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SENATE No. 866
By Mr. Lees, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 866) of

Brian P. Lees and Bruce E. Tarr for legislation to ensure access to the
criminal justice system for victims of crime. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven.

An Act ensuring access to the criminal justice system for victims

OF CRIME.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 3of Chapter 2588 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out para-
-3 graphs (a) and (h) and inserting in place thereof, respectively, the
4 following:—
5 (a) for victims and witnesses to be informed by the prosecutor
6 of: (1) the final disposition of the case; (2) their right, upon
7 request, to be certified by the criminal history systems board to
8 receive criminal offender record information pursuant to the
9 applicable provisions of the General Laws, and to be notified by

10 the appropriate custodial authority of the defendant’s transfer to
11 minimum security custody or pre-release status, and the date of
12 eligibility for parole, and of subsequent changes to the defendant’s
13 custody status and/or parole eligibility; and (3) their right, upon
14 request, to be informed by the appropriate custodial authority
15 whenever the defendant receives a temporary, provisional or final
16 release from custody or supervision, or whenever the defendant
17 escapes from custody. Persons eligible to receive such information
18 as provided in this paragraph shall provide the appropriate prose-
-19 cutorial or custodial authority with their current address and tele-
-20 phone number in order to receive said information;
21 (h) for victims and witnesses who have been certified to receive
22 criminal offender record information as described in paragraph (a)
23 of this section to be notified of an upcoming parole hearing or of a
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24 defendant’s request for termination of sentence pursuant to
25 section one hundred thirty A of chapter one hundred twenty-
-26 seven, to be provided an opportunity to submit a written statement
27 to the parole board, and to be notified if the defendant is to be
28 released on parole; except that in the case of a defendant serving a
29 life sentence for any offense other than murder in the first degree,
30 notification with respect to parole eligibility and parole hearings
31 shall be given as provided by section one hundred thirty-three A
32 of chapter one hundred twenty-seven; for victims to have the
33 opportunity to inform the court of the impact of the crime pur-
-34 suant to section four B of chapter two hundred and seventy-nine
35 and to request the court to submit such information to the parole
36 board for inclusion in its records regarding the perpetrator of the
37 crime against such victim.
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