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SENATE No. 1120
By Mr. Jajuga, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 1120) of

James P. Jajuga and Brian S. Dempsey for legislation to establish a state
karate commission. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven.

An Act to establish a state karate commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 22 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 12 the following section:—
4 Section 12A. There shall be in the department a commission to
5 be known as the state karate commission, which shall consist of
6 four members, one of whom shall be appointed by the commis-
-7 sioner of the department of public safety, and three of whom shall
8 be appointed by the governor. The governor shall from time to
9 time designate one member of said commission as chairman. The

10 members shall receive no salaries. The members shall receive
11 travelling expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of
12 their duties and the commission shall be allowed such sums for
13 clerical assistance as the commissioner of public safety may
14 approve, subject to appropriation. The commissioner of public
15 safety shall designate an individual to act as the secretary to the
16 commission who shall keep full and true records of all its pro-

-17 ceedings. The commission may deputize one or more persons to
18 represent the commission and to be present at any contest, perfor-
-19 mance, event, match, or exhibition of professional karate partici-
-20 pants to be held for such purposes under sections sixty-two to
21 seventy-one of chapter one hundred and forty-seven. Such person
22 may receive such compensation for actual services as shall be
23 fixed by rule or regulation promulgated by the commission,
24 together with their travelling expenses necessarily incurred in the
25 discharge of their duties, subject to appropriation.
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1 SECTION 2. Chapter 147 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section sixty-one the following sections;—

3 Section 62. As used in sections sixty-three to seventy-six, inclu-
-4 sive, the following words shall have the following meanings:—
5 “Amateur”, engaging in a sport, contest, match, or exhibition in
6 which two unarmed participants strike each other in an attempt to
7 score more strike points than the other as a pastime rather than a
8 profession.
9 “Amateur Karate”, a sport, contest, match, or exhibition in

