
SENATE No. 888
By Mr. Norton, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 888) of

Thomas C. Norton for legislation to establish an interpreter services
center in the city of Fall River. The Judiciary.

Commontocaltl) of ifflassacljusettg

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act creating an interpreter services center.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 The Massachusetts Trial Court, herein referred to as the court,
2 shall, subject to appropriation, establish a comprehensive
3 statewide program for the development and improvement of inter-
-4 prefer services for all Judicial and nonjudicial personnel of the
5 trial court, the appeals court, and the supreme judicial court. Said
6 program shall be located within the city of Fall River under the
7 aegis of the trial court and shall be known as the interpreter serv-
-8 ices center, herein referred to as the center.
9 The chief justice for administration and management within

10 said court may, within limits of the amount appropriate therefore,
11 appoint an executive director of said center and such staff, clerks
12 and assistants as it may require and may make such expenditures
13 as may be necessary to execute effectively the functions of said
14 center. Said chief justice may further appoint an advisory com-

-15 mittee for the purpose of assisting him in matters pertaining to
16 said center. The composition of the committee, the terms of its
17 members, and the scope of its responsibilities shall be determined
18 by the said chief justice.
19 Such funds, as may be appropriated, shall be disbursed by the
20 Court for any or all of the following purposes: (I) for the estab-
-21 lishment and development of an interpreter services center; (2) for
22 cooperation and coordination of interpreter services within and
23 among the trial court, the appeals court, and the supreme judicial
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24 court; (3) for grants to establish or expand interpreter services
25 within the trial court, the appeals court, and/or the supreme judi-
-26 cial court; (4) for technical and support services attendant to said
27 center or grants, including consultive services; and (5) to conduct,
28 contract for, fund or publish studies relative to the needs and serv-
-29 ices of interpreter services of the trial court, the appeals court or
30 the supreme judicial court of the commonwealth, including a com-
-31 prehensive analysis of the needs of such services. The funding of
32 such studies shall be for the purpose of advising the Courts in
33 carrying out the provisions of this section.
34 Such funds as may be appropriated for the center shall also be
35 disbursed by the Court (1) to acquire, rent, or contract for facili-
-36 ties, materials and/or resources; (2) to participate in interstate
37 court matters if such participation will increase the availability of
38 interpreter services; (3) for demonstration grants for interpreter
39 service programs, contingent upon the courts conducting an evalu-
-40 ation of said programs on a periodic basis; and, (4) for the estab-
-41 lishment and development of interpreter service programs in other
42 state, county, and municipal institutions.
43 In making grants under this section, the Court shall establish
44 minimum standards for such interpreter service programs which
45 take into account (1) the size and demographic make up of the
46 program's target population; (2) the current availability of inter-
-47 preter services in the program’s geographic area; and (3) the qual-
-48 ifications of personnel available for staffing aid program,
49 including (a) the establishment and development of interpreter
50 services of persons who are visually impaired, mentally, physi-
-51 cally, or emotionally handicapped, (b) the establishment and
52 development of interpreter services for the elderly, the unem-
-53 ployed, the poor, the functionally illiterate, and those persons who
54 have cultural, social, or emotional disadvantages that prevent
55 them from using services designed for persons without said disad-
-56 vantages.
57 Said center shall (1) develop and train interpreters for use by
58 and within the court; (2) pr vide assistance and training to persons
59 performing interpretive services both inside and outside the trial
60 court system; (3) provide on-going assistance and expertise to
61 public officials responsible for interpreter service programs both
62 inside and outside the trial court system; (4) cooperate closely
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63 with state and federal agencies and industry in the evaluation,
64 assessment and testing of innovative interpreter practices and
65 policies; (5) assist Massachusetts public and private schools, col-
-66 leges and universities in the training and education of interpreters;
67 (6) promote the development of a code of professional conduct for
68 interpreter services; (7) provide a clearinghouse for the dissemina-
-69 tion of information and data on policies and practices attendant to
70 interpreter services programs; (8) increase the employment of
71 minorities trained as interpreters; (9) facilitate and expedite the
72 production of multi-lingual trial transcripts; and, (10) facilitate,
73 conduct and expand education programs for judges and other judi-
-74 cial employees.
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