SENATE

No. 2400
[REPRINT OF SENATE, NO.
2375, AS AMENDED]

[Senate, July 25, 1996 - Substituted by the Senate as changed by the
committee by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading as a new text
of House Bill, printed as Senate, No. 2252, established a fund to improve
child care services through the purchase of distinctive license plates.]

n Commontoealtt) of iHasgatfnt-setfs!
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Six

1
SECTION 1. Chapter 29 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 2EE, inserted by section 160 of
3 chapter 151 of the acts of 1996, the following new section:
4
Section 2FF. There shall be established and set up on the books
5 of the commonwealth a separate fund to be known as the Child
6 Care Quality Fund. There shall be credited to said fund revenues
7 received from the sale of Invest in Children license plates issued
8 pursuant to subsection (b) of section two E of chapter ninety.
—

9 Amounts credited to said fund shall be available for expenditure
10 by the commissioner of the office for children for providing grants
11 to non-profit child care organizations for the purpose of
12 improving child care services including, but not limited to, teacher
13 training, training and education of consumers and parents, the pur-14 chase of educational curricula and materials, specialized training
15 for bilingual and bicultural providers and consumers and technical
16 assistance for acquiring accreditation by the National Association
17 for the Education of Young Children.
1
SECTION 2. Section 2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in lirtes 169 and 170, the words “, fails to renew such

4 registration, or does

not wish to retain usage thereof” and
5 inserting in place thereof the following words:— or fails to renew
6 or cancels such registration.
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SECTION 3. The seventh paragraph of said section 2 of said
1
2 chapter 90, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 fourth sentence and inserting in place thereof the following senThe registrar may issue, without charge, to a member of
-4 tence;
5 the Legion of Valor of the United States of America, Inc., upon
6 presentation of satisfactory evidence of such membership as deter-

-7 mined by the registrar, distinctive registration plates for one plea-8 sure passenger vehicle owned and principally used by such
9 member; provided, however, that the surviving spouse of a
10 deceased member of said Legion of Valor of the United States of
11 America, Inc., may elect to retain such distinctive registration
12 plates for personal use upon payment of the established registra-13 tion fee for private passenger motor vehicles and an additional
14 annual twenty dollar fee for personal use until such time as such
15 spouse remarries or fails to renew or cancels such registration.

1
SECTION 4. Said section 2 of said chapter 90, as so appearing,
2 is hereby further amended by striking out the eleventh paragraph

3 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
The registrar shall furnish at no cost to all residents of the
4
5 Commonwealth who have been awarded the congressional medal
6 of honor, plates bearing up to three letters designating the recipi7 ent’s initials followed by the letters CMH signifying the congres-8 sional medal of honor suitable for attachment to a motor vehicle
9 owned and principally used by said recipient; provided, however,
10 that the surviving spouse of a deceased congressional medal of
11 honor recipient may elect to retain such distinctive registration
12 plates for personal use upon payment of the established registra-13 tion fee for private passenger motor vehicles and an additional
14 annual twenty dollar fee until such time as such spouse remarries
15 or fails to renew or cancels, such registration.

1
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6

SECTION 5. Said section 2 of said chapter 90, as so appearing,
is hereby further amended by striking out the fourteenth paragraph
and inserting in place thereof the following three paragraphs;
The registrar shall furnish, upon application to owners of
private passenger motor vehicles who are veterans, as defined
in clause forty-third of section seven of chapter four and upon
presentation of evidence deemed satisfactory by the registrar,
—

