, inclusive, shall, unless context otherwise requires, have the
7 following meanings:—
8 “Board”, the board of dietitians and nutritionists established by
9 section eleven Dof chapter thirteen.

10 “Certification board of nutrition specialists”, the private creden-
-11 tial agency that issues the protected title of “certified nutrition
12 specialist” to professionals, who hold degrees from regionally
13 accredited institution and who meet its qualifying criteria.
14 “Commission of dietetic registration”, the commission on
15 dietetic registration that is a member of the national commission
16 on health certifying agencies.
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17 “Dietetic technician registered”, a dietetic technician registered
18 by the commission on dietetic registration.
19 “Field of dietetics and nutrition”, the integration and applica-

-20 tion of scientific principals of food, nutrition, biochemistry, physi-
-21 ology, food management, behavioral and social sciences to
22 achieve and maintain the health of people and includes assessing
23 the nutritional needs of individual and groups of individuals based
24 upon appropriate biochemical, anthropometric, physical, demo-
-25 graphic, clinical, and dietary data to determine nutrient needs and
26 to recommend appropriate nutritional intake, including enteral and
27 parental nutrition, developing, evaluating and monitoring nutrition
28 care plans that establish priorities, goals, and objectives for
29 meeting nutrient needs for individuals and groups of individuals
30 on appropriate nutritional intake as part of preventative or restora-
-31 tive health care by integrating information from the nutrition
32 assessment with information on food and other sources of nutrient
33 and meal preparation consistent with cultural background and
34 socioeconomic status.
35 “Registered dietitian”, a dietitian or nutritionist registered by
36 the commission of dietetic registration.
37 Section 197. The board shall examine applicants for licensure
38 as nutritionists, and shall apply two separate and distinct examina-
-39 tions, one for dietitians and one for nutritionists. The board may
40 make and shall publish such rules and regulations as it deems nec-
-41 essary for licenser. The board shall keep a full record of its pro-
-42 ceedings and a registry of all persons licensed by it, which shall
43 be public records open to inspection. The hoard shall provide rea-
-44 sonable public notice of the time and place of all hearings autho-
-45 rized under this section and under section eleven D of chapter
46 thirteen in such manner and at such times as it may determine.
47 Applicants for such licenses, signed and sworn by the appli-
-48 cants, shall be made on forms furnished by the board. An appli-
-49 cant shall furnish satisfactory proof that he is of good moral
50 character and has met the educational, professional experience
51 and examination and clinical practice requirements set forth in
52 sections one hundred ninety-eight and one hundred ninety-nine.
53 Said applications for licensure and for license renewal, pursuant
54 to section two hundred and one, shall be accompanied by a fee to
55 be determined by the commissioner of administration pursuant to
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56 the provisions of section three B of chapter seven which shall be
57 established at the level sufficient to offset the cost of operations of
58 the board.
59 The board shall be empowered to deny or refuse to renew a
60 license, or suspend or revoke a license or issue order to cease and

to otherwise lawfully discipline an61 desist from certain conduct or
62 applicant or licensee who has,
63 a) attempted to or obtained
64 tion;

licenser by fraud or misrepresenta-

unprofessional conduct, including,
negligence, or incompetence in the

65 b) engaged in unethical or
66 but not limited to, willful acts,
67 course of professional practice
68 c) engaged in habitual intoxication or personal misuse of any
69 drug, narcotics or controlled substance so as to adversely affect
70 the person’s ability to practice,
71 d) been convicted of a felony or any offense under state or fed-
-72 era! laws involving moral turpitude; or
73 e) violated any lawful order, rule or regulation rendered or
74 adopted by the board
75 Notice in writing of a contemplated revocation or suspension of
76 a license, of the cause therefor in sufficient particularity and of the
77 date of the hearing thereon shall be sent by registered or certified
78 mail to the licensee at his last known address at least fifteen days
79 before the date of such hearing. The licensee against whom a
80 charge has been filed shall have a right to appear before the board
81 in person or by counsel, or both, to produce evidence and wit-
-82 nesses in his behalf, and to question witnesses. No license shall be
83 revoked or suspend without such hearing, but the nonappearance
84 of the licensee after notice, shall not prevent such hearing. All
85 matters upon which the decision of the board is based shall be
86 specified in writing and the licensee shall receive written notifica-
-87 tion of the board’s decision. Except as specified above, all pro-
-88 ceedings conducted by the board pursuant to this section shall be
89 implemented in accordance with the provision of chapter thirty A.
90 After issuing an order for revocation or suspension the board
91 may also file a petition in equity in the superior court in the
92 county in which the respondent resides or conducts his practice, or
93 in Suffolk county, to ensure appropriate injunctive relief to expe-
-94 dite the secure enforcement of its order. The board may, not less
95 than three years after the revocation of any license, accept an
96 application to reinstate such license. The board may reinstate such
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license if, in its opinion, the circumstances causing such revoca-
tion no longer warrant continuation of the revocation.

