
SENATE 1549
By Ms. Melconian, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,

No. 1549) of Linda J. Melconian for legislation relative to fuel tax relief
in the Commonwealth. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act relative to diesel fuel and gasoline tax.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 The secretary of administration and finance, the commissioner
2 of the department of revenue and the secretary of transportation
3 are hereby authorized and directed to review and study methods to
4 grant fuel tax relief for the purchase of gasoline and Diesel fuel in
5 Massachusetts. Said study shall include, but not be limited to, an
6 examination of the feasibility of a reduction of the federal fuel
7 excise tax imposed in nineteen hundred and ninety-three, so-
-8 called, which had the net effect of raising the total tax on gasoline
9 purchases by four and three-tenths cents per gallon and the net

10 effect of such a reduction on state revenue, the impact of the
11 reduction on the state highway fund and the extent to which pro-
-12 jects must be delayed, reduced or canceled due to said reduction
13 in revenue. Said study shall determine methods for reducing the
14 Massachusetts gasoline fuel tax by four and three-tenths cents per
15 gallon up to and until the time that the federal government
16 rescinds the increase in the federal fuel excise tax imposed in
17 nineteen hundred and ninety-three; provided, that said plan shall
18 include a provision stipulating that said reduction in the
19 Commonwealth’s fuel excise tax business location within said
20 Connecticut Riverfront Development District; and (2) also files
21 with said commissioner, not later than one hundred and eighty
22 days after the effective date of this act, an affidavit attesting that it
23 has entered into a lease or a purchase and sale agreement for such
24 a retail business location within said District.
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25 A person who meets the criteria of the first paragraph shall
26 maintain records sufficient to enable the commissioner of revenue
27 to determine which of its sales are made at or from the business
28 location within said district, and which are made by mail order
29 from outside the commonwealth to customers within the common-
-30 wealth. If such person does not maintain such records, the com-
-31 missioner shall presume that all sales made by such person to
32 customers in the commonwealth are made at or from the business
33 location within the district. Nothing in said first paragraph shall
34 be construed as (i) affecting the jurisdiction of the commonwealth
35 to impose on such person a corporate excise under chapter sixty-
-36 three of the General Laws; or (ii) precluding imposition of a use
37 tax pursuant to chapter sixty-four lof the General Laws collection
38 responsibility upon such person to the extent that imposition of
39 such responsibility is otherwise consistent with state and federal
40 law.
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