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Repayment
may be
equalized, etc.

two years after the date of the bill for said tax or excise, or

for an amount exceeding the sum which in equity and good
conscience ought to be abated under all the circumstances of

the case. In issuing certificates hereunder, the commissioner

and attorney general may, if they deem it expedient, equalize

the burden of repayment by providing in the certificate for

postponement of payment, or for payment by instalments.

The decision of the commissioner and attorney general shall

be final. The state treasurer shall retain from the sums next

to be distributed to any city or town under sections eighteen

to twenty-four, inclusive, an amount equal to the sum which
has already been paid to such city or town on account of any
tax or excise refunded under this section. This section shall

be in addition to and not in modification of any other reme-

dies. Approved May 3, 1922.

G. L. 34. § 17,

amended.

Procedure in
making of con-
tracts by
county com-
missioners.

Chap.SSS An Act relative to the procedure in the making of
CONTRACTS BY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows.

•

Chapter thirty-four of the General Laws is hereby amended
by striking out section seventeen and inserting in place

thereof the following: — Section 17. All contracts exceeding

eight hundred dollars in amount made by the commissioners

for building, altering, furnishing or repairing public buildings,

or for the construction or repair of public works, or for the

purchase of supplies, shall be in writing and shall be filed with

said commissioners or their clerk, and a copy of each such

contract shall be filed in the office of the county treasurer.

All changes in or additions to, or agreements for extras under,

such contracts shall also be in writing and be so filed. All

such contracts shall be made after notice inviting bids there-

for has been posted for at least one week in a conspicuous

place in each county building where the commissioners have

an office and has been advertised at least tliree times in a

newspaper, if any, published in the city or town wherein the

public building, bridge, highway or public work or institution

to be supplied in accordance with the contract is or is to be

situated; otherwise in any newspaper of general circulation

in the county. The commissioners shall in each case make
and file with the county treasurer a sworn certificate of such

posting and advertising, but in an emergency, to the existence

of which they shall certify upon the orders to the county



Acts, 1922. —Chap. 384. 411

treasurer for the payment of bills, they may contract for re-

pairs without such posting or advertising. All bids shall be

publich' opened in the presence of the commissioners and re-

corded in their records. No contract made in violation of validity of

, ,, , ,. ,
.

, ,
contracts, etc.

this section shall be valid against the county, and no payment
thereimder shall be made. The commissioners may, however,

repair county buildings or other public works by day work,

if in their judgment, expressed in a vote, the best interests of

the county so require; but no bill therefor in excess of eight

hundred dollars shall be paid by the county treasurer unless,

upon or with the bill, the clerk of the commissioners has

certified that such vote is entered upon their records.

Approved May 3, 1922.

An Act authorizing the town of ashburnham to make (^/^^rj 384
AN ADDITIONAL WATER LOAN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. For the purpose of extending its water mains Townof asH-

and improving its water distribution facilities, the town of mak'i'alfaddi^

Ashburnham may from time to time borrow such sums as \^^'^^
"^^^"^

may be necessary, not exceeding, in the aggregate, twenty-

five thousand dollars, and may issue bonds or notes therefor,

which shall bear on their face the words, Town of Ashburnham Town of Ash-

Water Loan, Act of 1922. Each authorized issue shall consti- "l^^t of**^'

tute a separate loan, and such loans shall be payable in not ^^^-•

more than fifteen years from their dates. Any indebtedness

incurred under this act shall be outside the statutory limit,

but shall, except as herein pro\ided, be subject to chapter

forty-four of the General Laws.
Section 2. The town shall, at the time of authorizing Payment of

said loan or loans provide for the payment thereof in accord-
'°*'^"

ance with section one; and when a vote to that effect has
been passed a sum which, with the income derived from water
rates, will be sufficient to pay the annual expense of operating

its water works and the interest as it accrues on the bonds or

notes issued as aforesaid, and to make such payments on the

principal as may be required by this act, shall, without further

vote, be assessed by the assessors of the town annually there-

after, in the same manner as other taxes, until the debt in-

curred by said loan or loans is extinguished.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 9, 1922.


