
SENATE No. 988
By Mr. Durand, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 988) of 

Robert A. Durand, Andrea F. Nuciforo, Jr., Stephen Kulik, Stephen P. 
LeDuc and other members of the General Court for legislation to estab
lish old-growth forest reserves in the Commonwealth. Natural Resources 
and Agriculture.

Commontoealtlj of Jflassncljusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine.

An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  o l d -g r o w t h  f o r e s t  r e s e r v e s .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Preamble.
2 Whereas, Massachusetts contains natural areas of Eastern Old-
3 Growth Forest which harbor exemplary plant communities that
4 have grown virtually unaltered by human activity for generations.
5 Whereas, The composition and structure of the forest habitat
6 within these Old-Growth Forest areas is extremely rare and com-
7 prises only a minute fraction of the commonwealth’s total forest
8 resources [two one-hundredths of one percent of the total forest
9 cover (700/3,225,200=.0002=.02%)].

10 Whereas, These unique and rare Old-Growth Forests in Massa-
11 chusetts are of irreplaceable ecological, historical, educational,
12 cultural, and recreational value.
13 Whereas, Old-Growth Forests in Massachusetts contain speci-
14 mens and representative forest stands which are believed to be
15 among the oldest and rarest of their type.
16 Whereas, Old-Growth Forests are unique reserves of natural
17 biological diversity and undisturbed habitats in the Common-
18 wealth.
19 Whereas, Old-Growth Forests provide scientific benchmarks
20 for the study of natural forest communities developed over long
21 periods of ecological continuity and biological succession, and for
22 evaluation of the health of the other, vast majority of forests in
23 Massachusetts.
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Whereas, These Old-Growth Forests contain intrinsic values for 
the people who live in or visit Massachusetts, whether for the 
study of the living natural history and ecology of the region or for 
the comfort of knowing that such places still exist and have sur
vived undisturbed.

Whereas, The long term sustainability of the remnant Old- 
Growth Forests in the Commonwealth is threatened by periodic, 
random natural disturbance events such as storms, fires, insect 
infestations, and disease and human alterations of surrounding, 
buffering forest areas.

Whereas, The Commonwealth contains limited quantities of 
High Quality Mature Forest which provide opportunities to restore 
representative, sustainable Old-Growth Forests.

Whereas, it is in the public interest to protect remaining Old- 
Growth Forests, surrounding High Quality Mature Forest and 
other appropriate lands in order to protect and restore sustainable 
examples of Old-Growth Forest for the benefit of future genera
tions.

Therefore, The Commonwealth hereby determines to establish 
permanent Old-Growth Forest Reserves and take meaningful pro
tective measures to guard against the cutting, destruction, distur
bance, or other human-induced harm to vegetation and soils 
within these Old-Growth Forest Reserves.

SECTION 2. Purpose.
Old-Growth Forest Reserves are hereby established for the pur

poses of protecting and restoring exemplary forest habitats, main
taining biodiversity associated with Old-Growth and High Quality 
Mature Forest systems, and establishing ecological benchmarks 
for assessing the health of forests statewide.

SECTION 3. Definitions.
Old-Growth Forest: An area of contiguous forest, which 

exhibits minimal or no evidence of human, post-European settle
ment disturbance; and includes both dominant canopy trees of an 
age greater than 50 percent of the maximum age for those species 
under local site conditions along with naturally created canopy 
gaps and young trees indicative of tree regeneration. This is a 
working definition based on current scientific knowledge. Modi-
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9 fied definitions may be used as appropriate to incorporate future
10 scientific advances in the understanding of Old-Growth Forests.
11 Mature Forest: A forest of sufficient age that canopy trees have
12 reached or approached the maximum height, with a generally
13 closed canopy structure that may or may not be interrupted by
14 gaps or patches caused by death or natural destruction of indi-
15 vidual trees or groups of trees.
16 High Quality Mature Forest: An area of Mature Forest, which
17 due to its species composition (including but not limited to trees,
18 shrubs, ferns, mosses, wildflowers, and lichens), physical struc-
19 ture, and soil characteristics is of relatively higher quality and less
20 disturbed than the majority of forest in the commonwealth, and
21 which makes a good candidate for restoration of Old-Growth
22 Forest characteristics.
23 Late-Successional Forest: A forest that is dominated by tree
24 species that can regenerate in the shade underneath a canopy of
25 older trees.
26 Old-Growth Forest Reserve Candidate Areas: Contiguous geo-
27 graphic areas comprised of Old-Growth Forest, High Quality
28 Mature Forest and/or Late-Successional Forest, and associated
29 lands, which because of their forest characteristics and location
30 make good candidates for restoration of sustainable Old-Growth
31 Forest areas.
32 Old-Growth Forest Reserves: Selected Old-Growth Forest
33 Reserve Candidate Forests, covering a minimum contiguous area
34 of one to two thousand acres, and designated for protection under
35 this statute.
36 Secretary: The Secretary of the Executive Office of Environ-
37 mental Affairs.

