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Charles E. Shannon, Michael W. Morrissey and Bruce E. Tarr for legis-
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act to prevent violence by terrorist groups in Massachusetts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 269 of the Massachusetts General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1994 Official Editions is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following new section;—

5 For purpose of this chapter
6 (a) “civil disorder” means a public disturbance involving the
7 use of firearm, explosive or incendiary device by three or more
8 assembled persons which causes an immediate danger to, or
9 which results in damage or injury to, a property or person.

10 (b) “explosive or incendiary device” means:
11 (1) dynamite, gunpowder or another similarly explosive
12 substance,
13 (2) a bomb, grenade, missile or similar device designed
14 to expand suddenly and release internal energy resulting in an
15 explosion, or
16 (3) an incendiary bomb or grenade, fire bomb or similar
17 device designed to ignite, including a device that consists of or
18 includes a breakable container containing a flammable liquid or
19 compound and a wick composed of material which, if ignited,
20 may ignite the flammable liquid or compound and which a person
21 may carry or throw.
22 (c) “firearm” means a weapon which is designed to or which a
23 person may readily convert to expel a projectile by the action of
24 an explosive; or the frame or receiver of that sort weapon.

4 Section 20:
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25 (d) “law enforcement officer; means:
26 (1) a sheriff or sheriff’s deputy, village or town constable,
27 officer of the police department of a city, village, or town, any
28 officer of the state police,
29 (2) an officer or employee of the United States, its posses-
-30 sions or territories, or
31 (3) when acting in his or her official capacity, a member of
32 the national guard, coast guard, military reserve or the armed
33 forces of the United States.
34 No person may:
35 (a) teach or demonstrate to another person the use, application,
36 or construction of any firearm or explosive or incendiary device, if
37 the person teaching or demonstrating knows, has reason to know
38 or intends that what is taught or demonstrated will be used in, or
39 in furtherance of, a civil disorder; or
40 (b) assemble with one or more other persons for the purpose of
41 training or practicing with, or to instruct or to receive instruction
42 in the use of, any firearm or explosive or incendiary device, if the
43 person intends to use the firearm or device in, or in furtherance of
44 a civil disorder.
45 Nothing contained in this chapter shall make unlawful any act
46 of a law enforcement officer which the officer performs in the
47 lawful performance of his official duties. Nothing contained in
48 this chapter shall make unlawful the instruction of the use of
49 firearms by experts.
50 Section 21. Increased penalties for Terrorist Activities.
51 The penalties for engaging in paramilitary activities or for cre-
-52 ating civil disorder include:
53 (1) a minimum sentence of 5 years for explosive and arson
54 offenses;
55 (2) a fine of no less than $5OOO and/or imprisonment for no less
56 than three years for explosive conspiracies;
57 (3) a fine of no less than $5OOO and/or imprisonment for no less
58 than three years for transferring a fireman knowing that it will be
59 used to commit a crime of violence;
60 (4) a fine of no less than $5OOO and/or imprisonment for no less
61 than three years for transferring an explosive material knowing
62 that it will be used to commit a crime of violence.
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63 Section 24. Creation and Implementation of Joint Terrorism
64 Task Force.
65 The Attorney General shall create and implement a joint ter-
-66 rorism task force to monitor terrorist activities and effectiveness
67 of this law, the finding of which will be reported to the Joint
68 Committee on Public Safety before January 15 of each year.
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