)
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distinctive registration plates bearing on the left side the word
‘VETERAN’. There shall be an annual twenty dollar fee for such
‘VETERAN’ plates in addition to the established registration fee
for private passenger motor vehicles. The registrar shall furnish
without charge to owners of private passenger motor vehicles who
are veterans as defined in said clause forty-third of said section seven of said chapter four who have been awarded the Order
of the Purple Heart and upon evidence deemed satisfactory by the
registrar, distinctive registration plates bearing the words,
‘ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART RECIPIENT’ for one private
passenger motor vehicle owned and principally used by such
Purple Heart recipient; provided, however, that the surviving
spouse of a deceased recipient of the Order of the Purple Heart
may elect to retain such distinctive registrations for personal use
plate upon payment of the established registration fee for private
passenger motor vehicles and an additional annual twenty dollar
fee until such time as such spouse remarries or fails to renew or
cancels such registration. The registrar shall furnish without
charge to owners of private passenger motor vehicles who are survivors of the attack on Pearl Harbor, upon presentation of satisfactory evidence of such status as determined by the registrar,
distinctive registration plates for one private passenger vehicle
owned and principally used by such survivor; provided, however,
that the surviving spouse of a deceased survivor may elect to
retain such distinctive registration plates for personal use upon
payment of the established registration fee for private passenger
motor vehicles and an additional annual twenty dollar fee until
such time as such spouse remarries or falls to renew or cancels
such registration.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to
the contrary, any revenue derived from the sale of veterans’
license plates shall be apportioned equally as appropriated
between Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts and The Soldiers’
Home in Holyoke for their maintenance and operations costs; provided, however, that any revenues received by the registry from
the sale of such plates in the final quarter of the fiscal year shall
be credited upon receipt to the operations of said homes and may
be expended in the subsequent fiscal year.
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The registrar shall furnish, at the request of an owner of a motor
vehicle who has been issued “VETERAN” plates pursuant to this
section, a distinctive emblem to be affixed to the left side of such
plates which identifies the branch of the armed services in which
such owner served or the wartime service in which such owner
served as defined in clause forty-third of section seven of chapter
four. The registrar may charge a fee directly attributable to the
cost of issuance of such emblem.
The registrar is hereby authorized and directed to conduct a lottery of any unissued or returned numbered registration plates of
not more than four characters, which shall be issued to the winners
of said lottery at no extra charge. Any resident of the commonwealth who is the registered owner of a private passenger motor
vehicle registered in the commonwealth may participate in the lottery which shall be held once in each calendar year prior to
September fifteenth of each calendar year. The registrar shall promulgate regulations necessary to effectuate the purposes of this
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63 paragraph.
64
The registrar shall make available to the owners of private pas-65 senger motor vehicles distinctive registration plates which shall
66 display on their face a design representing the Ancient and
67 Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts Chartered
68 1638. Such design shall be developed by the registrar, or by the
69 Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts
70 Chartered
1638 to specifications provided by said registrar. The
71 registrar shall use all reasonable efforts to make such plates avail-72 able within six months of the approval of the design. There shall
73 be a twenty dollar fee for the plates in addition to the established
74 registration fee for private passenger motor vehicles, such fee
75 being payable at the time of registration of such vehicle and at
76 each renewal thereof. Until such time as the registrar has recouped
77 all one-time costs incurred in connection with making such plates
78 available including, but not limited to, development, production,
79 shipping, handling, distribution and associated personnel costs, the
80 registry shall retain in a retained revenue account, the full amount
81 of the special plate fee for each set of plates issued. After the
82 recovery of all one-time costs, the registrar shall retain a portion
83 of such plate fee sufficient to offset any recurring costs associated
84 with the issuance of the plates and the balance thereof shall be
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85 deposited in the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of
86 Massachusetts Trust Fund.
87
The registrar shall permit the Blackstone River Valley National
88 Heritage Corridor, subject to all laws and regulations of said reg-89 istry of motor vehicles, to furnish from designated visitors centers
90 in the town of Uxbridge and the city of Worcester, distinctive reg-91 istration plates for private passenger motor vehicles owned and
92 operated by residents of the commonwealth which shall display on
93 their face a design; representing the Blackstone River Valley
94 National Heritage Corridor. The registrar shall be responsible for
95 the design promotion and distribution of said plates; provided,
96 however, that owners of private passenger motor vehicles shall,
97 upon purchasing “Blackstone Valley” registration plates,
98 exchange their present registration plates for said Blackstone
99 Valley registration plates in accordance with registry regulations.
100 There shall be a forty dollar fee for such plates in addition to the
101 established registration fee for private passenger motor vehicles,
102 such fee being payable at the time of registration of such vehicle
103 and at each renewal thereof, the portion of such fee remaining
104 after the deduction costs directly attributable to the carrying out of
105 the provisions of this section shall be transferred to the Blackstone
106 River Valley National Heritage Corridor commission; provided,
107 however, that all proceeds shall be expended for the support of
108 economic development, tourism promotion or historic preserva-109 tion within the Massachusetts portion of the federally designated
110 Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor; and, pro-111 vided further, that such plates shall be made available not later
112 than January first, nineteen hundred and ninety-seven.
1
SECTION 6. Said chapter 90, as so appearing, is hereby further
2 amended by adding after section 2D the following new section:
3
Section 2E. (a) The registrar shall furnish upon application to
4 the owners of private passenger motor vehicles two distinctive
—

5
6
7
8
9
10

plates, one of which shall be on the theme of the right whale and
the other on a theme representative of the environmental and
natural resources of the western part of the commonwealth;
provided, however, that the design of the plate themes shall be
determined by the trustees of the Environmental Trust Fund in
consultation with and subject to the approval of the registrar of
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11 motor vehicles. There shall be a fee of not less than forty dollars
12 for such plates in addition to the established registration fee for
13 passenger motor vehicles, such fee being payable at the time of
14 registration of such vehicle and at each renewal thereof. The por-

