
[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See House, No. 6241 of 1995-96.)

SENATE No. 718
By Ms. Wilkerson, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 718)

of Dianne Wilkerson, Anthony J. Verga, Alvin E. Thompson, Charlotte
Golar Richie and Patricia D. Jehlen for legislation relative to equal
employment benefits for public sector employees. Insurance.

Commontoealtl) of iHassacljusettsf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act relative to equal employment benefits for public sector
EMPLOYEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Paragraph (d) of Section 2 of Chapter 32A of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the 1992 Official Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking therefrom the first sentence and
4 inserting in place there of the following:—
5 (d) “Dependents”, an employee’s spouse or domestic partner,
6 his unmarried children under nineteen years of age, his spouse’s
7 or domestic partner’s unmarried children under nineteen years of
8 age, and any child nineteen years of age or over who is physi-

-9 cally or mentally incapable of earning his own living, provided
10 that an additional premium is paid for the coverage of such
11 handicapped child.

1 SECTION 2. Said Section 2 of Chapter 32A is further
2 amended by adding after paragraph (h) the following; —

3 (i)“Domestic partner”, an employee’s or retiree’s partner in a
4 domestic relationship. Such a partnership shall meet the
5 following criteria: a.) that the employee or retiree is of the same
6 sex as his partner; b.) the employee or retiree and his partner
7 reside in a common household and share financial responsibili-
-8 ties and expenses; c.) that both the employee or retiree and
9 partner are at least eighteen years of age, and competent to enter

10 into contract; d.) that the employee or retiree and his partner are
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11 not related by blood closer than would bar marriage in the
12 Commonwealth; and e.) that the employee or retiree and his
13 partner are not married to any other person; and f.) that the part-
-14 ners intend to reside together indefinitely as the other’s sole and
15 exclusive domestic partner. The Commission shall require each
16 employee or retiree who receives benefits for his domestic partner
17 to initially certify, and periodically recertify, his domestic partner-
-18 ship. Each such employee or retiree shall notify the commission
19 of the termination of his domestic partnership. All benefits avail-

-20 able under this chapter shall end for the partner upon termination
21 of the domestic partnership, regardless of whether the commission
22 has been so notified of said termination.

1 SECTION 3. Paragraph (g) of Section lOC of Chapter 32A is
2 amended in line 116 by adding after the words “the surviving
3 spouse” the following:— or domestic partner.

1 SECTION 4. Section 10E of Chapter 32A is amended by strik-
-2 ing therefrom the final sentence and inserting in place thereof the
3 following:—
4 For the purposes of this Section, “dependent child” shall mean
5 any child, whether natural, adoptive, or a stepchild, of any such
6 employee or the natural or adoptive child of such employee’s
7 domestic partner.

1 SECTION 5. Section 11 of Chapter 32A is amended by striking
2 therefrom the first sentence and inserting in its place the
3 following:—-
4 Upon the death of an employee or retired employee insured
5 under this chapter, the surviving spouse or surviving domestic
6 partner, or the surviving dependent if there is no surviving spouse
7 or surviving domestic partner, or the surviving dependent if the
8 surviving spouse or surviving domestic partner subsequently dies,
9 may continue the group or general blanket insurance providing

10 hospital, surgical, medical, dental and other health insurance until
1 1 the remarriage of or entry into a new domestic partnership or if
12 there be no surviving spouse or surviving domestic partner, until
13 the surviving dependent becomes eligible for other group health
14 coverage; provided, however, that application for such insurance



31997] SENATE No. 718

15 coverage shall be filed with the commission and a method for the
16 payment of premiums shall be determined in accordance with its
17 rules and regulations.

1 SECTION 6. Section 11 A of Chapter 32A is amended by
2 adding after paragraph (b) the following paragraph (b'/i): —

3 (b Vi) In the event of the entrance into a domestic partnership by
4 the employee or retiree referred to in paragraph (a), the former
5 spouse thereafter shall have the right, if so provided in said judge-
-6 ment, to continue to receive benefits as are available to the
7 employee or retiree, by means of the addition of a rider to the
8 family plan or contract or the issuance of an individual plan or
9 contract, either of which may be at additional premium rates

10 determined by the commission to be just and reasonably in accor-
-11 dance with the additional insuring risks involved.

1 SECTION 7. Section 12 of Chapter 32A is amended by insert-
-2 ing after the words “surviving spouse” in line 16 the following:—
3 or surviving domestic partner.

1 SECTION 8. Said Section 12 is further amended by adding, after
2 the words “surviving spouse”, in lines 28 and 33, the following;—

3 or surviving domestic partner.

1 SECTION 9. Paragraph (a) of said Section 12 of Chapter 32A
2 is amended by adding after the words “insured surviving spouse”
3 in line 72 the following:— or insured surviving domestic partner.

1 SECTION 10. Paragraph (b) of said Section 12 of Chapter 32A
2 is amended by adding after the words “surviving spouse” in lines
3 86 and 91 the following:— or surviving domestic partner.

