
SENATE No. 353
By Mr. Brewer, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 353) of

Stephen M. Brewer for legislation to establish a preference for wood-
fired electric generation facilities in the Commonwealth, Energy.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act relative to wood-fired electric generation facilities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 164 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “facility.”, in line 96, the following new
4 definition:—
5 “Wood-Fired Electric Generation Facility, “ a facility which is
6 any electrical generating unit which produces electric energy
7 solely by the use, as a primary fuel source, of biomass wood fuel
8 sources, including but not limited to, wood chips, silvicultural
9 forest thinnings, forest industry waste wood, clean waste wood

10 such as pallets, crates, and cable spools, and agricultural land con-
-11 version, and land clearing for development, and has a power pro-
-12 duction capacity which, together with any other facilities located
13 at the same site, is not greater than thirty megawatts.

1 SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
2 special law or rule or regulation to the contrary, the state pur-
-3 chasing agent, or any other purchasing authority of the common-
-4 wealth, shall establish a preference, other considerations being
5 equal, in favor of electricity generated by wood-fired electrical
6 generation facilities which produce energy primarily from mate-
-7 rials gathered from forests within the commonwealth through
8 forestry management activities undertaken as part of a forest man-
-9 agement plan prepared by a licensed professional.
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1 SECTION 3. Section 76C of said chapter 164 of the General
2 Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding the following
3 sentence:— Such regulations shall include, but not be limited to, a
4 provision that whenever the state purchasing agent or any other
5 purchasing agent of the commonwealth establishes a preference
6 for purchasing electricity which originated from a wood-fired gen-
-7 eration facility which produces energy primarily from materials
8 gathered from forests within the commonwealth through forestry
9 management activities undertaken as a part of a forest manage-

-10 ment plan prepared by a licensed professional forester, utilities
11 shall exercise their best efforts to comply with such request.

1 SECTION 4. Nothing in this act shall be construed so as to
2 impair the obligation of contract.

1 SECTION 5. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
2 special law or rule to the contrary, sections one through three of
3 this act shall not take effect until such time as the division of
4 energy resources has prepared a report detailing the ramifications
5 of establishing a preference in state purchasing for electricity gen-
-6 erated from wood-fired electrical generation facilities. Such report
7 shall include, but not be limited to, the costs and savings to the
8 commonwealth of granting such a preference and similar review
9 of the costs and savings to the commonwealth of preferences in

10 purchasing electricity generated from other leading renewable
11 sources of energy. The division shall file such report with the Joint
12 Committee on Energy and shall include any further legislation
13 which the division may suggest.
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