
SENATE No. 2062

®f)c Commontoealtf) of iflassacljusctts

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Department

STATE HOUSE • BOSTON 02133

(617) 727-3600

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
Pursuant to Part the Second, Chapter I, Section I, Article II of the Constitution of

the Commonwealth, I am returning unsigned Senate Bill No. 452, “An Act Relative to
Regulations ofBoards ofHealth.”

This bill would provide that new regulations adopted by local boards of health
shall not take effect until they are filed with the Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP), and would also suspend existing board ofhealth regulations that have not yet been
filed with DEP until they are filed. Local boards of health are already required by statute
to file their regulations with DEP, but current law does not make such filing a condition
of the regulations’ effectiveness. DEP does not perform any review ofregulations filed
with it; it simply keeps them in one location.

Although 1 support the goals ofencouraging local boards ofhealth to carry out
their statutory obligations and improving the public’s ability to access up-to-date
regulations, I cannot support this bill’s method of achieving those goals. The mission of
the hundreds ofboards of health in the Commonwealth is to set standards that will protect
the health and safety of their communities. This bill would impede that mission by
creating uncertainty as to the enforceability of regulations that boards ofhealth have
enacted to protect the public. Moreover, local boards of health have limited resources,
and they will better serve their communities by using available resources to carry out
their mission rather than using them to search through their files in an effort to determine
which regulations have been filed with DEP.

For these reasons, 1 am returning Senate Bill No. 452 unsigned
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