10 which two unarmed participants strike each other in an attempt to
11 score more strike points than the other as a pastime rather than as
12 a profession.
13 “Commission”, the state karate commission, as established by
14 section twelve Aof chapter twenty-two of the General Laws.
15 “Professional”, engaging in a sport or activity for financial
16 gain, livelihood, or compensation.
17 “Professional Karate”, a sport, contest, performance, match,
18 event or exhibition in which two or more participants strike each
19 other, or otherwise, with each other in an attempt to subdue the
20 other participants, and where the outcome of said sport, contest,
21 performance, match, event, or exhibition may or may not be pre-
-22 determined, and for which said participants receive financial gain,
23 livelihood, or compensation, and may or may not be paid for their
24 appearance or attendance, are paid a prize or purse for the out-
-25 come of said sport, contest, performance, match, event, or exhibi-
-26 tion, are paid a salary, retainer, a percentage of the gate and
27 television receipts, or are contracted to, directly or indirectly, a
28 manager, a promoter, a syndicate, a combine, a limited partner-
-29 ship, a corporation incorporated within or outside of the common-
-30 wealth, or with any other individual or entity.
31 Section 63. No professional karate match, contest, performance,
32 event, or exhibition shall take place or be conducted in the com-
-33 monwealth except in pursuance of a license granted as hereinafter
34 provided by the state karate commission, in sections sixty-two to
35 seventy-six, inclusive. Applications for the license shall be
36 accompanied by such fee as established annually by the commis-
-37 sioner of the department of public safety under the provisions of
38 section three B of chapter seven of the General Laws and section
39 fifteen of chapter two hundred of the acts of nineteen hundred and
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40 eighty-five. Said fee shall be established on the basis of seating
41 capacity of the building or place said match, contest, performance,
42 event or exhibition will take place in. Any persons holding, con-
-43 ducting or participating in any professional karate match, contest,
44 performance, event or exhibition held without a license, as pro-
-45 vided in this chapter, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
46 one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not less than three
47 months, or both.
48 Section 64. The commissioner of the department of public
49 safety, subject to the provisions of sections sixty-two to seventy-
-50 six, inclusive, may issue a license to conduct a professional karate
51 match, contest, performance, event, or exhibition, which shall
52 expire one year from the date of issue.
53 Section 65. No license shall be granted unless the applicant has
54 executed and filed with the commission a bond in the sum of ten
55 thousand dollars, with such surety or sureties as shall be satisfac-
-56 tory to the commission, running to the commission, conditioned
57 upon payment to the commonwealth of the sums mentioned in
58 section seventy and upon faithful compliance by the licensee with
59 the provisions of sections sixty-two to seventy-six, inclusive, the
60 rules and regulations of the commission, and with such other laws
61 of the commonwealth as may be applicable to anything done by the
62 licensee in pursuance of the license. The bond shall also provide
63 for a forfeiture to the commonwealth, recoverable at the suit of the
64 attorney general, of such sum not exceeding two thousand dollars,
65 as may be stipulated in the bond for each case of noncompliance.
66 Section 66. No person shall act, except in the case of purely
67 amateur karate exhibitions or tournaments which shall be specifi-
-68 cally excluded from this section, directly or indirectly, as physi-
-69 cian, referee, timekeeper, professional karate participant, or as
70 manager or trainer of such professional karate participant, at a
71 professional karate match, contest, performance, event, or exhibi-
-72 tion, or as a promoter or matchmaker thereof, or as an employer
73 thereof, unless licensed by the commission upon receipt of such
74 classified fee as established annually by the commissioner of
75 public safety pursuant to the provisions of section three B of
76 chapter seven of the General Laws, and section fifteen of chapter
77 two hundred of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-five.
78 Whoever, without being so licensed, participates in, conducts or
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promotes such match, contest, performance, event or exhibition,
or compensates in any way any person to do the same, shall be
punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or by
imprisonment for not more than three months for each violation,
or by both such fine and imprisonment. No person shall be
licensed under this section who is under eighteen years of age.
Any person seeking to be licensed under this section shall, prior to
the issuance of said license, submit to the commission an official
copy of their birth certificate. The commission may revoke such
license for the filing of any such birth certificate which contains
false information.
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Section 67. At any professional karate match, contest, perfor-
mance, event, or exhibition, there shall be in attendance a duly
licensed physician, whose duty it shall be to observe the physical
condition of the professional karate participants and advise the
referee with regard thereto. Any competent physician, duly
licensed to practice medicine in the commonwealth under the pro-
visions of section two and two A of chapter one hundred and
twelve of the General Laws, and who has had not less than three
years of experience as a medical practitioner may be licensed. No
professional karate participant shall be permitted to enter the ring
unless, not more than twenty-four hours before, a physician
licensed under the provisions of section two and two A of chapter
one hundred and twelve and sections sixty-two to seventy-six,
inclusive, of this chapter, shall certify in writing that the profes-
sional karate participant is physically fit to engage in the proposed
match, contest, performance, event or exhibition.
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Section 68. At the discretion of the commission, a professional
karate participant who has reached his fortieth birthday may be
permitted to engage in a professional karate match, contest, per-
formance, event or exhibition if he passes a physical examination
by a physician selected by the commissioners.
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Section 69. Any person licensed under sections sixty-three,
sixty-four and sixty-six to conduct or promote a professional
karate match, contest, performance, event, or exhibition or any
person or entity who contracts directly or indirectly with a profes-
sional karate participant, manager, or referee to appear at, or per-
form in any such match, contest, performance, event, or exhibition
shall take out a policy of accident insurance, from an insurance
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118 company incorporated to do business in the commonwealth, on
119 each contestant participating in such match, contest, performance,
120 event or exhibition in an amount determined by the commission to
121 compensate said contestants for medical and hospital expenses
122 incurred as a result of injuries received in such a match, contest,
123 performance, event or exhibition. In the event of death to said con-
-124 testant resulting from participation in such match, contest, perfor-
-125 mance, event or exhibition, said amount shall be paid to the estate
126 of the deceased contestant. The premiums on said policy shall be
127 paid by the licensee and a copy of said policy shall be submitted to
128 the commission to be kept on file. Failure to obtain such insurance
129 and file such a copy of said policy with said commission may, if
130 the commission so determines, result in a suspension or revocation
131 of said license for such time as said commission shall determine.
132 Section 70. Every licensee holding or conducting any profes-
-133 sional karate match, contest, performance, event or exhibition in
134 the commonwealth, or any closed circuit television broadcast of
135 any live or taped professional karate match, contest, performance,
136 event or exhibition shall, within seventy-two hours after its con-
-137 elusion, pay to the state treasurer a sum equal to six percent of the
138 total gross receipts from the sale of tickets or from admission fees
139 therefrom; and provided, further, such licensee shall, at least
140 twenty-four hours prior to such match, contest, performance,
141 event, or exhibition pay to the state treasurer a sum equal to four
142 percent of the total amount paid or to be paid by the broadcaster
143 or broadcasters for the television or broadcasting rights; and pro-
-144 vided further, that if such match, contest, performance, event or
145 exhibition is conducted as an incidental feature in an event, per-
-146 formance, exhibition, or of a different character, such portion of
147 the said total receipts shall be paid to the state treasurer as the
148 commission may determine. All amounts paid to the state trea-
-149 surer shall be deposited into the General Fund. Within seventy-
-150 two hours after its conclusion the licensee shall furnish to the
151 commission a report showing the exact number of tickets sold and
152 admission fees collected for the match, contest, performance,
153 event or exhibition, and the gross receipts thereof, and such other
154 data as the commission may require.
155 Section 71. Any license may be revoked or suspended by the
156 commission for a violation of any provision of sections sixty-two
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to seventy-six, inclusive, or of any other law of the common-
wealth or of any rule or regulation adopted by the commission or
whenever the licensee has, in the judgment of the commission,
been guilty of any act or offense deemed detrimental to the public
interest.
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Section 72. No licensee, licensed under section sixty-six, shall
intentionally cut, maim, mutilate himself or another in any way
prior to or during any professional karate match, contest, perfor-
mance, event or exhibition.
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If the commission finds that any above mentioned licensee has
violated the provision of this section, upon a finding of the first
violation, the commission shall suspend the license of said
licensee for a period of not less than six months and impose a fine
of not less than two thousand five hundred dollars. Upon a second
violation, the commission shall suspend the license of said
licensee for a period of not less than one year and impose a fine of
not less than five thousand dollars. The commission shall revoke
the license of any licensee found in violation of the provisions of
this section more than twice and shall fine said licensee not less
than ten thousand dollars for each such violation. All fines
imposed and collected by the commission shall be paid to the state
treasurer who shall deposit said fines into the General Fund.
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Nothing in this section shall prevent the application of any
other civil or criminal statute for any such violations by any other
state agency, commission, office, department, bureau, office or
division.
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Section 73. The commission shall have the authority to
summon and require the attendance and testimony of witnesses as
to all matters within its jurisdiction as is conferred upon city
councils by section eight of chapter two hundred and thirty-three
of the General Laws, and sections nine, ten and eleven of said
chapter shall apply to witnesses so summoned.
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Section 74. The commission shall promulgate such rules and
regulations necessary for the enforcement and administration of
sections sixty-two to seventy-six, inclusive, subject to the provi-
sions of chapter thirty A of the General Laws.
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