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SENATE, June 5, 1997.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 332) of Robert A, Bernstein,
Michael J. Sullivan, James P. Jajuga, Richard R. Tisei, Brian S.
Dempsey, Jay R, Kaufman, Kevin Poirier and Steven Angelo for leg-
islation relative to expenditures by wire transfers or electronic means
by political committees; the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 333) of Robert A. Bernstein, Michael J. Sullivan, James P, Jajuga,
Brian P. Lees, Brian S. Dempsey, Jay R. Kaufman, Kevin Poirier, Eric
Turkington and Steven Angelo for legislation relative to depository
candidates reporting requirements; the petition (accompanied by bill,
Senate, No. 341) of James P. Jajuga, Michael J. Sullivan, Brian P.
Lees, Richard R. Tisei, Brian S. Dempsey and other members of the
General Court for legislation relative to ballot question committees;
and the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 342) of James P.
Jajuga, Michael J. Sullivan, Brian P. Lees, Richard R. Tisei and
other members of the General Court for legislation relative to expen-
ditures by corporations, associations and other groups concerning
ballot questions, reports the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 1796).

For the committee,

ANDREA F. NUCIFORO, Jr.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act making technical changes to the campaign finance laws.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 7 of chapter 55 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 deleting the word “A” in line 83 and inserting in place thereof the
4 words;—- Except as provided in section 19(c), a.

1 SECTION 2. Section 18 of chapter 55 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “election” in line 10 the following
4 words:— or for use in a city or town at a state election.

1 SECTION 3. Said section 18 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after the word “election” in line 128 the following
3 words:— or for use on ballots in a city or town at a state election.

1 SECTION 4. Said section 18 is hereby further amended by
2 deleting, in lines 135 and 136, the words “(4) the fifth day of each
3 month until all declared liabilities of such committee have been
4 discharged” and inserting in place thereof the following words:—
5 (4) the twentieth day of November following said election, com-
-6 plete as of the fifteenth day of the month, and (5) the twentieth
7 day of January of each year, complete as of the thirty-first day of
8 December of the prior year, until all declared liabilities of such
9 committee have been discharged.

1 SECTION 5. Section 19(c) of chapter 55 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 deleting the word “All” in line 90 and inserting in place thereof the
4 following words:— Except as otherwise provided in this section, all.
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1 SECTION 6. Said section 19(c) is hereby further amended by
2 inserting at the end of said section the following paragraph:—
3 A candidate or treasurer of a political committee required to
4 designate a depository may make expenditures by wire transfer or
5 other electronic means for broadcast, cablecast or other media
6 services and for payroll services made in connection with
7 employee deductions and withholdings. A candidate or treasurer
8 making an expenditure by wire or other electronic transfer shall
9 file a report with the director within three business days of any

10 such expenditure. Said report shall include a statement of the
11 reason the expenditure was made by wire transfer or other elec-

-12 tronic means and the other information required by this section. In
13 addition, for any expenditure made for such media services, said
14 report shall contain thereon for signature by the person providing
15 said media services, a certificate prepared by the director similar
16 to the certificate required by section seven.

1 SECTION 7. Paragraph (e) of section 19 of chapter 55 of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is
3 hereby amended by deleting the words “and has received deposits
4 greater than two hundred and fifty dollars or made withdrawals
5 greater than two hundred and fifty dollars during the preceding
6 month but in any case no less than semiannually on the fifth day
7 of January and July while such account is in existence” in lines 156
8 through 159.

1 SECTION 8. Section 22 of chapter 55 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 deleting said section in its entirety and inserting in place thereof
4 the following new section:—
5 Section 22. The treasurer of any corporation, association, orga-
-6 nization or other group of persons, other than a political com-
-7 mittee organized under section 5 of chapter 55, which has given,
8 paid, expended or contributed, or promised to give, pay, expend or
9 contribute, any money or any valuable thing in order to influence

10 or affect the vote on any question submitted to the voters shall file
11 reports setting forth the amount or value of every gift, payment,
12 expenditure or contribution or promise to give, pay, expend or
13 contribute, together with the date, purpose, and full name and
14 address of the person to whom it was made.



4 [JuneSENATE —No. 1796

15 If the question appears on ballots at a state election, such report
16 shall be filed with the director as follows: (1) the sixtieth day prior
17 to the election; (2) on or before the fifth and twentieth day of each
18 month complete as of the preceding first and fifteenth day of the
19 month, until the election; (3) the twentieth day of November
20 following said election, complete as of the fifteenth day of the
21 month, and (4) the twentieth day of January of each year, com-
-22 plete as of the thirty-first day of December of the prior year, until
23 all declared liabilities of such committee have been discharged.
24 If the question appears on ballots at a city or town election or
25 appears on ballots for use in a city or town at a state election, such
26 report shall be filed with the city or town clerk as follows: (1) the
27 eighth day preceding a preliminary or primary, including a caucus,
28 the eighth day preceding a city or town election, and if a city elec-
-29 tion, as a final report, the twentieth day of January in the
30 following year, complete as of the thirty-first day of December of
31 the prior year, and if a town election, as a final report, the thirtieth
32 day following said election; (2) the eighth day preceding a special
33 primary, including a caucus, the eighth day preceding a special
34 election, and, as a final report, the thirtieth day following a special
35 election; and (3) the twentieth day of January of each year, corn-
-36 plete as of the thirty-first day of December of the prior year, until
37 all declared liabilities of such committee have been discharged.
38 Except as otherwise provided, the end of the reporting period of
39 each report required to be filed under the provisions of this section
40 shall be as of the tenth day preceding the last day for filing. The
41 beginning of the reporting period for each report subsequent to the
42 initial report shall be the day following the end of the reporting
43 period of the last report filed.
44 Any corporation, association, organization or other group of
45 persons, other than a political committee organized under sec-
-46 tion 5 of chapter 55, violating any provision of this section shall
47 be punished by a fine of not more than fifty thousand dollars and
48 any officer, director or agent of such corporation, association,
49 organization or other group of persons violating any provision
50 thereof or authorizing such violation, or any person who violates
51 or in any way knowingly aids or abets the violation of any provi-
-52 sion thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than ten
53 thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year,
54 or both.
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1 SECTION 9. Section 25 of said chapter is hereby amended by
2 deleting the word “tenth” in line 9 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following word;— twentieth.
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