-15 tion of the total fee remaining after the deduction of costs directly
16 attributable to issuing such plates shall be deposited in the
17 Environmental Trust Fund.
18
(b) Upon application, the registrar shall furnish to the owners of

19 private passenger motor vehicles distinctive plates which shall dis-20 play on their face a design indicating support for the children of
21 the commonwealth and the words “Invest in Children”. There
22 shall be a fee of not less than forty dollars for such plates in
23 addition to the established registration fee for private passenger
24 motor vehicles, such fee being payable at the time of registration
25 of such vehicle and at each renewal thereof. The portion of the
26 total fee remaining after the deduction of costs directly attribut-27 able to issuing such plates shall be deposited within ninety days of
28 receipt thereof in the Child Care Quality Fund established by sec-29 tion two FF of chapter twenty-nine.
30
(c) Upon application, the registrar shall furnish to the owners of
31 private passenger motor vehicles distinctive registration plates
32 which shall display on their face a design representing the
33 University of Massachusetts; provided, that the design of such
34 plates shall be determined by the university in consultation with
35 and subject to approval by the registrar of motor vehicles. There
36 shall be a fee of not less than forty dollars for said plate in addi-37 tion to the established registration fee for private passenger motor
38 vehicles, such fee being payable at the time of registration of such
39 vehicle and at each renewal thereof; provided, however, that the
40 portion of such fee remaining after the deduction of costs directly
41 attributable to the carrying out of the provisions of this section
42 shall be transferred to the University of Massachusetts; provided
43 further, that fifty percent of the proceeds shall be transferred to the
44 Amherst, Lowell, Dartmouth, Worcester, or Boston campus
45 Alumni Fund which shall be designated by the owner of the pri-46 vate passenger motor vehicle at the time of purchasing such plates
47 and fifty percent shall be paid to the University’s Commonwealth
48 Scholars Fund; provided, further, that of the proceeds designated
49 for the Amherst campus, fifty percent shall be paid to the
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University of Massachusetts at Amherst Alumni Association for
the planning, construction, maintenance and management of the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst Alumni Center.
The registrar of motor vehicles shall allow the Volleyball Hall
of Fame located in the city of Holyoke, subject to all laws and
regulations of the registry of motor vehicles, to furnish from its
premises, distinctive commemorative registration plates bearing
the designation ‘Birthplace of Volleyball’, for pleasure passenger
vehicles owned and operated by residents of the commonwealth.
Owners of pleasure passenger vehicles may, upon purchasing
‘Birthplace of Volleyball’ commemorative plates, exchange their
present registry plates for said commemorative plates in accordance with the normal procedures and rates, to allow for the official use of said commemorative plates. Revenues raised in an
amount sufficient to cover the implementation and administrative
costs in carrying out the provisions of this section shall be
retained by the registry. Any remaining revenues generated from
the registration of said plate shall be deposited in the General
Fund. The purchase price of said commemorative plate shall be
determined by the Volleyball Hall of Fame and shall not exceed
twenty-five dollars and shall be retained by the Volleyball Hal! of

71 Fame.
1
SECTION 7. Section two hundred eighty-seven of chapter one
2 hundred ten of the acts of nineteen hundred and ninety-three is
3 hereby repealed.
SECTION 8. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
1
2 special law to the contrary, the registrar shall make available the
3 distinctive plates provided for in section six not later than January
4 first, nineteen hundred and ninety-seven.

1
SECTION 9. Any and all marketing, advertising, distribution,
2 special promotion, including, but not limited to, license plate
3 replicas, toys, clothing, jewelry, memorabilia and anything
4 bearing the image or likeness of the Cape and Islands license plate

5 as issued by the registry of motor vehicles shall require the prior
6 written consent of the executive committee of the Cape and
7 Islands Economic Development Corporation.
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SECTION 10. Chapter 10 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by adding the following section:
Section 62. There shall be established and set upon the books of
the commonwealth a separate fund to be known as the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts Trust Fund. There
shall be credited to said fund the balance remaining from fees collected by the commonwealth for the issuance of distinctive registration plates representing the Ancient and Honorable Artillery
1638 and not otherwise
Company of Massachusetts Chartered
deposited in a retained revenue account to cover the costs thereof
pursuant to section two of chapter ninety.

SECTION 11. The first paragraph of section 350 of chapter 10
1
2 of the General Laws, inserted by section 1 of chapter 246 of the
3 acts of 1995, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “Olympics” the following words:
“and the United States para-5 lympic team participating in the paralympics.”
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