1 SECTION 11. Paragraph (d) of said Section I 2 of Chapter 32A
2 is amended by adding after the words “surviving spouses” in
3 line 101 the following:— or surviving domestic partners.

1 SECTION 12. Paragraph (f) of said Section 12 of Chapter 32A
2 is amended by adding after the words “surviving spouse” in
3 line 140 the following:— or surviving domestic partner.
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1 SECTION 13. Section 1 3 of Chapter 32A is amended by adding
2 after the words “surviving spouses” the following;— or surviving
3 domestic partner.

1 SECTION 14. Section 14 of said Chapter 32A is amended by
2 adding after the words “surviving spouse” in line 4 the
3 following:— or surviving domestic partner.

1 SECTION 15. Section 15 of Chapter 32A is amended by adding
2 after the words “surviving spouse” in line 29 the following:—
3 or surviving domestic partner.

1 SECTION 16. Paragraph (b) of Section 2 of Chapter 328 of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is
3 amended by inserting the following paragraph:—
4 For the purposes of Section 9FVi of this chapter, dependent
5 shall include an employee’s or retiree’s domestic partner, as
6 defined in paragraph (k) of this section.

1 SECTION 17. Said Section 2 of Chapter 328 is further amended
2 by adding at the end thereof the following new paragraph:—
3 (k) “Domestic partner”, an employee’s or retiree’s partner in a
4 domestic relationship. Such a partnership shall meet the following
5 criteria: a.) that the employee or retiree is the same sex as his
6 partner; b.) that the employee or retiree and his partner reside in a
7 common household and share financial responsibilities and
8 expenses; c.) that both the employee or retiree and partner are at
9 least eighteen years of age, and competent to enter into a contract;

10 d.) that the employee or retiree and his partner are not related by
11 blood closer than would bar marriage in the Commonwealth;
12 e.) that the employee or retiree and his partner are not married to
13 any other person; and f.) that the partners intend to reside together
14 indefinitely as the other’s sole and exclusive domestic partner.
15 The appropriate public authority shall require each employee or
16 retiree who receives benefits for his domestic partner to initially

certify, and periodically recertify, his domestic partnership. Each
such employee or retiree shall notify the appropriate public

f the termination of his domestic partnership. All bene-
le under this chapter shall end for the domestic partner
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21 upon termination of the domestic partnership, regardless of
22 whether the appropriate public authority has been so notified of
23 such termination.

1 SECTION 18. Chapter 328 is further amended by inserting the
2 following section:—
3 Section 9F'/2. In any governmental unit which accepts the pro-
-4 visions of this section, the domestic partners of employees or
5 retirees, as defined in paragraphs (b) and (k) of section two of this
6 chapter, shall be enrolled as eligible participants in the plan or
7 plans of contributory group life insurance, group accidental death
8 and dismemberment insurance, and group general or blanket hos-
-9 pital, surgical, medical, dental and other health insurance other-

-10 wise made available to such employees or retirees. Any
11 governmental unit which accepts the provisions of this section
12 shall be governed by the definition of domestic partner set forth in
13 paragraph (k) of section two of this chapter; in all other respects,
14 however, the provision of such insurance benefits shall be in
15 accordance with the terms, rates, and rules promulgated for
16 employees or retirees and their spouses and dependents.
17 This section shall take effect in a county, except Worcester
18 County, by vote of the county commissioners; in a city having a
19 Plan D or Plan E charter by majority vote of its city council; in
20 any other city by vote of its city council, approved by the mayor;
21 in a municipality having a town council form of government, by
22 vote of the town council, subject to the provisions of the charter of
23 such municipality; in a district, except as hereinafter provided, by
24 vote of the registered voters of the district at a district meeting; in
25 a regional school district by vote of the regional school district
26 school committee; in a veterans’ service district by vote of the dis-
-27 trict board; in a welfare district by vote of the district welfare
28 committee; in a health district established under section twenty-
-29 seven A of chapter one hundred eleven by vote of the joint com-
-30 mittee; and in a town by vote of the town meeting.

1 SECTION 19. Section 9H of Chapter 328 is amended by add
2 ing after paragraph (b) the following paragraph (bVi):—
3 (bVi) In the event of the entrance into a domestic partnership
4 group plan member referred to in paragraph (a
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5 thereafter shall have the right, if so provided in said judgement, to
6 continue to receive benefits as are available to the employee or
7 retiree, by means of the addition of a rider to the family plan or
8 contract or the issuance of an individual plan or contract, either of
9 which may be at additional premium rates determined by the com-

10 mission to be just and reasonably in accordance with the addi-
-1 1 tional insurance risks involved.

1 SECTION 20. Section 10 of Chapter 328 is amended by adding
2 after the words “nine F” in lines 2 and 26 the following;— nineFVi.

1 SECTION 21. This act shall take effect on the first day of the
2 month following one hundred and eighty days after its passage.
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