97
98

Section 197A. No person shall hold himself out to be a licensed
dietitian, licensed nutritionist, or licensed dietetic technician or
any title deemed equivalent by the board unless so licensed under
the applicable provisions of section one hundred ninety-seven.
This act shall not require a license to be obtained or prevent any
person who does not hold out to be a licensed dietitian, licensed
nutritionist or licensed dietetic technician from any activity
including, but not limited to, the following:

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106

a) pursuing a degree in dietetics or nutrition at an accredited
college, university who is engaging in the practice of dietetics or
nutrition under the supervision of a licensed dietitian or nutri-
tionist and in accordance with professional standards of practice,
provided that the person is designated by a title clearly indicating
his status as a student;

107
108
109
110
11l
112

b) fulfilling the professional experience component in dietetic
or nutrition practice necessary for licensure who is engaging in
the practice of dietetics or nutrition under the supervision of a
licensed dietitian or nutritionist and in accordance with profes-
sional standards of practice, provided that the person is designated
by a title clearly indicating his status as a trainee,

113
114
115
116
117
118

c) furnishing information regarding food, food material, or
dietary supplements;

119
120
121 d) furnishing information about food, food products or dietary

supplements to customers in connection with the marketing and
distribution of such items;

122
123
124 e) practicing a health profession that he is otherwise authorized

to practice under chapter one hundred twelve of the General
Laws; or

125
126
127 f) practicing any health care profession whose profession

includes a dietetic or nutritional practice component for compen-
sation, including, but not limited to, holistic medicine, naturo-
pathic medicine, homeopathic medicine, marcobiotics, ayurvedic
therapy, polarity therapy, shiatsu therapy, message therapy, and
herbal therapy.

128
129
130
131
132
133 Section 198. Each person desiring to obtain a license as a

dietitian or nutritionist shall make application to the board upon
such form and in such manner as the board shall prescribe and

134
135



[May6 SENATE No. 2286

shall furnish evidence satisfactory to the board that he is eighteen
years of age or older and has fulfilled the requirements for
licensed dietitian or licensed nutritionist.

136
137
138

Section 198A. Licensed Dietitian: has received a baccalaureate
degree or higher with a major course of study in dietetics, foods
and nutrition, human nutrition, nutrition education, nutritional bio-
chemistry, public health nutrition, or equivalent course of study
approved by the board from a regionally accredited college or uni-
versity within the United States; has successfully completed the
dietetic examination approved by the board; has completed and
documented an experience component in dietetic practice of not
less than nine hundred hours supervised by a licensed dietitian and
approved by the board, or a supervised experience component in
substantially equivalent as provided in this section, which has
been reviewed by a licensed dietitian and approved by the board,
or a post baccalaureate experience component in dietetic practice
of three years reviewed by a licensed dietitian and approved by
the board, or a post-master’s experience component in dietetic
practice of two years reviewed by a licensed dietitian and
approved by the board, or a post-doctoral experience component
in dietetic practice of one year reviewed by a licensed dietitian
and approved by the board.

139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157

Section 1988. Licensed Nutritionist: has received a baccalau-
reate or higher degree with a major course of study in foods and
nutrition, human nutrition, nutrition education, nutritional bio-
chemistry, public health nutrition, or equivalent course of study
approved by the board from a regionally accredited college or uni-
versity, within the United States, has successfully completed the
nutritionist examination approved by the board; has completed
and documented an experience component in nutritional practice
of not less than nine hundred hours supervised by a licensed nutri-
tionist and approved by the board, or a supervised experience
component substantially equivalent as provided in this section
including experience in human clinical nutrition, which has been
reviewed by a licensed nutritionist and approved by the board, or a
post baccalaureate experience component in nutritional practice of
three years reviewed by a licensed nutritionist and approved by
the board, or a post-masters experience component in nutritional
practice of two years reviewed by a licensed nutritionist and
approved by the board, or a post-doctoral experience component

158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
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in nutritional practice of one year reviewed by a licensed nutri-
tionist and approved by the board.