1 SECTION 4. The Secretary shall inventory forest resources
2 owned by the Commonwealth or acquired with Commonwealth
3 funds and establish a system of Old-Growth Forest Reserves.
4 Inventory. The Secretary shall review available data on the
5 status, age, and composition of forests on lands owned by the
6 Commonwealth or acquired with Commonwealth funds, undertake 
2 additional forest inventory data gathering and analysis as may be
8 necessary, identify Old-Growth Forest Reserve Candidate Areas,
9 and designate Old-Growth Forest Reserves within one year of the 

10 effective date of this Act and on an ongoing basis.
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51 The Secretary may establish Old-Growth Forest Reserves in
52 areas not presently containing Old-Growth Forest but containing
53 Mature and/or Late-Successional Forests, as necessary to meet the
54 goal of establishing a sustainable system of representative Old-
55 Growth Forest Reserves.

1 SECTION 5. Management/Use Restrictions. Old-Growth Forest
2 Reserves shall remain in an essentially natural state, free of signif-
3 icant new human-induced alterations. The Secretary may allow
4 the continuation of existing recreational uses and facilities such as
5 trails. The Secretary may allow, where necessary, relocations or
6 realignments of existing trails and other facilities to reduce or
7 eliminate erosion or other impacts on the forest resource, consis-
8 tent with the purposes of this statute.
9 Prohibited Uses and Activities. The following uses and activi-

10 ties are prohibited within the boundaries of Old-Growth Forest
11 Reserves: New commercial, industrial, roadway, or utility devel-
12 opment; new or expanded recreational facilities and uses
13 involving physical impacts to vegetation or soils; and active
14 timber management practices. Removal or alteration of vegetation
15 and soils are prohibited except as part of a scientific investigation
16 or restoration project approved and conditioned by the Secretary.
17 The Secretary may approve other exceptions to these prohibitions
18 by issuing a written declaration of emergency in the event that a
19 major accidental, human-induced disturbance such as introduction
20 of exotic invasive plants, diseases, or insects threatens the
21 integrity of an Old-Growth Forest Reserve, or in the event of a
22 public health or safety emergency. Natural forest fires and storm
23 related damage shall not be considered emergencies under this
24 provision except in the event of a significant threat to public
25 health or safety. The Secretary shall restrict management of inva-
26 sive plants, diseases, or insects to activities that are essential to
27 maintenance of the natural characteristics of the Old-Growth
28 Forest Reserves and shall condition such activities to minimize
29 interference with the development and maintenance of natural
30 Old-Growth Forest conditions.

1 SECTION 6. Research/Monitoring. The Secretary shall estab-
2 lish a research program for the purpose of monitoring the status of
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forests and the plant and animal communities within Old-Growth 
Forest Reserves.

Education. The Secretary shall develop public educational 
materials and programs to promote appreciation and under
standing of Old-Growth Forests and Old-Growth Forest Reserves.

SECTION 7. Fines. Any person who violates the prohibitions 
of this act shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000 per 
Old-Growth Reserve tree lost, or by a jail term not to exceed 30 
days per Old-Growth Reserve tree lost.

SECTION 8. Report. The Secretary shall provide a report to the 
Legislature within one year of the effective date of this statute, 
identifying the results of the forest inventory required herein, 
specifying the location and characteristics of Old-Growth Forest 
Candidate Areas and designated Old-Growth Forest Reserves, and 
describing ongoing inventory, designation, research, monitoring, 
education, enforcement, and other related activities, needs and 
programs.
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