
SENATE 171
By Mr. Keating, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 171) of

the Massachusetts District Attorneys Association, by Thomas F. Reilly,
president, William R, Keating, John D. O’Brien, James P. Jajuga and L.
Scott Harshbarger, Attorney General, for legislation relative to the oper-
ation of a motor vehicle while uninsured. Criminal Justice.

Commontocaltl) of iflassacfjusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act relative to operating a motor vehicle while uninsured.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 34J of Chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking the first clause of the first sentence of
3 paragraph 1 thereof and substituting therefor the following:
4 Whoever, except as provided or exempted by statute, knowingly
5 operates or permits to be operated or permits to remain on a
6 public or private way a motor vehicle which is subject to the pro-
-7 visions of section one A during such time as the motor vehicle lia-
-8 bility policy or bond or deposit required by the provisions of this
9 chapter has not been provided and maintained in accordance

10 therewith shall be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred
11 nor more than five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not
12 more than one year in a house of correction, or both such fine and
13 imprisonment;

1 SECTION 2, Section 34J of Chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking the second paragraph thereof and sub-
-3 stituting therefor the following: In proceedings under this
4 section, evidence that a motor vehicle liability policy or bond or
5 deposit was in effect for such vehicle at the time of the alleged
6 offense shall be admissible as evidence in any court of the com-
-7 monwealth and shall raise a rebuttable presumption that such
8 motor vehicle liability policy or bond or deposit was in effect at
9 the time of the alleged offense. Such presumption may be rebutted
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10 and overcome by the admission of a written certification by the
11 registrar of motor vehicles that the registry of motor vehicles has
12 no record of a motor vehicle liability policy or bond or deposit in
13 effect at the time of the alleged offense as required by the provi-
-14 sions of this chapter for the motor vehicle alleged to have been
15 operated in violation of this section.