176
177

Section 199. Each person desiring to obtain a license as a
dietitian technician shall make application to the board upon such
form and in such manner as the board shall prescribe and shall
furnish evidence satisfactory to the board that he is eighteen years
of age or older; has received an associate’s degree or higher
degree with a major course of study in dietetics, foods and nutri-
tion, human nutrition, nutrition education, nutritional biochem-
istry, public health nutrition, or equivalent course of study
approved by the board from a regionally accredited college or uni-
versity within the Untied States; has successfully completed an
examination approved by the board; has completed and docu-
mented an experience component in a dietetic or nutritional prac-
tice of not less than four hundred fifty hours supervised by a
licensed dietitian or nutritionist and approved by the board, or a
supervised experience component substantially equivalent
including experience in human clinical nutrition, which has been
reviewed by a licensed dietitian or nutritionist and approved by
the board.

178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189

! 90
191
192
193
194
195

Section 200. Applicants for licenser either as a dietitian or
nutritionist or as a dietitian technician who have obtained their
education outside of the United States and its territories must have
their academic degrees validated as equivalent to the minimum of
a baccalaureate degree conferred by a regionally accredited col-
lege or university within the United States if the applicant desires
to be licensed as a dietitian or nutritionist under section one hun-
dred ninety-seven of this chapter, or the minimum of an associ-
ate’s degree conferred by a regionally accredited college or
university within the United States if the applicant desires to be
licensed as dietetic technician under the same.

196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207 Section 201. Every person licensed in accordance with section

one hundred ninety-seven of this chapter shall apply to the board
for renewal of license during January of every even numbered
year. An application for renewal of license shall be approved for
those applicants who provide evidence of successful completion
of at least thirty hours biannually of continuing education for
license dietitians or nutritionists as approved by the board, or pro-
vide evidence of compliance with other requirements or equiva-

208
209
210
211
212
213
214
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215 lent requirements as approved by the board. Upon satisfactory
216 proof of compliance with the licensing requirements for dietitians
217 and nutritionists, and successful completion of said continuing
218 education requirement the board shall issue a renewal license
219 showing that the holder is entitled to be licensed for the period
220 covered by said payment. The board may provide for the late
221 renewal of a license which has lapsed and may require the pay-
-222 ment of a late fee.
223 Section 202. The board may provide reciprocal recognition for
224 registered, certified, or licensed dietitians or nutritionists or regis-
-225 tered, certified or licensed dietetic technicians from other states,
226 territories, or possessions of the United States, the District of
227 Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, provided that the
228 standards of registration, certification, and licenser in the jurisdic-
-229 tion are reasonably equivalent to those set forth in sections one
230 hundred ninety-eight and one hundred ninety-nine.

2 a) Any applicant who provides evidence of having been certi-
-3 fied prior to October 1, 1995 as a nutrition by the American Board
4 of Nutrition shall be deemed to have met the educational, experi-
-5 ential, and examination requirements of section one hundred
6 ninety-eight of chapter one hundred twelve.
7 b) Any applicant who provides evidence of having been certi-
-8 fied after October 1, 1995 as a nutrition specialist by the
9 Certification Board of Nutrition Specialists or as a diplomat in
10 human nutrition by the American Board of Nutrition shall be
11 deemed to have met the educational, experiential, and examination
12 requirements of section one hundred ninety-eight of chapter one
13 hundred twelve provided that he has passed an examination
14 administered by either of these certifying bodies.
15 c) Any applicant who provides evidence of certification as a
16 registered dietitian with the commission on dietitic registration
17 shall be deemed to have met the educational, experiential, and
18 examination requirements of section one hundred ninety-eight of
19 chapter one hundred twelve.

1 SECTION 4. A license as a dietitian or nutritionist may be
2 issued without examination to an applicant who meets the educa-

1 SECTION 3



1996] 9SENATE No. 2286

3 tional requirements of section one hundred ninety-eight of chapter
4 one hundred twelve or provide to the board’s satisfaction that he
5 is and actually has been engaged for five years in the field of
6 dietetics and nutrition, preceding the effective date of this act,
7 regardless of whether compensation has been received. The board
8 in its discretion may waive the education requirements for an
9 applicant if it determines the applicant’s combined professional,

10 experience and education credentials meet the intent of this act.

1 SECTION 5. The provisions of sections three and four of this
2 act shall expire one year following the effective date of this act.
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